
Ps. 138

Scripture Reading: My Notes

Ps. 138:1-8
1I will give You thanks with 
all my heart;

What does the righteous person do?  They give thanks to God 
with all their heart.  The person who praises God with their whole 

heart is as Spurgeon says, “a man on fire.  He is terrible to the 
adversaries of the Most High.”  A person who praises God with 

their whole heart sets others a blazed with their fire.  Other 
believers are encouraged READ: Heb. 3:12-13, “Take care, 

brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving 
heart that falls away from the living God. 13But encourage one 
another day after day, as long as it is still called “Today,” so that 

none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. Hebrews 
3:12-13NASB, non-believer wonder READ: Mat. 5:13-16, “You 

are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, how 
can it be made salty   again?   It is no longer good for anything, 

except to be thrown out and trampled under foot by men. 14“You 
are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden;  

 15nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on 
the lamp stand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.  

16Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may 
see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven. 

Matthew 5:13-16NASB, and those who are opposed to God don’t 
know what to do with them TALK ABOUT: Job and Jesus when 

He was tempted.
I will sing praises to You 
before the gods.

See the psalmist talks about singing praises before other gods.  
The Psalmist is pointing out the human condition.  We make up 
other gods.  This is what we as believers are up against.  
Humanity making there gods and serving them instead of the true 
God.  There is one true God and that is the God we serve.  
READ: 1 Cor. 8:4-6, “Therefore concerning the eating of things 
sacrificed to idols, we know that there is no such thing as an idol 
in the world, and that there is no God but one.  5For even if there 
are so-called gods whether in heaven or on earth, as indeed 
there are many gods and many lords, 6yet for us there is but one 
God, the Father, from whom are all things and we   exist   for 
Him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we  
 exist   through Him. 1 Corinthians 8:4-6NASB.  The Psalmist 
then tells us what the proper response to God is with most of the 
rest of the Psalm.

2I will bow down toward Your 
holy temple
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And give thanks to Your 
name for Your 
lovingkindness and Your 
truth;
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For You have magnified Your 
word according to all Your 
name.s

We need to understand that God’s word is the #1 way that God 
will speak to us and direct us.  READ: Isa. 55:10-11, “For as the 
rain and the snow come down from heaven, And do not return 
there without watering the earth And making it bear and sprout, 
And furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater; 11So 
will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It will not return 
to Me empty, Without accomplishing what I desire, And without 
succeeding in the matter for which I sent it. Isaiah 
55:10-11NASB.”
  His word has it purpose in our lives.  Often times we see in our 
time people are looking for answers from God but they are not 
looking in His word.  They look everywhere else for some sort of 
answer.  Now God does answer or instruct us in other ways 
besides His word but His word is the biggest way He speaks to 
us.  Now the question comes are you spending time in God’s 
word?  Are you sending time reading and studying through God’s 
word the biggest way He speaks to us?  The Psalmist says God 
has magnified His word.  This means that God see His word as 
important or He put special honor on it so we definitely should.  
When we seek to understand we need to go to God’s word.  
When we seek to be refreshed we need to go to God’s word.  It 
the first place we should God to build our relationship with God.  
READ: 2 Peter 1:2-3, “Grace and peace be multiplied to you in 
the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord;   3seeing that His 
divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and 
godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by 
His own glory and excellence.  2 Peter 1:2-3   NASB
   Nothing but God’s word will reveal Christ to us.  READ: Luke 
24:25-27, “And He said to them,   “O foolish men and slow of 
heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken!   26Was it 
not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter 
into His glory?”   27Then beginning with Moses and with all the 
prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in 
all the Scriptures. Luke 24:25-27 NASB
   Yeah we can tell each other about Christ but we learn about 
Christ from God’s word.  God’s word directs lost souls to Christ so 
God will take forgive sins.  Sanctification(being made Holy) 
comes by God’s word through the Spirit.  READ:    John 17:17, 
“Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. John 17:17NASB
   None of the worldly philosophies or teachings will save us from 
the punishment we deserve.  READ: Acts4:12, “And there is 
salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven 
that has been given among men by which we must be saved.” 
Acts 4:12 NASB
   God’s word is the Christians comfort, hope, and peace.  God’s 
word is food, drink, and shelter for the believer.  We need to seek 
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3On the day I called, You 
answered me;

We see the Psalmist called to God for an answer.  Other 
translation say cry or cried to God.  This is deep sense of need of 
God.  It is understanding inability in ourselves and having 
confidence in God.  So, what should we do when we are having 
trouble or struggling?  Cry out to God, call on Him in our time of 
need.  

You made me bold with 
strength in my soul.

What did God do when the Psalmist called out?  God made the 
psalmist bold with strength in soul.  God did take the trouble or 
trial way.  He equipped the Psalmist for the battle ahead.  READ: 
Heb. 13:20-21, “Now the God of peace, who brought up from the 
dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the 
eternal covenant,   even Jesus our Lord, 21equip you in every 
good thing to do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in 
His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. Hebrews 13:20-21NASB’
  

4All the kings of the earth will 
give thanks to You, O   Lord,
When they have heard the 
words of Your mouth.
5And they will sing of the 
ways of the   Lord,
For great is the glory of the  
 Lord.

This time has not come yet.  We need to be bold in sharing the 
Gospel so that people can hear the word of your mouth.  We 
need to proclaim God’s powerful word.

6For though the   Lord   is 
exalted,

God is glorious!  He is majestic! He is infinite!  Yet, GO TO THE 
NEXT VERSE

Yet He regards the lowly,
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But the haughty He knows 
from afar.

He regards or holds high those that are lowly.  What does it mean 
to be lowly?  It means being humble, hunger and thrusting for 
righteousness, and conforming to Christ.  Being lowly cause us to 
listen with respect to opinions of others; knowing that we are 
imperfect; and be a forgiving people knowing that others are not 
perfect as well.  This causes us to examine our character.  Are we 
lowly and regarded by God? Or are we as the rest of the verse 
speaks about haughty and far from God. 

7Though I walk in the midst 
of trouble, You will revive 
me;

Life is constant action.  If action stops then life eventually will 
stop.  I you are not feeding yourself you will not last long.  Life is 
always on the move and as the Psalmist talks of walking we need 
to be continually moving in our spiritual lives as well.  So even in 
the mist of trouble we need to continue to move and grow 
spiritually.  

You will stretch forth Your 
hand against the wrath of my 
enemies,
And Your right hand will save 
me.

God delivers us when we are over our heads.  READ: 1 Cor. 
10:13, “13No temptation has overtaken you but such as is 
common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be 
tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will 
provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure 
it. 1 Corinthians 10:13NASB.”
 

8The   Lord   will accomplish 
what concerns me;

This verse should fill us with assurance.  Why?  Because God is 
really at work in us, through us, and around us.  God is 
accomplishing the things that will need to be done.  It is not our 
strength our or our abilities it is God working to accomplish His 
will.  READ: Philippians 2:12-13, “So then, my beloved, just as 
you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now 
much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and 
trembling;   13for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and 
to work for   His good pleasure. Philippians 2:12-13NASB
   God will also finish his work.  He will complete His work in us.  
READ: Philippians 1:6, “For I am   confident of this very thing, 
that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day 
of Christ Jesus. Philippians 1:6   NASB

Your lovingkindness, O  
 Lord, is everlasting;
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Do not forsake the works of 
Your hands.

This is a blanket call to God not abandon Israel.  We know that 
God will finish His work in us.  This an example of the Psalmist 
praying for his nation.   

Psalms 138:1-8   NASB
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