
Revelation

Revelation 10 

Revelation 10:1-11


1 I saw another strong angel coming down out of heaven, clothed with a cloud; 
and the rainbow was upon his head, and his face was like the sun, and his feet 
like pillars of fire; 2 and he had in his hand a little book which was open. He placed 
his right foot on the sea and his left on the land; 3 and he cried out with a loud voice, 
as when a lion roars; and when he had cried out, the seven peals of thunder uttered 
their voices.  4 When the seven peals of thunder had spoken, I was about to write; and 
I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Seal up the things which the seven peals of 
thunder have spoken and do not write them.”  5 Then the angel whom I saw standing 
on the sea and on the land lifted up his right hand to heaven, 6 and swore by Him who 
lives forever and ever, who created heaven and the things in it, and the earth and the 
things in it, and the sea and the things in it, that there will be delay no longer, 7 but in 
the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he is about to sound, then the 
mystery of God is finished, as He preached to His servants the prophets.  8 Then the 
voice which I heard from heaven, I heard again speaking with me, and saying, “Go, 
take the book which is open in the hand of the angel who stands on the sea and on the 
land.”  9 So I went to the angel, telling him to give me the little book. And he said to 
me, “Take it and eat it; it will make your stomach bitter, but in your mouth it will be 
sweet as honey.”  10 I took the little book out of the angel’s hand and ate it, and in my 
mouth it was sweet as honey; and when I had eaten it, my stomach was made bitter.  
11 And they said to me, “You must prophesy again concerning many peoples and 
nations and tongues and kings.”


- Chapter 10 Introduction:


• “Revelation 10:1–11:14 is an interlude, or parenthesis, between the sixth and 
seventh trumpets. We saw an earlier interlude in 7:1-17 between the sixth and 
seventh seals. There is no parallel interlude between the sixth and seventh bowl 
judgments in chapter 16.  The reason is clear: When the bowl judgments are 
poured out, “it is done!” (16:17).”—Akin.  


• “We are all keyed up for the climax but it does not come. This is not simply a 
literary device, but part of life. We cannot predict how God’s judgments will work 

1



Revelation
out. They take unexpected courses. There are delays which give opportunity for 
repentance.”—Morris.  


• “Like chapter 7 , this interlude clarifies the role of the saints in the events of the 
seals, trumpets, and bowls and has two parts: the eating of the little scroll ( 10:1–
11 ) and the ministry of the two witnesses ( 11:1–13 ), with a small narrative 
interspersed ( 11:1–2 ).”—Osborne.   


• What will be presented here in chapter 10 is a mighty angel being send down to 
earth.  He comes in the power and authority of God.  He has with Him scroll which 
will be for John as John will continue to prophecy about the end of all things.  
“Chapter 10 revolves around a mighty angel, a little scroll, and a recommissioning 
for John to “prophesy again about many peoples, nations, languages, and kings” 
(10:11).”—Akin.  


- “There is certainly a change of subject matter from chapters 8–9. There we 
witnessed the outpouring of God’s wrath on unbelieving humanity—what 
Revelation repeatedly calls “those who live on the earth” (8:13) or those who 
lack the seal of God’s protection on their foreheads (9:4). Now we see a word of 
encouragement for believers. God’s hidden plan will be completed (10:8). You 
can trust Him to finish things in His time and in His way. You can be confident in 
His purposes, so keep on proclaiming the gospel among “many peoples, 
nations, languages, and kings” (10:11).”—Akin.  


- Verse 1:


• “Devastating and horrific judgment is 
interrupted for a moment. The 
interruption provides “additional 
information bearing on the previous 
events and . . . prepare[s] the reader for 
further developments”.  The interlude 
comes in a glorious and powerful manner 
as God addresses His servant.”—Akin.  


- A strong angel or a mighty angel 
comes down to earth from heaven.  In 
Revelation angels are mentioned 
around 60 times but strong angels or 
mighty angels only show up in 3 places—Rev. 5:2, 10:1, 18:21.  It is debated 
whether these 3 references are the same strong or mighty angel of if they are 
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separate angels.  Some would say that this is 
the angel Gabriel and they make that 
assessment because of what Dan. 12:7 says.  


•“Demons ascend out of the abyss in chapter 9, 
but this angel, as God’s servant, descends from 
above. He comes to earth with great authority 
as God’s ambassador.”—Akin.  


-Some commentators attempt to make the 
argument that this is Jesus Christ but this is a 
bit far fetched.  This angels is a heavenly 
representative that is for sure.  


•“This identification is rejected by most scholars 
because in the Apocalypse Christ never 

elsewhere appears as an angel. In v. 6 the angel supports his declaration 
of no more delay by taking an oath—highly inappropriate for Christ.”—
Mounce. 


• This is probably the most detailed description of an angel we have.  “Up till now 
little has been said about the appearance of angels, attention being rather on what 
they did and said. But this one’s appearance is described fairly fully. Each of the 
points mentioned has elsewhere some connection with God or with Christ, so this 
angel is clearly important.”—Morris.  


- “Clothed with a cloud.”  ““Surrounded [ESV, “wrapped”] by a cloud” symbolizes 
glory, majesty, and power. It recalls the coming of the Son of Man in Daniel 
7:13-14. God led Israel by a cloud (Exod 16:10). Dark clouds covered Sinai when 
the law was given (Exod 19:9). God appeared to Moses in a cloud of glory (Exod 
24:15; 34:5). Indeed the Bible says in Psalm 104:3, “[He makes] the clouds His 
chariot, walking on the wings of the wind.””—Akin.  


• “In 1:7 we are told that Christ is “coming in the clouds” (cf. Dan. 7:13; Matt. 
24:30; 26:64; Acts 1:9–11), and in 1 Thess. 4:17 the believer will meet the 
departed loved ones “in the clouds.” In the OT God appears in a cloud as the 
sign of his “glory” (Exod. 16:10; Lev. 16:2; 1 Kings 8:10; Ezek. 10:4), and the 
angel as his representative also “wears” a cloud as a sign of God’s presence 
and of eschatological glory.”—Osborne.  


- “Rainbow was upon his head.”  ““Surrounded [ESV, “wrapped”] by a cloud” 
symbolizes glory, majesty, and power. It recalls the coming of the Son of Man in 
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Daniel 7:13-14. God led Israel by a cloud (Exod 16:10). Dark clouds covered 
Sinai when the law was given (Exod 19:9). God appeared to Moses in a cloud of 
glory (Exod 24:15; 34:5). Indeed the Bible says in Psalm 104:3, “[He makes] the 
clouds His chariot, walking on the wings of the wind.””—Akin. 


• “just as God in 4:3 has a rainbow encircling his throne, signifying his mercy. In 
Ezek. 1:28 and Rev. 4:3 the rainbow encircled God, but here the rainbow is 
“over his head” almost like a crown. Thus God’s glory and his mercy are 
represented in the angel.”—Osborne. 


• ““While the cloud symbolizes judgment, the rainbow represents God’s 
covenant mercy in the midst of judgment (as it did in 4:3)””—MacArthur.  


- “His face was like the sun.”  “The angel’s “face was like the sun,” brilliant and 
radiant, for he had been in the presence of God. As a result, he is an awesome 
reflection of the Lord.”—Akin.  “Like the face of Jesus on the Mount of 
Transfiguration (Matt 17:2), the face of the angel shone like the sun.”—Mounce. 


- “His feet like pillars of fire.”  ““His legs were like fiery pillars,” a picture of stability 
and uncompromising holiness. And with a possible background background in 
the exodus wanderings, ideas of guidance, protection, and deliverance are 
lurking about.”—Akin.  “Since the theme of the Exodus is always in the 
background of this central section of Revelation, it is quite possible that the 
angel’s legs would recall the pillar of fire and cloud that gave both protection 
(Exod 14:19, 24) and guidance (Exod 13:21–22) to the children of Israel in their 
wilderness journey.”—Mounce.  


• “again like Christ (in 1:15, “his feet were like gleaming brass refined in a 
furnace”).”—Osborne.  


• “The description of the angel fits his message: the bow recalls God’s promise 
through Noah, the pillar of fire God’s presence in the wilderness, and the scroll the 
tablets of stone.”—Mounce.  
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