
Prepare to Worship

Scripture Reading: 
Jeremiah 31:31-34

My Notes

Ps. 95:1-11
1O come, let us sing for 
joy to the   Lord,

This opening section is 3 different calls to worship.  
Each call is unique in its own way.  But why does the 

Psalmist emphasis the different calls to worship?  
What is the purpose behind 3 different calls to 

worship?  The multiple calls serve to prepare the 
worshippers hearts for worship.  We need to be 
prepared to enter into worshiping the God of the 

universe.
Let us shout joyfully to 
the rock of our salvation.

The first call to worship God is here in verse 1.  This 
would be said as they would move towards a 
sanctuary.  There is no easing us into this beginning.  
The Psalmist opens with a flood of powerful words 
of worship.  The Psalmist says to shout, sing for joy, 
or sing aloud!  Man that is awesome isn't it?  But lets 
be honest, how many of us this is how we come to 
worship?  How many of us are shouting and 
pumped up to come to worship God with our fellow 
believers?  Some of us are just happy we made it 
almost on time.  Or others are fighting to stay 
awake.  Others have so much to do afterwards it is 
all you can think about.  This is how our lives are 
now.  Most of us put little preparation into most of 
the things we do in this life.  We can not approach 
worship times the same way.  How much we 
prepare for worship is directly related to how much 
we get from our worship.    
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So how do we prepare for worship?  There are 5 
ways that we can prepare to worship God.  the first 
is be active participants.  Jordan Kauflin says it is 
like going to see a sporting event.  You have very 
little prep and go to be entertained, or moved, or 
amazed.  Jordan Kauflin continues saying it this 
way, “We can have the same attitude as we come to 
our Sunday gatherings. We come with the 
expectation, spoken or assumed, that everyone else 
needs to make sure we have a good time. I need my 
kids to be taken care of. I need people to seek me 
out. I need the music to sound a certain way. I need 
the preacher to stop speaking on time so that I can 
get on with my life. As for Jesus? Hopefully he 
shows up by his Spirit so I can have a spiritual, 
emotional experience that carries me through my 
week. We come as spectators, expecting to be 
served.”  We need to prepare to for Sundays as 
workers as opposed to spectators. READ: Rom. 
12:9-13, “9Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what 
is evil; cling to what is good. 10Be devoted to one 
another in brotherly love; give preference to one 
another in honor;  11not lagging behind in diligence, 
fervent in spirit, serving the Lord;  12rejoicing in 
hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer,  
13contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing 
hospitality.”  Romans 12:9-13NASB
  We need to know the things we need to do READ: 
1 Peter 4:10, “10As each one has received 
a special gift, employ it in serving one another as 
good stewards of the manifold grace of God.  1 
Peter 4:10NASB, think about how we are going to 
serve the church body this day, and remember how 
important our role is to the church but more 
importantly to God.  
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2Let us come before His 
presence with 
thanksgiving,

Verse 2 marks the second call to worship and this 
would be given near the entry of the worship place. 
This would call to worship would be made in the 
outer courts.  

Let us shout joyfully to 
Him with psalms.

So the first thing that the Jewish nation would do 
when coming to worship is shout for joy to God then 
they would be thankful to Him for all He has done for 
them.  These things would be done before worship 
in the building event happened.  They were 
preparing themselves to get into the right 
perspective.  You may be seeing a theme starting to 
develop in these first 2 calls to worship.  They are all 
about God and not the worshipper.  To often we 
come in and want something for us.  We are here to 
worship God, glorify God, and honor God; not 
ourselves.  To often we come to worship for 
ourselves and for our edification.  Why should we be 
so focused on bringing glory to God?  READ 
VERSE 3-

3For the   Lord   is a great 
God
And a great King above 
all gods,
4In whose hand are the 
depths of the earth,
The peaks of the 
mountains are His also.
5The sea is His, for it was 
He who made it,
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And His hands formed 
the dry land.

God is the owner of all things.  He created them all 
and owns them all.  His power extends is over all 
creation.  Why should it every be about glorifying 
ourselves?  We should come to worship to offer 
praise to God because he is more than worthy of 
our praise.  READ: Ps. 145:3, “3Great is the Lord, 
and highly to be praised, And His greatness is 
unsearchable.” Psalms 145:3NASB  READ: Ps. 
96:4, “For great is the   Lord   and greatly to be 
praised; He is to be feared above all gods.” Psalms 
96:4NASB
 

6Come, let us worship 
and bow down,

This is the 3rd call to worship and we see this is to 
be done in the holy place of worship.  

Let us kneel before the  
 Lord   our Maker.
7For He is our God,
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And we are the people of 
His pasture and the 
sheep of His hand.

This call is the people proclaiming aloud that God is 
their God and they are His people.  Publicly 
declaring their allegiance to God.  We see that God 
being the shepherd is emphases here in this call.  
Yet again point to God as the one who is worth of 
praise. But we see another element here.  Again the 
Psalmist points out like many of the other Psalms 
we have already looked at that God is the one that 
leads us.  He is the good shepherd and we follow 
Him.  He leads us and guides us in the way that we 
should go.  What does that mean as far as worship 
service?  READ: Matt. 23:11-12, “11But the greatest 
among you shall be your servant.  12Whoever 
exalts himself shall be humbled; and whoever 
humbles himself shall be exalted.” Matthew 
23:11-12 NASB  God gave us the example in Christ.  
He lead us gave us the example life to walk.  When 
we come into worship it should be about serving 
God and serving others just as He has shown us 
over and over again.  
 

Today, if you would hear 
His voice,
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8Do not harden your 
hearts, as at Meribah,

Here is another way to prepare for worship.  When 
we gather for worship to sing songs of praise, to 
read scripture, or to here the word of God preached 
we need to know that God will speak.  Do we come 
to church expecting to here God speak?  Do we 
come in active anticipation to hear what God is 
going to say to each one of us?  Here from God is 
awesome and a glorious thing.  We should come to 
worship asking God to speak to you and reveal to 
you the message He has for you.  The verse says, 
“if you would hear.”  He is speaking are we going to 
listen?  Jesus prepared the way for us to be able to 
hear God speak to us. READ: Heb. 10:19-22, 
“19Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to 
enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus, 20by a 
new and living way which He inaugurated for us 
through the veil, that is, His flesh, 21and since we 
have a great priest over the house of God, 22let us 
draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of 
faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean   from an evil 
conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.” 
Hebrews 10:19-22   NASB
 

As in the day of Massah 
in the wilderness,
9“When your fathers 
tested Me,
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They tried Me, though 
they had seen My work.

Another way we can prepare for worship is to 
prepare to respond.  God was tested as these 
verses tell us.  When we come to worship expecting 
to hear God speak and He does it requires a 
response but a right response.  We see that these 
people had seen the work of God and yet 
responded incorrectly.  What is a right response to 
God speaking to us?  READ: Isa. 6:8-10, “8Then I 
heard the voice of the Lord, saying, “Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for Us?” Then I said, “Here 
am I. Send me!”   9He said, “Go, and tell this 
people: ‘Keep on listening, but do not perceive; 
Keep on looking, but do not understand.’  10“Render 
the hearts of this people insensitive, Their ears dull, 
And their eyes dim, Otherwise they might see with 
their eyes, Hear with their ears, Understand with 
their hearts, And return and be healed.” Isaiah 
6:8-10NASB  God asked Isaiah to go to his people 
and tell them of God and they would not listen and 
they would be taken and dispersed.  So what does 
Isaiah do?  He does exactly what God asked him to 
do.  It did not make him popular, it did not make him 
comfortable, people were not serving him, but he did 
what God told him to do.  We need to respond to the 
word of God speaking to us.  It becomes so easy to 
be convicted on a Sunday about what we are doing 
and forget about it on a Monday making no change 
having no response to God speaking to us.
 

10“For forty years I 
loathed   that  
 generation,
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And said they are a 
people who err in their 
heart,
And they do not know My 
ways.
11“Therefore I swore in 
My anger,
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Truly they shall not enter 
into My rest.”

This brings us to our final way that we can prepare 
for worship and that is rest in Him.  The Psalmist 
points out that there is no rest in being loathed by 
God.  There is no rest in being people of err, or not 
knowing God’s ways, or being in God’s anger.  
When we truly come to worship God as believer and 
followers of Jesus Christ we will find rest in Him. 
READ: Matt. 11:28-30, “Come to Me, all who are 
weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  
29Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I 
am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest 
for your souls.  30For My yoke is easy and My 
burden is light.”  Matthew 11:28-30NASB
  We find rest because Christ has covered our sins 
and our brokenness as God’s anger does not fall on 
us. We don’t to worry about making a sacrifice to 
God for our brokenness. Christ’s sacrifice cover 
once for all those who believe.  READ: Heb. 
9:11-12, “But when Christ appeared as a high priest 
of the good things to come, He entered through the 
greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with 
hands, that is to say, not of this creation; 12and not 
through the blood of goats and calves, but through 
His own blood, He entered the holy place once for 
all, having obtained eternal redemption…"Hebrews 
9:11-12   NASB  This is freeing because we can now 
come to God and have rest in Him.  Not having to 
worry if our sin separates us.  READ: 1 Peter3:18, 
“For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for 
the unjust, so that He might bring us to God, having 
been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the 
spirit; 1 Peter 3:18. 
We need to come to worship and prepare ourselves 
to rest in Him.  Put aside all the worldly things that 
might distract us and rest in God.    
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Psalms 95:1-11   NASB
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So the 5 Preparationsthatwe
looked at Sunday were

1Participate as opposed to spectateV I
2 HAVEARightPERSPECTIVE V27
3ReadyAndExpectingto hearGodSpeak V 7
4RespondtoGod v 8 l
5Restin GodU11
WhichoftheseArethehardest for you
How important

is it to propaneforworship
whodoes it

affect ifyouArenotprepared

I Briefly
touched onthisSundayBut we need toprepareto edifyothers

WeneedtoBeAn
EncouragementSERVEPAYforExhortAndcareforEachother

ICor1426
Doyoucometo

churchexpectingGodwill useyou

What is yourBiggest hindrancewhen it comes to
worship

Maybe
Songs
Peopleplayingthesongs
Preacherisn'tinspiring
Ourchurch

istosmall
ourchurch isto Big
Andon Andon
Sometimesthesethingsare actuallyfine

sometimes it isour heartsthat
havetheissue WehavetoBE

carefulThatidolatrydoesnotcreepintoourworship
IJohn521
sGod'sgloryshouldBe

thesourceofourgreatestjoy
when we start

tonotBE able to worshipBECAUSE

x is nottheway
it shouldBe we

walka dangerousline of fallingtoidolatry
How

What Are some oftheseSundaymorningidols
Musical EXCELLENCE
God hasgivenus peoplewho want toplayandsing

Peter 2 5
This verse tellsusthatJesus is perfectingAllour offerings
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of worshipthroughhissacrifice
Themostpolished performance in insufficienton itsown

WhatAboutPreaching kill
IsthewordofGodpreached and no horsey
2Tim4 2
Spurgeon'sgrandfathersaid

Someone mightBeable topreach

the gospelBetter Butthey
can'tpreach a bettergospel

What about or
Experience

Thegoalofgathering asGodspeople is notsimplytofeel
Butterflies

Buttosee Rememberthe
wordworksandworthinessofGod

Onequestionthatthis weeksscripture needs us to
answerisWhen wecome

toworshipGod is HE Areal
person we expectto incounter or isHe imaginaryand

we Don'tExpect
HimtoreallyBEthere

2Peter1 34 undeservingsinnerswadinginto thedivine nature When
hiswordswash

OVER us inworship


