
Return to Joy

Scripture:
Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  Nehemiah 7:6-69

Passage Begins 

70Some from among the heads of fathers’ 
households gave to the work. The governor gave to 
the treasury 1,000 gold drachmas, 50 basins, 530 
priests’ garments. 71Some of the heads of fathers’ 
households gave into the treasury of the work 
20,000 gold drachmas and 2,200 silver minas. 72That 
which the rest of the people gave was 20,000 gold 
drachmas and 2,000 silver minas and 67 priests’ 
garments. 

Now we see another moment of commitment by the 
people. 
—Not only were they committed to the with their words 
and there commitment to one another but now we see 
another commitment to the work of God.  
——They now give their money and their resources for 
the glory of God.   
———They give so the church can do the work that 
need to be done.  They give so God’s people can 
achieve the purpose that God had for them. 
————When we give to the church it glorifies God and 
it goes to achieving the purpose and word that God has.   
 

73Now the priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the 
singers, some of the people, the temple servants 
and all Israel, lived in their cities. 

And when the seventh month came, the sons of 
Israel were in their cities. 

The Seventh month was important in the Jewish 
calendar.  The Feast of Trumpets was celebrated and it 
later became the New Year.  

 Chapter 8—Ezra Reads the Law 
And all the people gathered as one man at the 
square which was in front of the Water Gate, and 
they asked Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the 
law of Moses which the Lord had given to Israel. 
2Then Ezra the priest brought the law before the 
assembly of men, women and all who could listen 
with understanding, on the first day of the seventh 
month. 3He read from it before the square which 
was in front of the Water Gate from early morning 
until midday, in the presence of men and women, 
those who could understand; and all the people 
were attentive to the book of the law.

We see the people, the Israelites who had to commit to 
the purpose and mission that Nehemiah and Ezra had 
reveal to be God’s plan and purpose coming and asking 
for the word of God to be given.
—These people took the initiative to hear God’s word 
and have it applied to their lives.  
——They were excited about hearing about God.  They 
were excited about getting to know God better.   
———We should as believers in Christ take the initiative 
and seek spiritual renewal, revival, and relationship. 
————READ: Phil. 3:12-14, “Not that I have already 
obtained it or have already become perfect, but I press 
on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid 
hold of by Christ Jesus. 13Brethren, I do not regard 
myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: 
forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what 
lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of 
the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. Philippians 
3:12-14 NASB
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All the people gathered together to hear the word of 
God. 
—The Old Testament emphasized that God’s word was 
for everyone.  All the people were to hear the word of 
God.  
——We celebrate this year the 500th anniversary of 
Martin Luther 95 theses which were about how the 
church had gone astray from God’s word.   
———One of those theses were that all people should 
be able to read and understand God’s word. 
————God wants us to have his word and be able to 
build our relationship with Him.  
—————READ: Ps. 119:105, “105Your word is a 
lamp to my feet
And a light to my path. Psalms 119:105 NASB
 
So they read out of the temple so that all people could 
hear God’s word and it may be a light to them.   

So Ezra reads parts of the Law of Moses.
—It says the people were attentive.   They listened 
attentively because they had seen God work.  They had 
seen His mighty hand in action.  
——The people believed that the message is God’s 
revelation to humanity.   
———Do we truly believe that God’s word is God’s 
revelation to humanity? 
————READ: Ps. 18:30, “As for God, His way is 
blameless; The word of the Lord is tried; He is a shield 
to all who take refuge in Him. Psalms 18:30 NASB
————READ: Ps. 119:160, "The sum of Your word is 
truth, And every one of Your righteous ordinances is 
everlasting. Psalms 119:160 NASB
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4Ezra the scribe stood at a wooden podium which 
they had made for the purpose. And beside him 
stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and 
Maaseiah on his right hand; and Pedaiah, Mishael, 
Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah and 
Meshullam on his left hand. 5Ezra opened the book 
in the sight of all the people for he was standing 
above all the people; and when he opened it, all the 
people stood up. 6Then Ezra blessed the Lord the 
great God. And all the people answered, “Amen, 
Amen!” while lifting up their hands; then they bowed 
low and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the 
ground. 7Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, 
Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, 
Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites, 
explained the law to the people while the people 
remained in their place. 8They read from the book, 
from the law of God, translating to give the sense so 
that they understood the reading. 

We see Ezra reads the book on a podium so everyone 
can see and hear. 
—The people had respect for the word.  
——This respect was not because the scroll that Ezra 
had was sacred but because it was their word from God 
the creator of all things. 

We see here a great example of unified worship.
—As the leader spoke God’s word the people 
responded.  
——By lifting their hands they showed a sense of need 
for God
——By saying, “amen,” they are affirming their 
submission to the authority of scripture.   
——By bowing down to the ground was showing their 
humility before God.  

The word of God needed to be explained and translated 
to those who had lived in exile so long that they did not 
know what was being said.  
—The Levites had to make sure the cultural gap was 
bridged. 
——The leaders helped the people understand.  Good 
leaders will help the people of God understand the word 
of God. 

 “This Day Is Holy” 
9Then Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra 
the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the 
people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the 
Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the 
people were weeping when they heard the words of 
the law.

The reading and understanding of God’s word caused 
the Israelites to weep and mourn. 
—The people should be joyous but the reading had the 
wrong affect on them.  
——Why?  Sometimes our reading of scripture can have 
the wrong affect on us when we have embraced sin in 
our lives.  
———READ: 2 Tim. 3:16-17, “All Scripture is inspired 
by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for training in righteousness; 17so that the 
man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good 
work. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 NASB
———READ: Eph. 5:13, "But all things become visible 
when they are exposed by the light, for everything that 
becomes visible is light. Ephesians 5:13 NASB
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10Then he said to them, “Go, eat of the fat, drink of 
the sweet, and send portions to him who has 
nothing prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord. 
Do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your 
strength.”

Why should they go and rejoice?  They just found out 
they had been living in a way that goes against God’s 
law. 
—They had seen their sin and they hated it.  
——We should hate our sin.  We should hate when we 
sin.   
———We see the people truly remorseful for what they 
had done and so that is a reason to rejoice.
————READ: Isa. 44:22,  ”I have wiped out your 
transgressions like a thick cloud And your sins like a 
heavy mist. Return to Me, for I have redeemed you.” 
Isaiah 44:22 NASB
 
The word of God has the power to change and 
transform lives.  
—In the time of Nehemiah the people realized that they 
had lived in disobedience and that their exile was a 
result of their disobedience.   
——That was the covenant that God made with them.  
Obey and you will have the best life possible.  Disobey 
and you will be scattered and have a hard life. 

God has made a new covenant with us threw Jesus 
Christ.   
—The new covenant is this: 
——READ Rom. 6 :23, “For the wages of sin is death, 
but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. Romans 6:23 NASB
———We deserve death for our sin or our crimes 
against God and our crimes against God have caused 
the relationship to be broken.    
————But God knowing us better than we know 
ourselves know that we can’t be good enough.  We 
won’t be good enough to repair the relationship.  
—————So God says, “I don’t want your good 
behaviors to restore you because you won’t be 
restored;”   
—————— He says, “I want your heart.  Give me your 
heart and I will restore the relationship.” 
———————He will come and live inside us to make 
us better.  To make us right once again.  It is not our 
power that redeems us but Jesus going to the cross 
taking the punishment meant for us that redeems us; IF 
we give our hearts our lives to Him.  
————————READ:  Eph. 2:19-22, “So then you 
are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow 
citizens with the saints, and are of God’s household, 
20having been built on the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner 
stone, 21in whom the whole building, being fitted 
together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, 22in 
whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of 
God in the Spirit. Ephesians 2:19-22 NASB
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11So the Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be 
still, for the day is holy; do not be grieved.” 12All the 
people went away to eat, to drink, to send portions 
and to celebrate a great festival, because they 
understood the words which had been made known 
to them. 

So they calmed them and told them that this festival was 
a festival of Joy. 
—The people were sent home to eat and drink because 
it was a day to rejoice and take joy in God.  
——They were to celebrate together and share with 
those who did not have mean to make such an 
extravagant meal.   
———The whole community was to celebrate together 
as a family and a community the glory of God.  

 Feast of Booths Restored 
13Then on the second day the heads of fathers’ 
households of all the people, the priests and the 
Levites were gathered to Ezra the scribe that they 
might gain insight into the words of the law.

Now they are really into it!!!
—The head of the households, the priests, and the 
Levites wanted further instruction.  
——They were not satisfied with a superficial, or a 
surface knowledge and wanted to be obedient to every 
detail.  
———The family heads of household were responsible 
of the life-style of their families. 
————Deut. 6 became very real to the Israelites; 
READ: Deut. 6:4-9, “4”Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our 
God, the Lord is one! 5You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
might. 6These words, which I am commanding you 
today, shall be on your heart. 7You shall teach them 
diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you 
sit in your house and when you walk by the way and 
when you lie down and when you rise up. 8You shall 
bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall be as 
frontals on your forehead. 9You shall write them on the 
doorposts of your house and on your gates. 
Deuteronomy 6:4-9 NASB
 
Who is the head of your household and are they 
modeling Deut. 6?  If you are the head of household are 
you modeling Deut. 6?  
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14They found written in the law how the Lord had 
commanded through Moses that the sons of Israel 
should live in booths during the feast of the seventh 
month. 15So they proclaimed and circulated a 
proclamation in all their cities and in Jerusalem, 
saying, “Go out to the hills, and bring olive branches 
and wild olive branches, myrtle branches, palm 
branches and branches of other leafy trees, to make 
booths, as it is written.” 16So the people went out 
and brought them and made booths for themselves, 
each on his roof, and in their courts and in the 
courts of the house of God, and in the square at the 
Water Gate and in the square at the Gate of Ephraim. 
17The entire assembly of those who had returned 
from the captivity made booths and lived in them. 
The sons of Israel had indeed not done so from the 
days of Joshua the son of Nun to that day. And there 
was great rejoicing. 18He read from the book of the 
law of God daily, from the first day to the last day. 
And they celebrated the feast seven days, and on 
the eighth day there was a solemn assembly 
according to the ordinance. 

They made hut and lived on their roof for 7 days.  
—The roof were typically flat and they would build these 
temporary dwelling that would remind them of the 
temporary nature of Israel’s wondering the desert.  
——For the first time sense Joshua the feast was held in 
the same spirit as that of ancient times.   
———They were devoted to the reading of the word of 
God together.  
————Their new found obedience to God and passion 
for God’s word had turned their mourning into great joy.  
—————Jesus wants our Joy to be complete: 
——————READ: John 15:9-11, “Just as the Father 
has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love. 
10If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My 
love; just as I have kept My Father’s commandments 
and abide in His love. 11These things I have spoken to 
you so that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may 
be made full. John 15:9-11 NASB
—————Jesus wants us to have life abundantly.  
——————READ: John 10:10, “10The thief comes 
only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may 
have life, and have it abundantly. John 10:10 NASB
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