
Revelation 

Revelation 10 

Revelation 10:1-11


1 I saw another strong angel coming down out of heaven, clothed with a cloud; and the 
rainbow was upon his head, and his face was like the sun, and his feet like pillars of 
fire; 2 and he had in his hand a little book which was open. He placed his right 
foot on the sea and his left on the land; 3 and he cried out with a loud voice, as 
when a lion roars; and when he had cried out, the seven peals of thunder uttered 
their voices.  4 When the seven peals of thunder had spoken, I was about to write; 
and I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Seal up the things which the seven peals 
of thunder have spoken and do not write them.”  5 Then the angel whom I saw 
standing on the sea and on the land lifted up his right hand to heaven, 6 and swore by 
Him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and the things in it, and the earth 
and the things in it, and the sea and the things in it, that there will be delay no longer, 7 
but in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he is about to sound, then the 
mystery of God is finished, as He preached to His servants the prophets.  8 Then the 
voice which I heard from heaven, I heard again speaking with me, and saying, “Go, 
take the book which is open in the hand of the angel who stands on the sea and on the 
land.”  9 So I went to the angel, telling him to give me the little book. And he said to 
me, “Take it and eat it; it will make your stomach bitter, but in your mouth it will be 
sweet as honey.”  10 I took the little book out of the angel’s hand and ate it, and in my 
mouth it was sweet as honey; and when I had eaten it, my stomach was made bitter.  
11 And they said to me, “You must prophesy again concerning many peoples and 
nations and tongues and kings.” 


- Verse 2:


• “little book was open.”  So once again there is much debate about what this little 
book is.  Some scholars believe that this little book is different from the one we 
saw in Rev. 5:1.  Other scholars believe it is the same book.  


• “His right foot on the sea and His left on the land.”  Commentators will speculate 
as to the size of this angels.  Some will says he is a massive angel to have His foot 
in the sea and on the land.  
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Revelation 
- “Ancient readers would have thought of the Colossus of Rhodes, one of the 

ancient “seven wonders of the world,” a 105-foot-high bronze statue of Chelios 
(the patron deity of the city) built in 280 B.C. and destroyed by an earthquake in 
224 B.C. A popular myth stated that its feet were on two huge piers guarding the 
harbor, and ships would pass between its legs.”—Osborne.  It was custom in 
biblical time that a conqueror placed a foot on the land he conquered.  This 
would signify the conqueror had possession of the land where his feet are.  


- “As the angel descends to earth, he plants his right foot on the sea and his left 
foot on the land. Such a stance is most appropriate in view of the colossal size 
of the angel.15 It could also symbolize his authority over the earth in its 
entirety.16 The visual impact is that of an enormous and resplendent angel 
descending from heaven and standing astride both sea and land. This dramatic 
appearance of an authoritative figure from heaven stands in marked contrast to 
the immediately preceding tableau of humanity’s rebellious idolatry and 
immorality (9:20–21).”—Mounce.  It is interesting that this angel no matter how 
big he is, comes to earth directly after we are told of humanities continued 
depravity.  


- “His posture is also an indication of gigantic size. The world despised Christians 
as members of a little, insignificant church. It held all that they stood for as of no 
account. But their faith was based on the word of God and that word is in the 
hands of this colossal figure, who, though only dimly seen through the 
enveloping cloud, spans both land and sea. God’s word is supremely significant. 
It towers above all the affairs of men.”—Morris.  We must keep the right 
perspective on what could be presented in Revelation.  We could argue about 
the size of the angel but what we should focus on is the word of God and the 
massive power and significance of God’s Word on the earth.  


• What we need to understand and know from this angel’s stance is that he has 
brought his message for all the earth. 


- This phrase or something like it is mentioned three times over the course of this 
chapter.  So, this point is important for us to understand and know.  Morris says 
this, “The reason for the choice of foot is not apparent, but treading on both land 
and sea probably indicates mastery over both (cf. Ps. 60:8). He treads the sea 
as easily as the land. It also means that his message is a universal message. It 
concerns all whether on land or sea.”  


- Verse 3:
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• “he cried out with a loud voice.” This phrase has been used in previous 

prophesies: Hos. 11:10, Amos 3:8, and Joel 3:16.  In the Old Testament 
occurrences they refer to God as the one roaring.  This reveals to us that this angel 
is a mighty messenger of God.  


• “The seven peals of thunder uttered their voices.” The call of the angel brought a 
response from the seven thunders.  When thunder is mentioned elsewhere in 
Revelation it is associated with divine punishment or vengeance—Rev. 8:5, 11:19 
(this is an association with the seventh trumpet-plague), and 16:18 (connected 
with the final bowl of God’s wrath).   


- There has been several different interpretations of these thunders.  Of course 
God tells John not to write them down in verse 4 so naturally humanity tries to 
figure out what the message was.  So, humanity thinks they are:  


• 1. God has not proceeded with judgment that He previously was going to 
bring on the earth so that more people could be converted.  


• 2. The revelations were too scary to be revealed at this time—2 Cor. 12:4.  


• 3. “Or perhaps John is using this to oppose certain apocalyptic prophets who 
used these thunders to predict apocalyptic timetables regarding the exact 
time of the eschaton.”—Osborne. 


• 4. These seven peals fo thunder were another set of judgments that had been 
stopped by God for whatever reason.  


• 5. The seven thunders don’t refer to specific judgments but judgment in 
general.  


• 6. It is not yet time for the content of these seven thunders to be revealed.  


- “Seven peals of thunder.”  Once again we have to remember that the number 
seven also represented the number of completion.  Many commentators see this 
with a connection to Ps. 29.  In Ps. 29, “the voice of the Lord” is mentioned 
seven times.  


- Verse 4:


• “Seven thunders are now ready to vent their judgment as well. They have already 
sounded.  They are ready to act; John is ready to write.”—Akin. 


• But a voice from heaven speaks saying, “Seal up the tings which the seven peals 
of thinner have spoken.”  These are the only words in the book of Revelation that 
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are sealed—Rev. 22:10.  For some reason these words are not to be heard.  We 
are not sure why because….they are sealed up.  We hear about other places 
things are sealed—Dan. 8:26, Dan. 12:4&9 and Deut. 29:29.  


- We are not sure why but Akin thinks this sealing is an act of grace, “They will not 
act. He speaks and they are stilled. Is God silencing them as an act of grace and 
mercy? Is it an evidence of God’s long-suffering and patience? How could it be 
if there will “be no more delay” in God’s judgment (10:6 ESV)? We must 
remember, as bad as the seal, trumpets, and bowls are, it could have been 
worse.”   


• Osborne wrote, “John is being told to affirm God’s sovereign control over the 
judgments proclaimed in the thunders and then is prohibited from revealing 
the contents to his readers. The major message is one of sovereignty. God is 
in control, and the saints do not need to know all the details.”
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