
Commitment
Scripture:  Nehemiah 7:1-65
Announcements:

Scripture Reading: Ps. 135:1-7 

Passage Begins 

1Now when the wall was rebuilt and I had set up the 
doors, and the gatekeepers and the singers and the 
Levites were appointed, 2then I put Hanani my 
brother, and Hananiah the commander of the 
fortress, in charge of Jerusalem, for he was a faithful 
man and feared God more than many. 3Then I said to 
them, “Do not let the gates of Jerusalem be opened 
until the sun is hot, and while they are standing 
guard, let them shut and bolt the doors. Also appoint 
guards from the inhabitants of Jerusalem, each at 
his post, and each in front of his own house.”

The wall was finished and the doors were put up. 
—Nehemiah continued in strong leadership after the 
building project was finished.  
——He realized that this great victory could still be 
followed with failure if the people were not lead.   
———Nehemiah places personal in different places.  He 
was still thinking of the dangers that were threatened so 
the gatekeepers who were usually there to guard the 
gates of the temple were guarding city gates.  
———This is also why he place these regulation on the 
city gates
————Do open the gate until the sun is up and do not 
leave gate unguarded and open.   
————Nehemiah knew that certain enemies were not 
going to give up.  
—————Nehemiah was careful to select men he 
trusted like Hanahiah who  became the commander of 
the citadel meaning he was in charge of the men who 
guarded the city.  
 

We need to know that enemies are not going to give up 
and plan accordingly.  
—This is what Nehemiah did.  
——READ:  Eph. 6:10-17, “Finally, be strong in the Lord 
and in the strength of His might. 11Put on the full armor 
of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the 
schemes of the devil. 12For our struggle is not against 
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
powers, against the world forces of this darkness, 
against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the 
heavenly places. 13Therefore, take up the full armor of 
God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and 
having done everything, to stand firm. 14Stand firm 
therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having 
put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15and having 
shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of 
peace; 16in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith 
with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming 
arrows of the evil one. 17And take the helmet of 
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word 
of God.
Ephesians 6:10-17 NASB 
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—We need to grid ourselves with truth-mean: we 
prepare ourselves with the truth, we prepare for battle by 
understanding the truth.
——Truth gives is what we need to be prepare for battle. 
If we don’t know the truth we will not fight well.   
—We then need to put on the breastplate of 
righteousness-mean: We need to guard our hearts with 
righteousness. 
——This is what a breastplate does for a warrior, it keep 
the heart and major organs protected.  
———We need righteousness, being right in God’s 
eyes, to protect our hearts against the enemies.   
—We then shod our feet with the preparation of the 
gospel-meaning: we should understand the gospel and 
be prepared to share the gospel of salvation at any 
moment even if that is with our enemies.

—Take the shield of faith-mean: your faith in God is one 
of your biggest defenses against your enemies.  
——Having faith is trusting that God is who He says He 
is and He will do what He says He will do.  
———Faith is trusting fully in God and rejecting any 
other god or way of having salvation. 
————Our shield, faith, will protect us from the attack 
of the enemies.  Our faith will protect us from the attack 
taking their toll on us and eventually defeating us.  
—Put on the helmet of salvation-mean: keep your mind 
focused on the salvation that God has give you.  
——We can do this by simply asking 2 questions: What 
has been give or promised to me?
—Lastly, take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word 
of God-meaning: your only attack should be guided by 
the Spirit of God and should be done with the word of 
God.  
——God’s word had the ability to take the worst of 
people cut straight through their defenses and be 
victorious to change their life.   
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4Now the city was large and spacious, but the 
people in it were few and the houses were not built.  
5Then my God put it into my heart to assemble the 
nobles, the officials and the people to be enrolled by 
genealogies. Then I found the book of the genealogy 
of those who came up first in which I found the 
following record:

So the problem comes now that the walls have been 
built and who is going to live there? 
—The Jews that were returning from the exile were 
coming to the rural areas.  
——They did not really want to live in the city.  The living 
condition was starting to turn around but living in the city 
meant they would have to once again build houses for 
themselves. 
———Living in Israel was a big commitment that the 
exiles were not really ready to take on. 
————This sounds a lot like our world today as our 
society is getting more and more opposed to committing 
to anything.  
—————There are thousands of different reasons that 
people won’t commit and some are valid but it seems 
that committing to anything is counter-culture now.  
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Living in Jerusalem meant that an Israelite would have 
to commit to: 
1.  You had to look out for the good of others. 
——These Israelites have to be less self focused.  
Others are relying on them. 
———READ: Mark 12:29-31, “Jesus answered, “The 
foremost is, “Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is one 
Lord; 30and you shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, 
and with all your strength.”  31The second is this, 
â€˜You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” There is 
no other commandment greater than these.”
Mark 12:29-31 NASB 

2.  An Israelite had to commit to the leaders or follow the 
leaders. 
——The leaders knowing that they had people that have 
totally committed to the mission and the purpose of God 
is such a relief. 
——The leaders knowing that a person is committed to 
fight with them even when times get tough is invaluable.  
 
———READ: 1 Thess. 5:12-13, “But we request of you, 
brethren, that you appreciate those who diligently labor 
among you, and have charge over you in the Lord and 
give you instruction, 13and that you esteem them very 
highly in love because of their work. Live in peace with 
one another. 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 NASB
———READ: Heb. 13:17, "Obey your leaders and 
submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as 
those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy 
and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you. 
Hebrews 13:17 NASB
 3.  That Israelites had to think as a group, or a family, or 
a body.  
 ——In order for Jerusalem to be able to take care of 
themselves well and function properly they are going to 
have to all do their part.  
———READ: Ps. 133:1, “Behold, how good and how 
pleasant it is
For brothers to dwell together in unity! Psalms 133:1 
NASB
———READ: 1 Cor. 1:10, “Now I exhort you, brethren, 
by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree 
and that there be no divisions among you, but that you 
be made complete in the same mind and in the same 
judgment.
1 Corinthians 1:10 NASB
 ———READ: Col. 1:13-14, “bearing with one another, 
and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint 
against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also 
should you. 14Beyond all these things put on love, 
which is the perfect bond of unity. Colossians 3:13-14 
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Living in Jerusalem also had it benefits: 
1.  It would be for their own good.  
——Others are committed to genuinely caring for you. 
———READ: Rom. 12:9-13, “Let love be without 
hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good. 10Be 
devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference 
to one another in honor; 11not lagging behind in 
diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 12rejoicing 
in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer, 
13contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing 
hospitality. Romans 12:9-13 NASB
——Also, leadership will be able to help someone who 
lived in Jerusalem be closer to God. 
———READ: Acts 20:28, "Be on guard for yourselves 
and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has 
made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God 
which He purchased with His own blood. Acts 20:28 
NASB
2. Another benefits of living in Jerusalem is that others 
would be inspired by your commitment.   
——When someone has a unwavering commitment it is 
very inspiring.   
———READ: John13:34-35, “A new commandment I 
give to you, that you love one another, even as I have 
loved you, that you also love one another. 35By this all 
men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love 
for one another.” John 13:34-35 NASB
3.  Lastly, living in Jerusalem will help bind the 
community together and strengthen each other.   
——When the people of God come together and commit 
to each other 
———READ: Eccl. 4:9-12, “Two are better than one 
because they have a good return for their labor. 10For if 
either of them falls, the one will lift up his companion. 
But woe to the one who falls when there is not another 
to lift him up. 11Furthermore, if two lie down together 
they keep warm, but how can one be warm alone? 
12And if one can overpower him who is alone, two can 
resist him. A cord of three strands is not quickly torn 
apart. Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 NASB 
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So Nehemiah had to establish who the the Jews were 
so that he could establish. 
—They had been in exile so long that Israel had lost 
their identity and need to come back to who God called 
them to be.  
——So to we as the Christian Church today have 
experienced a type of exile and so we need to as a little 
church re-establish ourselves as God’s people and we 
as the corporate church need to re-establish ourselves.  
 

6These are the people of the province who came up 
from the captivity of the exiles whom 
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried 
away, and who returned to Jerusalem and Judah, 
each to his city, 7who came with Zerubbabel, 
Jeshua, Nehemiah, Azariah, Raamiah, Nahamani, 
Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispereth, Bigvai, Nehum, 
Baanah.
The number of men of the people of Israel: 8the 
sons of Parosh, 2,172; 9the sons of Shephatiah, 372; 
10the sons of Arah, 652; 11the sons of Pahath-moab 
of the sons of Jeshua and Joab, 2,818; 12the sons of 
Elam, 1,254; 13the sons of Zattu, 845; 14the sons of 
Zaccai, 760; 15the sons of Binnui, 648; 16the sons of 
Bebai, 628; 17the sons of Azgad, 2,322; 18the sons 
of Adonikam, 667; 19the sons of Bigvai, 2,067; 20the 
sons of Adin, 655; 21the sons of Ater, of Hezekiah, 
98; 22the sons of Hashum, 328; 23the sons of Bezai, 
324; 24the sons of Hariph, 112; 25the sons of 
Gibeon, 95; 26the men of Bethlehem and Netophah, 
188; 27the men of Anathoth, 128; 28the men of Beth-
azmaveth, 42; 29the men of Kiriath-jearim, 
Chephirah and Beeroth, 743; 30the men of Ramah 
and Geba, 621; 31the men of Michmas, 122; 32the 
men of Bethel and Ai, 123; 33the men of the other 
Nebo, 52; 34the sons of the other Elam, 1,254; 35the 
sons of Harim, 320; 36the men of Jericho, 345; 37the 
sons of Lod, Hadid and Ono, 721; 38the sons of 
Senaah, 3,930. 
39The priests: the sons of Jedaiah of the house of 
Jeshua, 973; 40the sons of Immer, 1,052; 41the sons 
of Pashhur, 1,247; 42the sons of Harim, 1,017. 

43The Levites: the sons of Jeshua, of Kadmiel, of 
the sons of Hodevah, 74. 44The singers: the sons of 
Asaph, 148. 45The gatekeepers: the sons of 
Shallum, the sons of Ater, the sons of Talmon, the 
sons of Akkub, the sons of Hatita, the sons of 
Shobai, 138. 
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46The temple servants: the sons of Ziha, the sons of 
Hasupha, the sons of Tabbaoth, 47the sons of 
Keros, the sons of Sia, the sons of Padon, 48the 
sons of Lebana, the sons of Hagaba, the sons of 
Shalmai, 49the sons of Hanan, the sons of Giddel, 
the sons of Gahar, 50the sons of Reaiah, the sons of 
Rezin, the sons of Nekoda, 51the sons of Gazzam, 
the sons of Uzza, the sons of Paseah, 52the sons of 
Besai, the sons of Meunim, the sons of 
Nephushesim, 53the sons of Bakbuk, the sons of 
Hakupha, the sons of Harhur, 54the sons of Bazlith, 
the sons of Mehida, the sons of Harsha, 55the sons 
of Barkos, the sons of Sisera, the sons of Temah, 
56the sons of Neziah, the sons of Hatipha. 

57The sons of Solomon’s servants: the sons of 
Sotai, the sons of Sophereth, the sons of Perida, 
58the sons of Jaala, the sons of Darkon, the sons of 
Giddel, 59the sons of Shephatiah, the sons of Hattil, 
the sons of Pochereth-hazzebaim, the sons of Amon. 
60All the temple servants and the sons of Solomon’s 
servants were 392. 
61These were they who came up from Tel-melah, Tel-
harsha, Cherub, Addon and Immer; but they could 
not show their fathers’ houses or their descendants, 
whether they were of Israel: 62the sons of Delaiah, 
the sons of Tobiah, the sons of Nekoda, 642. 63Of 
the priests: the sons of Hobaiah, the sons of 
Hakkoz, the sons of Barzillai, who took a wife of the 
daughters of Barzillai, the Gileadite, and was named 
after them. 64These searched among their ancestral 
registration, but it could not be located; therefore 
they were considered unclean and excluded from 
the priesthood. 65The governor said to them that 
they should not eat from the most holy things until a 
priest arose with Urim and Thummim.

66The whole assembly together was 42,360, 
67besides their male and their female servants, of 
whom there were 7,337; and they had 245 male and 
female singers. 68Their horses were 736; their 
mules, 245; 69their camels, 435; their donkeys, 
6,720. 
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70Some from among the heads of fathers’ 
households gave to the work. The governor gave to 
the treasury 1,000 gold drachmas, 50 basins, 530 
priests’ garments. 71Some of the heads of fathers’ 
households gave into the treasury of the work 
20,000 gold drachmas and 2,200 silver minas. 72That 
which the rest of the people gave was 20,000 gold 
drachmas and 2,000 silver minas and 67 priests’ 
garments. 

Now we see another moment of commitment by the 
people. 
—Not only were they committed to the with their words 
and there commitment to one another but now we see 
another commitment to the work of God.  
——They now give their money and their resources for 
the glory of God.   
———They give so the church can do the work that 
need to be done.  They give so God’s people can 
achieve the purpose that God had for them. 
————When we give to the church it glorifies God and 
it goes to achieving the purpose and word that God has.   
 

73Now the priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the 
singers, some of the people, the temple servants 
and all Israel, lived in their cities.
And when the seventh month came, the sons of 
Israel were in their cities.

Have you made that first commitment to God in giving 
Him your life?  Have you made the further commitments 
to Him? 
—In this world of non-commitment are you going do 
what is counter-culture?  
——Because He is fully committed to you.   

Nehemiah 7:66-73 NASB
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