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Matthew 5:14-16 
says: 
 
“You are the light of 
the world. A city set 
on a hill cannot be 
hidden; nor does    
anyone light a lamp 
and put it   under a 
basket, but on the 
lampstand, and it 
gives light to all who 
are in the house.  Let 
your light shine before 
men in such a way 
that they may see 
your good works, and    
glorify your    Father 
who is in heaven.”   
 
 
 

 

As we approach 
Christmas, my mind 
wanders back to when 
I worked at  
Best Buy.  
  
We watch movies 
about being kind and 
having   Christmas        
spirit.   
We listen to music 
about having great joy 
and loving each     
other.   
 
When I would run 
around the Best Buy 
store trying to get  
people what they 
wanted or find    
something            
comparable, there 
were none of these 
things in them - or in 
me.  There were no 
kind words    ex-
changed or any care 
for the other person.        
The   busy-ness of the 
season came upon us 

and we let it take hold 
of us.   
 
Take it from someone 
who has  experienced 
the “no joy” - the ‘soul 
crushingness’  
( if that is even a 
word ) - of the         
busy-ness of the   
season ... 
 
Please, don’t let this 
happen to you.  If you 
are a believer in 
Christ, God has called 
you to be different 
from the world.  Don’t 
let the world’s       
busy-ness capture 
you.  Be a light during 
this busy season.   

Newsletter 
“For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given: and the     

government shall be upon His shoulder: and His name shall be 

called Wonderful, 

Counsellor, The 

mighty God,  The 

everlasting Father, 

The Prince of Peace.   

Of the increase of 

his government and 

peace there shall be no end”               Isaiah  9:6 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 
Be the light that    
people need this          
season.  See the  
people that you       
interact with at the 
store as real people 
who need an en-
couraging 
word.  See the wait-
er or waitress as a 
real person and 
shine your light to 
them.   
Go out of your way 
to be encouraging 
and to compliment 
people.   
 
You may just be the 
only joy they see 
this  Christmas   
season.  



In Indiana, a 

candy maker 

wanted to 

make a    

candy that 

could be a reminder of Jesus 

Christ, so he made the   

Christmas candy cane.  

He started off with a stick of 

pure white hard candy. The 

white color symbolized the 

virgin birth and the sinless  

nature of Jesus, and the hard 

candy symbolized the solid 

rock which was the foundation 

of the church, and firmness of 

the promises of God. 

The candy maker made the 

candy in the form of a J, which 

represented the name of    

Jesus and the staff of the 

Good Shepherds. He then 

stained it with three stripes 

which showed the scourging 

Jesus received, and          

symbolized the blood shed by 

Christ on the cross. When you 

break the cane, it reminds us 

that Jesus' body was bro-

ken for us. 

CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS 
Even before Christ’s 

birth, trees that stayed 

green all year long      

carried special meaning 

for people. A green, 

thriving tree in the dead 

of winter reminded    

people of hope and new life. Because of 

Jesus Christ, we can have everlasting life, 

so we can choose to see the evergreen 

tree as a natural symbol of Him and His 

gift to us.  

The star is one of the most recognizable 

symbols of the holiday. It represents the 

star that appeared in the sky when Jesus 

Christ was born. Five years before Jesus 

was born, Samuel the Lamanite     

prophesied of the signs of the Savior’s 

birth, including the appearance of a 

bright new star. The star led the Wise 

Men to Jesus and reminds us to follow 

the light of the Savior just as the Wise 

Men followed the light of the star to find 

Him.  

May the beautiful lights of 

every holiday season     

remind us of Him who is 

the source of all light.” 

Christmas lights can remind us that  

Jesus Christ is the Light of the World. 

They can also remind us to be lights to 

others and to help others come unto 

Christ.                                                      

For centuries, candles have brought 

brightness and warmth to the season. 

Candles can also represent the light of 

the star that appeared at the birth of the 

Savior, and like other 

lights, remind us that 

He is the Light of the 

World. 

All of the information was taken from an online article called the Ten Symbols of Christmas by Charlotte Larcabal and Eric Murdock 

The poinsettia originates 

from Mexico, and like 

the evergreen tree, it is a plant that 

thrives during the winter and    

symbolizes new life. But it doesn’t 

stop there! Their shape resembles a 

star, like the one that led the Wise 

Men to Jesus. Red poinsettias can 

remind us of the blood that Christ 

spilled for us.  

The sharp edges of the holly leaf can 

remind us of the crown of thorns 

placed on the Savior’s head The red  

holly berry can   

remind us of His 

blood shed for all of 

us.  

Their circular shape can      

represent eternity.  

Wreaths hung on doors or in     

windows are like a symbolic       

invitation for the spirit of       

Christmas to fill our homes with 

the joy of the season.  
For centuries, bells have been rung to announce 

the arrival of the Christmas season. They can 

symbolize the announcement of the birth of 

Christ when angels in heaven praised God and declared, 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 

toward men.”  

Christmas is the season of 

giving.  Remember the Wise 

Men who came to see Jesus; 

and that Jesus is the true 

“Gift from God”. 

https://www.spanglercandy.com/candy-store/traditional-candy-canes


“Jesus came into the world bearing a 

message of paramount importance: 

God is our creator, sustainer, and re-

deemer; to see the Father, we must 

look at His Son.”  

Pat Robertson 

 

 We know that the reason 

for the season is to       

celebrate Christ’s birth 

and we say that this is 

what we want to do. Yet, 

we get so busy with     

decorating (and fixing  

broken lights!), buying 

presents (and waiting in 

lines!), and going to     

parties (and getting stuck 

in traffic!) – and we add all 

these things to our normal   

schedules that are probably      

already too full! 

There is no room for Jesus in our 

hearts when we’re rushing 

around, pushing to get more 

done, and trying so hard to make 

people happy. Just like the Inn-

keeper whose Inn was too full for 

Jesus so also our schedules may 

not leave time – unhurried time – 

to appreciate and enjoy Jesus. 

Bill Gaultiere  

Make Room For Jesus  this Christmas 

Advent Wreaths 

Advent 
wreaths have 
their origins in 
the folk       
traditions of   
northern      
Europe, where 
in the deep of 
winter people 
lit  candles on 
wheel-shaped bundles of       
evergreen. Both the evergreen 
and the circular shape         
symbolized ongoing life. The 
candlelight gave comfort at 
this darkest time of the year, as 
people looked forward to the 
longer days of spring. 

Later, Eastern European   
Christians adopted this       
practice. By the sixteenth     
century, they were  making   
Advent wreaths much as we 
know them today. An advent 
wreath traditionally contains 
four candles-three purple and 
one rose. Purple dyes were one 
so rare and costly that they 
were associated with royalty; 
the Roman Catholic Church has 
long used this color around 
Christmas and Easter to honor 
Jesus. The three purple       
candles in the Advent wreath    
symbolize hope, peace, and 
love. These candles are lit on 
the first, second, and fourth 
Sundays of   Advent. The rose 
candle, which symbolizes joy, is 
usually lit on the third Sunday. 

Sometimes a fifth candle is 
placed inside the Advent 
wreath. This   candle is lit on 
Christmas Day. It is white, the 
color associated with angels 
and the birth of Jesus. 

https://www1.cbn.com/profiles/bill-gaultiere
https://www.infoplease.com/calendar-holidays/calendars/time-measurement-time-zones-and-international-date-line
https://www.infoplease.com/encyclopedia/religion/christian/branches/roman-catholic-church
https://www.infoplease.com/encyclopedia/religion/christian/early-bios/jesus-jesus-christ


enough to eat and who 

are cold. You can go and 

greet these people.  

Take an old blanket out 

to them or make a    

sandwich and say, 

"Here." 

And if you give, then it 

can happen, the miracle 

can   happen to you.  

Not just the poor and 

hungry ...Everybody's  

gotta have this      

miracle!” 

If you believe, then the  

miracle will happen and 

you'll want it again  

tomorrow! You won't say, 

"Christmas is once a 

year and it's a fraud." 

It's not!  It can happen 

every day! You'll want 

it every day! 

Have a Merry Christmas. 

Everybody!” 

“You have to do     

something. You have to 

take a chance and get 

involved.  There are  

people that don't have 

NEWSLETTER 

Bill Murray 

“Scrooged”   1988             
  

from the transcript of  

On Saturday,  December 

7th, our church ladies 

gathered for their 2nd 

annual women’s   Christ-

mas Event.  Last year, we 

went to the Cambria 

Christmas Festival.       

This year, we made Christmas 

trees to take to the Vets hall as 

well as some of our own         

creations to take home.   

There was an abundance of fun, 

food and fellowship.   

 

All Church Christmas Potluck 

Sunday, December 22nd after worship service.   

Please bring a potluck item to share.                               

The church will be providing the 

main course 



Whew, we made it 
through the first holiday 
of the holiday season. 
Our contribution to the 
community dinners each 
month at the Morro Bay 
vets hall has assisted in 
providing over 20,000 
meals to date. Who could 
have imagined when we 
volunteered 2 years ago 
for 6 meals a year that 
we would be where we 

are today. 
Each month there is a 
growing group of         
volunteers helping to 
prep meals on Sunday 
afternoon and serve 
meals on Monday      
evenings. 
We are nearing the end 
of 2019, the year that we 
stepped up to provide 12 
meals; one each second 
Monday of the month. 

I couldn’t have asked 
for any better        
outpouring of love 

and support for this    
ministry. 
Last year I added a      
reminder to my work 
space that “gratitude is 
the best attitude”. I have 
seen that truth born out in 
the people that we serve 
each month. Gratitude 
has nothing to do with 
physical possessions or 
accumulating wealth. 
Gratitude is the          
happiness we feel to be 
able to serve another 
person even if our       
service isn’t perfect. God 
makes it perfect in Him. 
 
2 Corinthians 4:15 

“All this is for your   
benefit, so that the 
grace that is reaching 
more and more    
people may cause 
thanksgiving to   
overflow to the glory 
of God.” 
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VETS HALL DINNER  

On Sunday, November 

10th, Hallie and her team 

prepared  steamed      

vegetables and 8  15lb 

meat loaves to serve on 

the 11th at the Morro Bay 

Vets Hall. 

There were 93 people 

served that day! 

Hallie Honn 



 Recently I 

was talking with our 

daughter Joelle about a trip I had tak-

en years ago on the Pacific Coast Trail 

up in Washington state. She was men-

tioning how she and her boyfriend 

wanted to hike a portion of the trail 

my friend and I had hiked right after 

we graduated from high school. We 

talked about what would be needed 

for the trip. I recommended a good 

back pack that allowed her to carry 

the weight of the pack on her hips. 

Also, a warm jacket, just incase the 

weather turned bad. Good hiking 

boots were a must, as you have to 

protect your feet. And also, bug juice 

to keep the mosquitoes away. They 

can be horrible in the summer time. It 

had been some time since I recalled 

my hiking days, and it was fun to remi-

nisce. I remember the many hills my 

friend and I climbed, and the many 

valleys we walked through, literally 

and figuratively. I shared how we 

would get to the top of one hill or 

mountain, only to find another valley 

to go through, before the next moun-

tain was in front of us. Funny how God 

brings things to remembrance just 

when we can use it. As I was preparing 

for my Christmas Sermon Series, I was 

studying a passage in the Book of Isai-

ah, when I noticed how God gave the 

prophet a word for the day, and a 

word for the future. The thing about 

these different prophecies 

is this: they could be right 

next to each other on the 

page, but, one could be for 

something that was about to 

happen, and the next could be 

a prophecy for years down the 

road. So, as you read certain 

passages, it is like looking at a 

series of mountains all in a 

row, but you don’t realize 

there are many valleys in be-

tween. Just like when I was 

hiking in the mountains, you 

could see there were other 

mountains down the trail after 

the mountain we were climb-

ing, but, you just didn’t know 

of all the valleys in between. 

Life is much the same.  

  When the Assyrians 

attacked the nations of Israel 

and Judah, God had a plan in 

it, and that was to bring His 

children to repentance. But, in 

the midst of death and sor-

row, God gave a promise of 

hope. “Then a shoot will 

spring from the stem of Jesse, 

and a branch from his roots 

will bear fruit.” (Isaiah 11:1 

NASU) The promise was one 

that would not take place for 

another 700 years, with the 

coming of the Messiah, Jesus, 

the Son of God. On December 

1st, we begin our Advent Sea-

son with the lighting of our 

colored candles and readings 

that go along with our theme 

each week. The first candle 

represents hope. To me, and 

many others, Jesus is our 

hope. Hope for today, and 

hope that will take us into 

eternity. Hope that when we 

get to the top of the hill, only 

to discover a deep valley full 

of mosquitoes and other un-

pleasantries, that He and His 

grace will always be sufficient 

enough to see us through. Da-

vid in the 23rd Psalm, reminds 

us of this so beautifully. There 

were times when my friend 

and I got to the top of the 

mountain that we just wanted 

to stay there. The views were 

spectacular, and who wanted 

to go down, only to know we 

had to trudge up one more 

mountain after the valley we 

were facing. Not sure if you 

are on the way up the moun-

tain, on the way down, or 

somewhere in the swamps on 

the valley floor, but I do hope 

during this Christmas season, 

you are reminded that Jesus, 

Immanuel, God with us, is still 

present, and He still brings 

hope to the world.  

Merry Christmas,  

I Love You,  

Pastor Bob  

Pastor Bob Tubbs 

First Baptist Church of Los Osos                             First Baptist Church of Los Osos 



“God bless us, every one.” 

Tiny Tim-  fro
m “Scrooge” 

 

  As parents of three, Antone and I will both admit we have made some mistakes and wish we had a 

few “do overs.” One of the biggest mistakes came Christmas 2006. Our kids were always picking up 

presents from under the tree and guessing what they were according to the Christmas list they had 

given us.  Well, Antone and I decided we were going to curb this behavior by switching the names on 

their gifts. This way all of Natalie’s gifts would have Eli’s name on them and all of Wendy’s gifts would 

have Eli’s name on them and so on. So, they would shake what gifts they thought were theirs and be 

completely stumped as to what was inside. We thought we were geniuses! Well, Christmas morning 

came and we set three stacks of gifts in a row and the kids all went and set by the stack that had their 

name on it. They were all prepared to rip open the gifts in front of them when we broke the news that 

the gifts in front of them actually didn’t belong to them and that they all needed to switch places. A 

quiet fell over the room, and we gave the instructions once more. Well, in the time leading up to 

Christmas morning they had become so attached to the gifts they thought were theirs that they could-

n’t image not opening those gifts. That’s when a load of shrills, and cries began to fill the room! They 

refused to open the different gifts! In that moment, Ant and I realized we had made a huge mistake. 

We started trying to fix it, but, things were just getting worse! They continued to cry as they opened 

the gifts that we had gotten for them specifically. Wendy who was around 6 years old, had just opened 

a new bike we got her for  

Christmas, and she was crying because she wanted the Legos that Eli had gotten, because she still be-

lieved that they belonged to her. It was like the bike didn’t even exist!   

 As children of God, sometimes we can fall into the same trap. We look at all the spiritual gifts God has 

given to others and believe that they should be ours. You might have the wonderful gift of teaching, 

but really want the gift of prophecy. You become so focused on the gift you want to have, that you miss 

the beauty and awesomeness of the gift God has placed right in your lap. This Christmas season, I want 

to encourage you to explore the spiritual gifts God has given you and pray for him to show you how to 

use them. According to Paul in 1 Corinthians 7:7 He says, “I wish that all of you were as I am. But each 

of you has your own gift from God; one has this gift, another has that.” You have been given a gift from 

God for the purpose of bringing Him glory. Don’t sit around and cry, wishing He had given you a differ-

ent gift! Get out there and use what God has given you!   

   Merry Christmas church family! May God bless you and your families this holiday season!  

Brandie 

 

First Baptist Church of Los Osos                             First Baptist Church of Los Osos 

Brandie’s Notes 



December 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 Choir practice 

8:30 am 

Worship 10:30 am 

Tellers: Pam and 

Candii 

2 3 4 5 6 
 

Choir practice  

5:30-7:00pm 

7 

8Choir practice 

8:30 am 

Worship 10:30 am 

 

 

9 Julie & Fred 
Colligan 10 11 12 13 

 

Choir practice  

5:30-7:00pm 

14 

15Choir    

practice 8:30 am 

 

Worship 10:30 am 

16 17 18 19 20  

 

Choir practice  

5:30-7:00pm 

21 

22Choir   

practice 8:30 am 

Worship 10:30 am 

  Church Christmas 

Potluck  after    

worship service.   

23 24  25 26 27 
 

Choir practice  

5:30-7:00pm 

28 

29Choir   

practice 8:30 am 

Worship & Lord’s 

Supper Service 

10:30 am   

30 31                 

 

 

 New Year’s Eve 

    

Community Group  

6:30 p.m. 

Community Group  

6:30 p.m. 

Community Group  

6:30 p.m. 

No Community 

Group  

Christmas Eve 

Service - First 

Baptist church 

of Los Osos   

6:30 pm 

HOPE 

LOVE 

JOY 

PEACE 

 

Women’s Event 

12:30 pm 

Prep after church      

for vets hall dinner  
Vets Hall Dinner 

4:30 pm 

CHRIST 

Due to the Holidays, there will be no January Newsletter. 



How to contact us: 

Phone Number:  805-772-2466 

Website:  www.northmorro.church 

Email:   northmorro.church@gmail.com 

Facebook:  North Morro Church 

Address:   330 Panay Street 

   Morro Bay, CA 93442 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday:  (2nd and 4th Mondays of each 

month)                              9:30 am -  5:00 pm 

    

Thursday:  9:30  am - 5:00 pm 

Friday:   9:30 am - 5:00 pm 

 

Hope 

12/1  Love 

12/8  

Joy 

12/15 
Peace 

12/22 

C 

H 

R 

I 

S 

T 

12/29 

 

The  

Five  

Sundays  

of  

Advent 



“7And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no 
room for them in the inn. 

8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 

9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
round about them: and they were sore afraid. 

10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people. 

11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. 

12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God, and saying, 

14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good 

will toward men.” 

Luke 2:7-14 

Traditional Site of Jesus’ Nativity 

Photos courtesy of Terry Brown 



“And he puzzled and 

puzzled, till his     

puzzler was sore. 

Then the Grinch thought of      

something he hadn't before! 

"Maybe Christmas," he thought, 

"doesn't come from a store. 

Maybe Christmas… perhaps… 

means a little bit more."  

“How The Grinch Stole  

Christmas” animated 

Dr. Seuss      
version - 

1966 


