
Theological History Lesson 2
Scripture:
Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  Exod. 34:1-9

Passage Begins Last week we saw how the Exodus experienced shaped 
Israels theology and how redemptive history should 
shape our theology.  As chapter 9 continues we will 
continue to see the 2 main themes ring true:  God’s 
goodness to His people and the disobedience of His 
people.  So as we continue in our study today look for 
God’s goodness and disobedience of God’s people.  

13You came down on Mount Sinai and spoke with 
them from heaven and gave them right rules and 
true laws, good statutes and commandments, 

The passage reads, “you came down.”  God had come 
down to speak to them and to give them instruction as to 
how to live the best life.  
—God once again throughout receptive history want to 
live with humanity.  He here gives a great gift to Israel, 
His people, how to live in a way that brings them close 
to God.  
——To live close to the law in the Old Testament is to 
live close to God.
———We need to understand that God has done the 
same for us.  
————God sent the His Son, the incarnation of God 
down to live in a way that brings us close to God.   
—————READ:  Col. 1:15-17, "He is the image of the 
invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16For by Him 
all things were created, both in the heavens and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or authorities, all things have been 
created through Him and for Him. 17He is before all 
things, and in Him all things hold together. Colossians 
1:15-17 NASB.”
—————READ: John 14:10-11, “Do you not believe 
that I am in the Father, and the Father is in Me? The 
words that I say to you I do not speak on My own 
initiative, but the Father abiding in Me does His works. 
11Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father is in 
Me; otherwise believe because of the works themselves. 
John 14:10-11 NASB.”
—————READ: Heb. 1:3-4, “And He is the radiance 
of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, 
and upholds all things by the word of His power. When 
He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the 
right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as 
much better than the angels, as He has inherited a more 
excellent name than they. Hebrews 1:3-4 NASB.”
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In Exodus 20 God gave the gift of the commandments.
—This was the most important gift in the Old Testament.  
——God told them through these law that He wants to 
be involved in their lives.  He wants to be close to them 
and invested in them.   
———The Jews did not see the laws as a burden or 
something negative but a gift of God. 
————Jesus the base of the law is love.  
—————READ: Mark 12:28-31, “One of the scribes 
came and heard them arguing, and recognizing that He 
had answered them well, asked Him, “What 
commandment is the foremost of all?”  29Jesus 
answered, “The foremost is, “Hear, O Israel! The Lord 
our God is one Lord; 30and you shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 
all your mind, and with all your strength.” 31The second 
is this, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” There 
is no other commandment greater than these.” Mark 
12:28-31.
 
God doesn’t leave His people guessing about how to 
please Him.   
—We see these laws are good.  It is a good system but 
how often do we thank God for His law?  How often do 
we think about the things that God has asked us to do 
and thought how they are good?  We need to see God’s 
commands as good, we need to see God wanting 
relationship with us as good, and live by the commands 
and build our relationship with Him.  
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14and you made known to them your holy Sabbath 
and commanded them commandments and statutes 
and a law by Moses your servant.

God then gave Israel another gift.  He gave them the 
Sabbath. 
—Think of what a good gift this was:  a day that you 
were commanded to rest.  
——A day were it is not that you are not supposed to 
work but you are commanded not to work. 
———There is no guilt in not working because you are 
obeying a commandment. 
——This is a day where there is time to spend with your 
family
——This is a day where there will be time to read your 
bible and build your relationship with God.   
———what a gift the Sabbath was.
————There are many different teaching on the 
Sabbath and I will only give you this piece about it.  
—————You need to have some kind of Sabbath or 
your relationships will suffer. 
—————You need to make your relationship with God 
a priority in your life.  
—————You need to make time with your family a 
priority in your life.   
——————If these are not priorities you will burn 
yourself out and struggle.  You will be bitter and find 
yourself with no rest.  

15You gave them bread from heaven for their hunger 
and brought water for them out of the rock for their 
thirst, and you told them to go in to possess the 
land that you had sworn to give them.  16 “But they 
and our fathers acted presumptuously and stiffened 
their neck and did not obey your commandments.

God provides  for His people. 
—The Lord sustained the Israelites through the 
wilderness and all the way to the promise land. 
——Then come the sins of Israel.  verse 16 starts with 
the word but.   
———The acted arrogantly.  What God did for them and 
gave them should have produced thankfulness and 
humility. 
————The term, "they acted arrogantly” is the same 
term used to describe the Egyptians actions towards 
Israel and God in verse 10.  
—————READ: Nehemiah 9:10, “Then You 
performed signs and wonders against Pharaoh, Against 
all his servants and all the people of his land; For You 
knew that they acted arrogantly toward them, And made 
a name for Yourself as it is this day. Nehemiah 9:10 
NASB
————Israel acted arrogantly against God.   
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But they were not done. 
—The passage continues to say, that, “they became 
stiff-necked.”  
——They became like a stubborn mule or cow.  
———It is fitting that they became like a cow as they 
created and worshipped a golden cow.  Israel had 
become what they worshipped.  
————READ: Ps. 115:4-8, “4Their idols are silver and 
gold, The work of man’s hands. 5They have mouths, but 
they cannot speak; They have eyes, but they cannot 
see; 6They have ears, but they cannot hear; They have 
noses, but they cannot smell; 7They have hands, but 
they cannot feel; They have feet, but they cannot walk; 
They cannot make a sound with their throat. 8Those 
who make them will become like them, Everyone who 
trusts in them. Psalms 115:4-8 NASB
 
Whatever you worship that is what you will become.  If 
you worship tv you will become like what you worship on 
the tv.  If you worship video game you will become like 
what you play on those video games.  If you worship 
Facebook you will become like what you are worshiping 
on Facebook.  
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17They refused to obey and were not mindful of the 
wonders that you performed among them, but they 
stiffened their neck and appointed a leader to return 
to their slavery in Egypt. But you are a God ready to 
forgive, gracious and merciful, slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love, and did not forsake 
them. 18Even when they had made for themselves a 
golden calf and said, “This is your God who brought 
you up out of Egypt,” and had committed great 
blasphemies,

God freed them and at the moment when things get 
tough they want to go back to being slaves again.  
—This makes no sense.  That is what sin is.  It makes 
no sense.  
 
God’s people need to remember what he has done for 
them in the past. 
—Forgetfulness of what God has done causes 
disobedience.  
——READ: Deut. 4:22-23, “For I will die in this land, I 
shall not cross the Jordan, but you shall cross and take 
possession of this good land. 23So watch yourselves, 
that you do not forget the covenant of the Lord your God 
which He made with you, and make for yourselves a 
graven image in the form of anything against which the 
Lord your God has commanded you. Deuteronomy 
4:22-23 NASB
———God had given them so much and done so much 
for them and they constantly turned away from Him.   
————Once again the main theme comes forth in this 
passage more than anything else.  “But you are a God 
ready to forgive, gracious and merciful, slow to anger 
and abounding in steadfast love.”   
—————Despite our sin, God is gracious.  Even in 
Him being gracious we continue to sin.  Even though we 
continue to sin He continues to be gracious.  
——————READ: READ: Rom. 5:20-21, “The Law 
came in so that the transgression would increase; but 
where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 21so 
that, as sin reigned in death, even so grace would reign 
through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.
Romans 5:20-21 NASB
 
Now we need to remember what God has done for us so 
that sin does not reign in our lives but Christ does.  
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19you in your great mercies did not forsake them in 
the wilderness. The pillar of cloud to lead them in 
the way did not depart from them by day, nor the 
pillar of fire by night to light for them the way by 
which they should go. 20You gave your good Spirit 
to instruct them and did not withhold your manna 
from their mouth and gave them water for their 
thirst. 21Forty years you sustained them in the 
wilderness, and they lacked nothing. Their clothes 
did not wear out and their feet did not swell. 

God is a God of love.  Even in the rebellion of His 
people He is mercy abounds.  
—He is just we see that but God is loving and 
compassionate. 
——He did not abandon the people when they sinned 
but continued to lead, provide, and guide them.   
———God continues to love you even though you sin.  
God continues to sustain you even though your disobey.  
God continues to guide you even though your not 
listening.  God continues to lead you back to Him even 
though you side with His enemies. 

He is a good God.   
READ: Ps. 31:19, “How great is Your goodness, Which 
You have stored up for those who fear You, Which You 
have wrought for those who take refuge in You, Before 
the sons of men! Psalms 31:19 NASB
READ: James 1:17, “Every good thing given and every 
perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father 
of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting 
shadow. James 1:17 NASB
READ: Ps. 145:9, “The Lord is good to all, And His 
mercies are over all His works. Psalms 145:9 NASB
READ: Ps. 100:5, “For the Lord is good; His 
lovingkindness is everlasting And His faithfulness to all 
generations. Psalms 100:5 NASB
READ: John 1:16-17, “For of His fullness we have all 
received, and grace upon grace. 17For the Law was 
given through Moses; grace and truth were realized 
through Jesus Christ. John 1:16-17 NASB
 

Nehemiah 9:13-21 nasb
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