
Revival
Scripture:  Nehemiah 9:1-4
Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  2 Chron. 7:1-3

Passage Begins 

1Now on the twenty-fourth day of this month the 
sons of Israel assembled with fasting, in sackcloth 
and with dirt upon them.

Around 24 days had passed sense those who were in 
Jerusalem were convicted of their sins. 
—What this tells us is that they had to wait 24 days to repent 
of their sins to celebrate the different festivals.
——Sometimes we are not going to get the resolution to our 
sins that we want.  
———They had to wait 24 days before they could feel that 
relief from their sins. 
————We need to understand that God is the only one 
who forgiveness is: unconditional, Complete, unlimited, and 
much more.  
—————READ: Acts 13:38-39, “Therefore let it be known 
to you, brethren, that through Him forgiveness of sins is 
proclaimed to you, 39and through Him everyone who 
believes is freed from all things, from which you could not be 
freed through the Law of Moses. Acts 13:38-39 NASB
 

So they are now able to mourn their conduct with fasting, 
sackcloth, and dirty on their heads.  
—Wearing sackcloth symbolized mourning.  It is not a 
comfortable experience to wear sackcloth. 
——It was not supposed to be comfortable that is the point.
—They put dirty on their heads to show the frailty of 
mankind.  
——The dirt showed that they came from the dirt and could 
and will return to it.  
———These were outward symbols of what was happening 
inwardly for Israel.  
————See their society was all about the physical 
representing the spiritual.  
—————It was about the outside in, in their culture as we 
see represented here.
——————This is what the old covenant did a lot of the 
time was getting the Israelites to see the things that God was 
calling them to do physically represented spiritual things God 
was wanting from them as well.  
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In the new covenant that we have through Jesus, God is 
more concerned about the inside change.
—READ: Matt. 23:27-28, “Woe to you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs 
which on the outside appear beautiful, but inside they are full 
of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness. 28So you, too, 
outwardly appear righteous to men, but inwardly you are full 
of hypocrisy and lawlessness. Matthew 23:27-28 NASB
—READ: Matt. 5:8, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
shall see God.
Matthew 5:8 NASB
 

Lastly, I don’t want us to miss that fact that they are 
mourning their sins. 
—When was the last time you mourned your sin?  
——READ: James4:8-9, “Draw near to God and He will 
draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and 
purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9Be miserable and 
mourn and weep; let your laughter be turned into 
mourning and your joy to gloom. 10Humble yourselves in 
the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you. James 
4:8-10 NASB
———When we fall into sin and by falling into sin I mean 
that our hearts choose the opposite of God.  We are more 
passionate about whatever we choose over God.  Do we 
mourn that instance?   
————Often times we are to comfortable with our sins. 
—————We play the game of, “at least I didn’t do……  No 
sins is sin and we need to treat it in a proper manor which is 
choosing creation over creator.  

2The descendants of Israel separated themselves 
from all foreigners, and stood and confessed their 
sins and the iniquities of their fathers.

Those that were descendants from Israel were listed back in 
Ch. 7. 
—They did this because Israel was the covenant people and 
only the covenant people could participate in this time of 
confession and repentance.  
——There were most like people that had converted from 
other foreign ethnicities that had joined Israel and they were 
not those that had to confess for the covenant being broken.  
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We see that Israel confess not only their sins but the sins of 
their people. 
—See it was not just their sins that broke the covenant but 
the sins of their people that caused the covenant to be 
broken.  
——The covenant was with the people group Israel and they 
had violated that covenant.   
———God had a covenant people still.  Christians are the 
covenant people. 
————READ: 1 Peter 2:9-12, “But you are a chosen race, 
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own 
possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of 
Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous 
light; 10for you once were not a people, but now you are the 
people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you 
have received mercy. 
11Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain 
from fleshly lusts which wage war against the soul. 12Keep 
your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the 
thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may 
because of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify 
God in the day of visitation. 1 Peter 2:9-12 NASB
 

3While they stood in their place, they read from the 
book of the law of the Lord their God for a fourth of 
the day; and for another fourth they confessed and 
worshiped the Lord their God. 4Now on the Levites’ 
platform stood Jeshua(Jesh-you-a), Bani(ban-ee), 
Kadmiel(kad-meal), Shebaniah(sheb-a-niah), 
Bunni(boo-knee), Sherebiah(share-a-bye-a), 
Bani(ban-knee) and Chenani(ch-en-a-n-eye), and 
they cried with a loud voice to the Lord their God. 

You don’t know a long church service.  They read the book of 
the law for 3 hours and confessed their sins for 3 hours.  
That is right a 6 hour service. 
—The people must have really had a genuine hunger for 
God’s word.  
——This can help us understand 2 things:   
———1st—We need to read and try to understand God’s 
word in context.
—————We need to read God’s word for what it is not for 
what we want it to say. 
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There are a couple rules to follow when understanding God’s 
word in context.  
—1. We need to see the continuity of the message—the 
bible has a unity to it.  
——We must use the large teaching of scripture to help us 
understand the meaning of what we are looking at.  
———The Bible is not going to contradict its self.  If you 
believe in an all powerful God who created all things, and 
sustains all things then you need to believe that He also 
preserves His word and it contains no errors or 
contradictions.  
————READ:  Prov. 30:5-6, "Every word of God is tested; 
He is a shield to those who take refuge in Him. 6Do not add 
to His words Or He will reprove you, and you will be proved a 
liar. Proverbs 30:5-6 NASB
—2. We need to know the context—We need to know the 
immediate context, historical context, and the cultural 
context.   
——In order to understand context we need to read more 
than one verse.  We need to read more than one paragraph.  
We need to know what is said before and after. 
———READ: 2 Tim. 2:15, “Be diligent to present yourself 
approved to God as a workman who does not need to be 
ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth. 2 Timothy 
2:15 NASB
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——We can also understand from this verse:
———2nd—We need to allow God to speak through his 
word.  
—————That is the only way that revival will happen is if 
we allow God’s word to speak to our hearts.   
——————We love to say, “I wish so and so, were here to 
hear this.  NO.  We need to hear it and God is speaking 
every time His word is read.  Are we listening?  

See what is happening here in Nehemiah?  It is the 
beginning of a revival of the Israelites.   
—What happens when we expect God to speak, work, and 
we respond to Him?
——READ: 2 Chron. 7:1-3, “Now when Solomon had 
finished praying, fire came down from heaven and consumed 
the burnt offering and the sacrifices, and the glory of the Lord 
filled the house. 2The priests could not enter into the house 
of the Lord because the glory of the Lord filled the Lord’s 
house. 3All the sons of Israel, seeing the fire come down and 
the glory of the Lord upon the house, bowed down on the 
pavement with their faces to the ground, and they worshiped 
and gave praise to the Lord, saying, “Truly He is good, truly 
His lovingkindness is everlasting.” 2 Chronicles 7:1-3 NASB
———God works mightily!  The Priest’s did not have to do 
their normal duties because God glory filled the Lords 
house with His glory.  The people bowed and put their faces 
on the ground and worshiped and praised God.  
————This is revival!  This is expecting God to speak and 
work.   
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How do we experience revival like this?  How do we see 
God’s glory filling Morro Bay, Los Osos, Cayucos, and 
beyond? 
—READ: 2 Chron. 7:14, “and My people who are called by 
My name humble themselves and pray and seek My face 
and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from 
heaven, will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 2 
Chronicles 7:14 NASB
——This was spoken to Israel back in Solomons time as a 
reminder of the covenant that was made.  It speak to us 
today as well because we are God’s people now.   
———We are to be humble.  This is a near impossible task 
now in our day.  
————Humility is seen as weakness now in our day but if 
we are going to see God work mightily we need to be a 
humble people.  Understanding were are broken creation 
who is totally dependent on our creator to keep us moving. 
————Prayer.  I think I have hit on prayer a ton in this 
Nehemiah study but the problem is you have heard me 
speak on prayer so many time but have you made any 
changes?  Prayer show our humility.  It shows that we know 
we don’t have it all figured out.  It shows we know our 
dependance on God.   
————Seek God’s face means seeking His presence or 
being in front of His face.  
—————READ: Psalms 42:1-2, “1As the deer pants for 
the water brooks,
So my soul pants for You, O God. 2My soul thirsts for God, 
for the living God; When shall I come and appear before 
God? Psalms 42:1-2 NASB
—————Here is probably the hardest one; turn from 
wicked way.   
——————READ: Matt. 4:17, “From that time Jesus 
began to preach and say, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.” Matthew 4:17 NASB
 
This was a promise to Israel about Israel’s land but I think we 
can say that if the church starts living out these principle we 
will see a God’s glory spread throughout this land.  
—It will not be physically fixed but we can see it spiritually 
fixed by the power of God and God’s people being what He 
has called us to be.   
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