
Revelation

Revelation 10 

Revelation 10:1-11


1 I saw another strong angel coming down out of heaven, clothed with a cloud; and the 
rainbow was upon his head, and his face was like the sun, and his feet like pillars of 
fire; 2 and he had in his hand a little book which was open. He placed his right foot on 
the sea and his left on the land; 3 and he cried out with a loud voice, as when a lion 
roars; and when he had cried out, the seven peals of thunder uttered their voices.  4 
When the seven peals of thunder had spoken, I was about to write; and I heard a voice 
from heaven saying, “Seal up the things which the seven peals of thunder have spoken 
and do not write them.”  5 Then the angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on 
the land lifted up his right hand to heaven, 6 and swore by Him who lives forever 
and ever, who created heaven and the things in it, and the earth and the things in 
it, and the sea and the things in it, that there will be delay no longer, 7 but in the 
days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he is about to sound, then the 
mystery of God is finished, as He preached to His servants the prophets.  8 Then 
the voice which I heard from heaven, I heard again speaking with me, and saying, “Go, 
take the book which is open in the hand of the angel who stands on the sea and on the 
land.”  9 So I went to the angel, telling him to give me the little book. And he said to 
me, “Take it and eat it; it will make your stomach bitter, but in your mouth it will be 
sweet as honey.”  10 I took the little book out of the angel’s hand and ate it, and in my 
mouth it was sweet as honey; and when I had eaten it, my stomach was made bitter.  
11 And they said to me, “You must prophesy again concerning many peoples and 
nations and tongues and kings.” 


- Verses 5-6:


• “Then the angel….lifted up his right hand to heaven.”  This would symbolize the 
angel is raising his hand to the place which God dwells—Isa. 57:15.  This raising of 
his hand was in the Old Testament a way of taking an oath—Gen. 14:22-23 (Sworn 
or lifted my hand). “In the Song of Moses God himself lifts up his hand to heaven 
in solemn oath to carry out vengeance upon his adversaries (Deut 32:40).”—
Mounce. 
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Revelation
- This oath is the only oath in the book of Revelation.  Jesus spoke about making 

an oath in Matt. 5:34-35, the book of James taught a similar lesson in James 
5:12, but throughout the Bible we have seem oaths be made—Gen. 21:25-31, 
Gen. 26:26-31, 1 Sam. 20:12-17, Acts 18:18, Matt. 26:63-64, and Heb 6:13. 


• The one making the oath is the one “‘placed themselves under the power and 
judgment of Yahweh, who was invoked and recognized as witness for the 
validity of the promise.’”—Osborne.   


- Osborne said, “The God who created the universe is the God who will end 
it, in keeping with his title as “the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and 
the end” (1:8; 21:6). All three spheres of life in this world are stressed: the 
heavens, the earth, and the sea. Moreover, with each sphere God is seen as 
creator of τὰ ἐν αὐτῇ ( ta en autē , the things in it), meaning that God is 
creator and sovereign over every single thing in this world.”


• This announcement that the angel makes is good news.  “The message of God’s 
servant angel is twofold: First, “there would be no delay” (ESV), literally, “there will 
no longer be a period of time.” This answers the question of the martyrs in 6:10.”
—Akin.  Those martyrs Rev. 6:9-12 will experience their vindication.  “Now nothing 
stands in the way of the final dramatic period of human history. From this point 
forward God will not intervene to give the human race further opportunity to 
repent. Restraint is to be removed, and the Antichrist is to be revealed (cf. 2 Thess 
2:3ff.). The forces of God and Satan will meet in final confrontation.”—Mounce.  


- Mounce speculates that this is the time that Daniel is taking about in Dan. 12:1 
and that we also hear of in Mark 13:19.  “It is the darkness before the dawn—the 
awesome period of Satan’s wrath (12:12, 17). The appointed delay is over, and 
the period of the end is irrevocably set into motion.”—Mounce.  “Evil will now 
run its course quickly as antichrist rises from the abyss (11:7) and emerges as a 
world ruler (see 2 Thess 2:3-12; Rev 13:1-18). God and evil, the Lamb and the 
dragon, are headed for cosmic conflict, a global showdown. It will happen 
soon.”—Akin.  


• “The message that the angel delivers culminates redemptive history. In Dan. 
12:5–7 the great question is, “How long will it be?” The answer there is, “Only 
God knows,” and in verse 7 the time of fulfillment is linked to the apocalyptic 
phrase, “time and times and half a time”…Using the same term here, the oath 
the angel takes on behalf of God is χρόνος οὐκέτι ἔσται ( chronos ouketi estai 
, there will be no more delay). In other words, the time of the eschaton 
predicted by Daniel has now arrived, and nothing can hold it back….God has 
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instigated the final events of world history, and nothing can delay them….The 
literal translation of the Greek is, “time will be no longer,” and it refers to the 
end of this world when time itself will cease to be, and eternity will begin.”—
Osborne.  


• “Him who lives forever and ever.”  Believers in the time when John was writing 
were being persecuted and were being killed for their faith.  This is a reminder that 
God lives beyond any threat, any attempt on his life, and even when the world, sin, 
Satan, and humans think they have defeated God; they have put Him to death, 
they are mistaken.  He lives forever and ever, He is un-ending, He is eternal.   


• God is making sure that John and the hearer of this revelation know that God will 
fulfill His promises when the time and conditions have been met.  This is an 
important less for us today as well.  We have to be patient and wait on God for 
things to be done.  It is in His time not our time.    


- Verse 7:


• So the first thing that this angel informed John and his readers of was “there would 
be no delay.”  Now we get the second thing the angels message reveals is “when 
the seventh angel sounds to send forth the seven bowls (ch. 16), the mystery or 
“hidden plan” (Gk musterion) of God will be fulfilled, completed, finished, as He 
declared to His servants the prophets.”—Akin. 


- Clarification on first major point 


• Second 


• “The mystery of God.”  This term has been widely debated….of course.  Col. 2:2 
uses the same phrase but the mystery is revealed as Christ.  In Rom. 11:25 Israels 
destiny is a mystery.  1 Cor. 15:55 the mystery is will happen to believers at 
Christ’s return.  2 Thess. 2:7 lawlessness is a mystery.  So, what is the mystery of 
God here in Revelation?  


- “The mystery of God in Rev 10:7 shares this apocalyptic coloring and refers to 
the purpose of God as revealed in the consummation of human history.35 In the 
NT this divine purpose in history is a mystery not because it is an unknown, but 
because it never would have been known if God had not revealed it. John is 
saying that with the sounding of the seventh trumpet that which God purposed 
in creation and made possible through the blood of the Lamb (5:9–10) will be 
brought to its fulfillment.”—Mounce.  


3



Revelation
- “In the New Testament a mystery is a truth previously concealed but now 

revealed (e.g., Eph 3:2-11). God’s plan and purpose in creation and redemption, 
made possible through the blood of the Lamb, is now revealed plainly. It is 
nothing less than the answer to the prayers of the saints throughout history, 
“Your kingdom come . . . on earth as it is in heaven” (Matt 6:10). The time is now. 
The kingdom will come. God has willed from eternity past the complete and final 
defeat of evil.  That day is coming. You can trust God to complete His work.”—
Akin. 


• “From this point on, the Apocalypse becomes a multidimensional presentation of 
the final triumph of God over evil. Any attempt to arrange the material in a strictly 
sequential pattern is doomed to failure.”—Mounce.   


• “He preached to His servants the prophets.”  “We should probably understand 
prophets here to mean the New Testament prophets as well as the great prophets 
of the Old Testament. God has one purpose through the ages and it comes to its 
climax at this point. From the very beginning he has planned to bring his people to 
salvation, and thus his whole purpose is coming to its culmination. It involves the 
judgment of evil, but also the deliverance and vindication of his people.  John’s 
readers are to reflect that the mighty world forces of which they were so 
conscious, far from being triumphant, are about to be overthrown decisively. A 
purpose that God has planned before the world and has matured throughout all 
ages will not lightly be abandoned.”—Morris.  
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