
Prayers & Prophets 
 
Now Abraham journeyed from there toward the land of the Negev, and settled between Kadesh 
and Shur; then he sojourned in Gerar. Abraham said of Sarah his wife, “She is my sister.” So 
Abimelech king of Gerar sent and took Sarah.  
  
But God came to Abimelech in a dream of the night, and said to him, “Behold, you are a dead 
man because of the woman whom you have taken, for she is married.” Now Abimelech had not 
come near her; and he said, “Lord, will You slay a nation, even though blameless? “Did he not 
himself say to me, ‘She is my sister’? And she herself said, ‘He is my brother.’ In the integrity of 
my heart and the innocence of my hands I have done this.”  
  
Then God said to him in the dream, “Yes, I know that in the integrity of your heart you have 
done this, and I also kept you from sinning against Me; therefore I did not let you touch her.  
  
“Now therefore, restore the man’s wife, for he is a prophet, and he will pray for you and you will 
live. But if you do not restore her, know that you shall surely die, you and all who are yours.” - 
Genesis 20:1-7 
  
This peculiar passage sports two first mentions of important words, prayer, and prophet. 
Peculiar also, because God threatens Abimelech (Abimelech is a title, not a name) with death if 
he touches Abraham's wife Sarah. 
  
As we see, Abimelech pleads his innocence, (also realizing that his sin will also have national 
consequences in verse 4).  
  
As this is a prayer meeting and not a Bible Study, we will not exhaustively plumb that depth. 
But there is a link between prayer & prophets, and that link is that one role of a prophet is as a 
representative of God. Here God inaugurates that role. 
  
As pray-ers, we represent  God to others, passively in our manner of living, and actively, as 
proclaimers of the Gospel. So in a sense, we are all prophets. So let’s get to it. Pray for: 
  

• Restoring others who have aggrieved us. 
• Purity in our conduct, so our message to unbelievers is people who love God, and 

each other. 
• Steadfastness in proclaiming the Gospel to people God puts in our faith. 
• The Holy Spirit's work in convicting the people we speak to of truth, righteousness, 

and judgment. (John 16:8-11) 
• That marriage would be upheld as sacred as well as family. 

 


