
Theological History Lesson 3
Scripture:
Announcements:
Scripture Reading:  

Passage Begins Last week we looked at the gifts God gave the 
Israelites.  He gave them the commandments and 
the Sabbath.  As chapter 9 continues we will 
continue to see the 2 main themes ring true:  God’s 
goodness to His people and the disobedience of His 
people.  These next set of verse really break into 5 
categories.  So you will hear about God’s goodness, 
disobedience, how God is faithful through sin, how 
God keeps His promises, and the effects of sin.  
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22You also gave them kingdoms and peoples,
And allotted them to them as a boundary.
They took possession of the land of Sihon the 
king of Heshbon
And the land of Og the king of Bashan.
23You made their sons numerous as the stars of 
heaven,
And You brought them into the land
Which You had told their fathers to enter and 
possess.
24So their sons entered and possessed the land.
And You subdued before them the inhabitants of 
the land, the Canaanites,
And You gave them into their hand, with their 
kings and the peoples of the land,
To do with them as they desired.
25They captured fortified cities and a fertile land.
They took possession of houses full of every 
good thing,
Hewn cisterns, vineyards, olive groves,
Fruit trees in abundance.
So they ate, were filled and grew fat,
And reveled in Your great goodness.
 

So here we are and this section is labelled God’s 
goodness.  God was good to the Israelites.  
—Here we have a description of conquering the 
promise land.  One truth that rings true throughout 
this passage and the book of Joshua is that God 
gave them the land.  
——God brought them to the land, took care of the 
inhabitants of the land, gave them cities, fertile 
lands, and the eat and grew fat.   
———God give us a land and He is preparing it for 
us: READ: John 14:1-3,  “1”Do not let your heart be 
troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 2In My 
Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were 
not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a 
place for you. 3If I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come again and receive you to Myself, that 
where I am, there you may be also. John 14:1-3 
NASB
———God will be there with us:  READ: Rev. 
22:1-5, “Then he showed me a river of the water of 
life, clear as crystal, coming from the throne of God 
and of the Lamb, 2in the middle of its street. On 
either side of the river was the tree of life, bearing 
twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; 
and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the 
nations. 3There will no longer be any curse; and the 
throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and His 
bond-servants will serve Him; 4they will see His 
face, and His name will be on their foreheads. 5And 
there will no longer be any night; and they will not 
have need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the 
sun, because the Lord God will illumine them; and 
they will reign forever and ever. Revelation 22:1-5 
NASB
 ———It will be paradise:  READ: Luke 23:43, “And 
He said to him, “Truly I say to you, today you shall 
be with Me in Paradise.” Luke 23:43 NASB
 ————God is good to us as well.  Those who 
believe in Jesus will get this land.  
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26But they became disobedient and rebelled 
against You,
And cast Your law behind their backs
And killed Your prophets who had admonished 
them
So that they might return to You,
And they committed great blasphemies.

Here it is, big twist.  Israel had it all and they just 
needed to be obedient and they would have 
continued to have it all. 
—So we see that God was good to them and they 
were disobedient and rebellious.  
——They forgot about God’s law and literally killed 
God’s prophets who spoke the truth of God.   
———The law was the most important gift in the Old 
Testament so it was one the most important thing in 
Israel success.  
————When Israel followed God, they were eager 
to keep His laws because they wanted to please 
Him.  
————When they neglected to follow God, they 
we guilty of neglecting His law.  
—————This effected their relationship with Him.  
When God tried to warn Him people their response 
was silence the messenger. 
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We can have the same thing happen in our 
relationship with God as well if we are not careful.  
—We can forget about God.  We can stop reading 
our Bibles, praying, fellowshipping wth others, 
hopefully not literally killing the messengers of God. 
——We can easily kill them metaphorically.  We stop 
listening to them as thought they are not alive.  We 
can avoid them as though they are like a dead 
animal on the side of the road.    
———See what happens is a change in what 
defines us.
————Israel was defined as God’s people love 
God above all else and love people as themselves.  
—————But as life happened that slowly 
changed.  Their priorities change.  Their schedules 
changed.  They had kids and mixed things up.  They 
had success and had more to do and less time with 
God.  They work so hard that they are too tired.   

These are all excuses I have heard as a pastor for 
people not being able to come to events, Bible 
studies, and prayers meetings.   
—So question has to be asked; “what defines your 
life?”  
——Are you know as a hard worker?  Are you know 
as successful?  Are you know as a good parent?  
Are you know for a busy schedule?  
———Or are you know for your relationship with 
Jesus?  
————READ: 2 Cor. 5:17, “Therefore if anyone is 
in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed 
away; behold, new things have come.
2 Corinthians 5:17 NASB
————READ: Gal. 2:20, "I have been crucified 
with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ 
lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I 
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and 
gave Himself up for me.
Galatians 2:20 NASB
————READ: Phil. 1:21, “For to me, to live is 
Christ and to die is gain.
Philippians 1:21 NASB
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27Therefore You delivered them into the hand of 
their oppressors who oppressed them,
But when they cried to You in the time of their 
distress,
You heard from heaven, and according to Your 
great compassion
You gave them deliverers who delivered them 
from the hand of their oppressors.
28But as soon as they had rest, they did evil 
again before You;
Therefore You abandoned them to the hand of 
their enemies, so that they ruled over them.
When they cried again to You, You heard from 
heaven,
And many times You rescued them according to 
Your compassion,
29And admonished them in order to turn them 
back to Your law.
Yet they acted arrogantly and did not listen to 
Your commandments but sinned against Your 
ordinances,
By which if a man observes them he shall live.
And they turned a stubborn shoulder and 
stiffened their neck, and would not listen.
30However, You bore with them for many years,
And admonished them by Your Spirit through 
Your prophets,
Yet they would not give ear.
Therefore You gave them into the hand of the 
peoples of the lands.

God continued to be faithful to Israel and the 
covenant that He made with them.  
—Israel does the great flip flop here.  They come 
back to God they turn from God, they come back to 
God, they turn from Him.  
——God is the only one that is consistent.  He has 
been consistent throughout all eternity.   
———READ: Malachi 3:6, “For I, the Lord, do not 
change; therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are not 
consumed. Malachi 3:6 NASB
———READ: Ps. 102:27, “But You are the same, 
And Your years will not come to an end. Psalms 
102:27 NASB
 
If you life is swirling around and you are looking for a 
constant then you need Jesus.   
—If you life is one spiritual up and then down and 
then up you need to go to the only one who is 
consistent.  Find consistence in God. 

We need to understand that God is the one that 
rescues as well.  
—God rescued Israel.  God will rescue us as well.
——He Rescues us from this evil age.  
———READ: Gal. 1:3-4, "Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
4who gave Himself for our sins so that He might 
rescue us from this present evil age, according to 
the will of our God and Father, Galatians 1:3-4 
NASB
——He rescues us from our evil deeds.  
———READ: 2 Tim. 4:18, “The Lord will rescue me 
from every evil deed, and will bring me safely to His 
heavenly kingdom; to Him be the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 2 Timothy 4:18 NASB
——He rescues us from the domain of darkness.  
———READ: Col. 1:13-14, “For He rescued us 
from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to 
the kingdom of His beloved Son, 14in whom we 
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. Colossians 
1:13-14 NASB
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31Nevertheless, in Your great compassion You 
did not make an end of them or forsake them,
For You are a gracious and compassionate God.
32Now therefore, our God, the great, the mighty, 
and the awesome God, who keeps covenant and 
lovingkindness,
Do not let all the hardship seem insignificant 
before You,
Which has come upon us, our kings, our princes, 
our priests, our prophets, our fathers and on all 
Your people,
From the days of the kings of Assyria to this day.
33However, You are just in all that has come 
upon us;
For You have dealt faithfully, but we have acted 
wickedly.
34For our kings, our leaders, our priests and our 
fathers have not kept Your law
Or paid attention to Your commandments and 
Your admonitions with which You have 
admonished them.
35But they, in their own kingdom,
With Your great goodness which You gave them,
With the broad and rich land which You set 
before them,
Did not serve You or turn from their evil deeds.

Even though sin continue to be the common theme 
of the Israelites God continued to keep His 
promises.  
—God would be just in putting an end to humanity.  
Yet He keep loving, guiding, and delivering them.  
——He is a great compassionate God who is 
gracious.   
———So the Israelites in Nehemiah’s day now start 
to pick up the pieces of Israel and God’s 
relationship.  
————They new that God was faithful.  He has 
kept all of His promises that He had made Israel. 
—————They are now looking to the point where 
they come back to God and He once again builds 
the nation of Israel up once again.   
——————The wrongdoing was on Israel not 
God.  God has done everything He said He would. 
———————God has done everything He has 
said He would in your life too.  
————————God has not done the wrong in 
your life but it has been each and everyone of us 
that had done wrong.   
—————————We can try to blame it on 
anyone else but it rest on us.  
——————————READ: 2 Cor. 5:10, “For we 
must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 
so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds 
in the body, according to what he has done, whether 
good or bad. 2 Corinthians 5:10 NASB
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36Behold, we are slaves today,
And as to the land which You gave to our fathers 
to eat of its fruit and its bounty,
Behold, we are slaves in it.
37Its abundant produce is for the kings
Whom You have set over us because of our sins;
They also rule over our bodies
And over our cattle as they please,
So we are in great distress.
Nehemiah 9:22-37 NASB

It is one thing to be a slave in a foreign land but to 
be a slave in their own land was quite another.  
—This prayer ends on a confessional note.  
——“We are in great distress,” to end a prayer this 
way is a sign of faith in God. 
———The people knew that God was their only 
chance of deliverance just as God had been their 
only chance of deliverance from Egypt.
————God is our only change at deliverance as 
well.  Through the Son we can have the deliverance 
of God.   
—————READ: Ps. 18:1-2, ”I love You, O Lord, 
my strength.” 2The Lord is my rock and my fortress 
and my deliverer, My God, my rock, in whom I take 
refuge; My shield and the horn of my salvation, my 
stronghold. Psalms 18:1-2 NASB
 
—————READ:  Ps. 34:4, I sought the Lord, and 
He answered me, And delivered me from all my 
fears. Psalms 34:4 NASB
 
 

Scripture:

�7


