
Personal Attack
Scripture:  Nehemiah 6:1-19
Announcements:
Scripture Reading:  Matt. 4:1-11

Passage Begins 
1Now when it was reported to Sanballat(san-ball-
et), Tobiah(toe-bi-a), to Geshem(gesh-em) the 
Arab and to the rest of our enemies that I had 
rebuilt the wall, and that no breach remained in 
it, although at that time I had not set up the 
doors in the gates, 2then Sanballat(san-ball-et) 
and Geshem(gesh-em) sent a message to me, 
saying, “Come, let us meet together at 
Chephirim(che-fir-im) in the plain of Ono(O-no).” 
But they were planning to harm me. 3So I sent 
messengers to them, saying, “I am doing a great 
work and I cannot come down. Why should the 
work stop while I leave it and come down to 
you?” 4They sent messages to me four times in 
this manner, and I answered them in the same 
way.

After Nehemiah has solved the internal problems 
and the external problems were being managed 
another issue comes up.
—In any great work of God leaders need to be 
strategic.  
——Why?  Enemies of God will try to cause, as we 
have seen here external problems for the people, 
internal problems for the people, and now we see 
they will go after leaders. 
———READ: Phil. 3:18-19, “For many walk, of 
whom I often told you, and now tell you even 
weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of 
Christ, 19whose end is destruction, whose god is 
their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, 
who set their minds on earthly things. Philippians 
3:18-19 NASB.
————Nehemiah’s work was far beyond the 
expectations of the his enemies.  
—————Their plans had failed up to this point.  
They needed a new direction.   
——————They tried to get Nehemiah away form 
his fortified position and remove him so that 
Jerusalem with fall a part again.  
Nehemiah was not gullible and he was not going to 
be fooled by these men.  
—Nehemiah understood what they were trying to do 
and be refused to leave his important work.  
——Nehemiah wisely responds to these enemies 
with, “he has to complete his work and can’t stop to 
go and meet them.   
———His answer is polite but firm.
————They repeat their request 4 time which 
shows their desperation.  
—————Repeated temptation is a way that our 
enemies will try to cause us to fail.
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Nehemiah’s enemies are trying to wear him down.
—Think about your walk with God and your spiritual 
walk.  
——This is what our enemies try to do.  
———READ: Matt. 4:1-11, "1Then Jesus was led 
up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by 
the devil. 2And after He had fasted forty days and 
forty nights, He then became hungry. 3And the 
tempter came and said to Him, “If You are the Son of 
God, command that these stones become bread.” 
4But He answered and said, “It is written, “Man shall 
not live on bread alone, but on every word that 
proceeds out of the mouth of God.”  5Then the devil 
took Him into the holy city and had Him stand on the 
pinnacle of the temple, 6and said to Him, “If You are 
the Son of God, throw Yourself down; for it is written, 
“He will command His angels concerning You”; and 
“On their hands they will bear You up, So that You 
will not strike Your foot against a stone.” 7Jesus said 
to him, “On the other hand, it is written, “You shall 
not put the Lord your God to the test.”  8Again, the 
devil took Him to a very high mountain and showed 
Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory; 
9and he said to Him, “All these things I will give You, 
if You fall down and worship me.” 10Then Jesus said 
to him, “Go, Satan! For it is written, “You shall 
worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only.” 
11Then the devil left Him; and behold, angels came 
and began to minister to Him. Matthew 4:1-11 NASB
 

5Then Sanballat(San-ball-et) sent his servant to 
me in the same manner a fifth time with an open 
letter in his hand. 6In it was written, “It is 
reported among the nations, and Gashmu(gash-
moo) says, that you and the Jews are planning to 
rebel; therefore you are rebuilding the wall. And 
you are to be their king, according to these 
reports. 7You have also appointed prophets to 
proclaim in Jerusalem concerning you, ‘A king is 
in Judah!’ And now it will be reported to the king 
according to these reports. So come now, let us 
take counsel together.”

If Sanballat was so interested in reconciliation he 
could and should have gone to Jerusalem himself.  
—His message here is tactical and is attempting to 
once again to put fear in the hearts of Israel.  
——An open letter was one that would be read 
multiple times as it made it’s way from Sanballat to 
Nehemiah.  
———Sanballat is spreading rumors all throughout 
the land surrounding Jerusalem.  
————This rumor that Sanballat was trying to 
spread was a serious accusation.  
—————Sanballat know the Jewish culture and 
the traditions so the rumors he spreads seem 
somewhat plausible.   
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Nehemiah’s enemies had spent time getting to know 
him and his culture. 
—Our enemies will try to get to know us.  
——READ: Eph. 6:12, “For our struggle is not 
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the powers, against the world forces of this 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness 
in the heavenly places. Ephesians 6:12 NASB
——READ: John 15:18-19, “If the world hates you, 
you know that it has hated Me before it hated you. 
19If you were of the world, the world would love its 
own; but because you are not of the world, but I 
chose you out of the world, because of this the world 
hates you. John 15:18-19 NASB
 

At the end of his message Sanballat give away his 
bluff.  
—If Sanballat really thought this would work why 
would he want to meet with someone who was 
leading a rebellion against the Persian empire?  
——He would not.  He would not want to even 
associate with with Nehemiah and this letter would 
instigate him as well.   
———If Nehemiah was not relying on God it would 
have been easy to be scare of the high treason 
accusations. 
————READ: Col. 4:5-6, “Conduct yourselves 
with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of 
the opportunity. 6Let your speech always be with 
grace, as though seasoned with salt, so that you will 
know how you should respond to each person. 
Colossians 4:5-6 NASB

8Then I sent a message to him saying, “Such 
things as you are saying have not been done, but 
you are inventing them in your own mind.” 9For 
all of them were trying to frighten us, thinking, 
“They will become discouraged with the work 
and it will not be done.” But now, O God, 
strengthen my hands. 

Sanballat’s serious charges were dismissed in a 
short phrase, “such things as you are saying have 
not been done.” 
—Nehemiah says, “you are fabricating these things 
out of your imagination.”
——Nehemiah also reveals the real motive behind 
the their actions.   
———They wanted to frighten the people so that 
they would stop working.  
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One of the important things that we can see from 
these first eight verse is that God’s work and God’s 
purpose is more important to Nehemiah than 
anything.  
—READ: Col. 3:1-2, “Therefore if you have been 
raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 
2Set your mind on the things above, not on the 
things that are on earth. Colossians 3:1-2 NASB
—READ: Rom. 8:5, “For those who are according to 
the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, 
but those who are according to the Spirit, the things 
of the Spirit. Romans 8:5 NASB
—READ: Prov. 16:3, “Commit your works to the 
Lord And your plans will be established. Proverbs 
16:3 NASB
 

Nehemiah was not discouraged by all the opposition.  
He was actually encouraged.  
—It says that he asks God to strengthen his hands.  
——He was not going to let his enemies triumph but 
he was going to keep his eyes on God and work 
even harder sense he is facing opposition.  

10When I entered the house of Shemaiah(sha-
my-a) the son of Delaiah(da-lie-a), son of 
Mehetabel(ma-head-a-ball), who was confined at 
home, he said, “Let us meet together in the 
house of God, within the temple, and let us close 
the doors of the temple, for they are coming to 
kill you, and they are coming to kill you at night.” 
11But I said, “Should a man like me flee? And 
could one such as I go into the temple to save 
his life? I will not go in.” 12Then I perceived that 
surely God had not sent him, but he uttered his 
prophecy against me because Tobiah(toe-bi-a) 
and Sanballat(san-ball-et) had hired him. 13He 
was hired for this reason, that I might become 
frightened and act accordingly and sin, so that 
they might have an evil report in order that they 
could reproach me.

Once again Nehemiah’s enemies take yet another 
approach by using people that were supposed to be 
one Nehemiah’s side. 
—Nehemiah had seen God do amazing things and 
so had the Israelites but yet there were those who 
were not wanting what Nehemiah was doing.  
——Nehemiah accepted this prophet invitation 
thinking he was going to give him a real message 
from God.   
———The prophet’s request seems to be 
reasonable until it is broken down.  
————Nehemiah was not a priest, he was just a 
laymen and was not allowed into the temple as the 
prophet was saying.  
————A person was allowed to flee to the altar to 
seek asylum but not when it is a foreign enemy.  
They don’t care if you are taking asylum according to 
your custom.   
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Nehemiah realized that this prophet was not from 
God and that his message was not from God.  
—Nehemiah asks, Should I run? and I go into the 
temple?  
——Running would show a lack of trust in God and 
the people would definitely loose heart.   
———Nehemiah knew it was not right for him to go 
into the temple.  Why would a prophet of God tell 
Nehemiah to disobey a command of God? 
————God does not want us to sin. Period.  
—————God never wants us to choose a lesser 
sins, He doesn’t want us to sin at all.   
——————READ: James 1:13, “Let no one say 
when he is tempted, â€œI am being tempted by 
God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He 
Himself does not tempt anyone.vJames 1:13 NASB
 

Nehemiah was trying to restore Israel to their 
relationship with God.  
—Nehemiah is trying to get Israel to be the people 
that God has called them to be.  
——Running would discredit him.  It would show fear 
of the enemies of God, cowardliness, and lack of 
trust in the very God that he has been telling them to 
trust.   
———READ: Ps. 37:4-5, “Delight yourself in the 
Lord; And He will give you the desires of your heart. 
5Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, 
and He will do it. Psalms 37:4-5 NASB
———READ: Eph. 6:10, “Finally, be strong in the 
Lord and in the strength of His might.Ephesians 6:10 
NASB
———READ: Ps. 84:5, “How blessed is the man 
whose strength is in You, In whose heart are the 
highways to Zion! Psalms 84:5 NASB
 

14Remember, O my God, Tobiah(toe-bi-a) and 
Sanballat(san-ball-et) according to these works 
of theirs, and also Noadiah(no-die-a) the 
prophetess and the rest of the prophets who 
were trying to frighten me. 

Once again Nehemiah calls on God to punish these 
people who are trying to ruin God’s plan. 
—Nehemiah wants God to remember that these 
people are trying so hard to ruin what God had done.  
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15So the wall was completed on the twenty-fifth 
of the month Elul(E-lou), in fifty-two days. 
16When all our enemies heard of it, and all the 
nations surrounding us saw it, they lost their 
confidence; for they recognized that this work 
had been accomplished with the help of our God.

Nehemiah came to Jerusalem to rebuild the wall and 
the wall is complete. 
—The wall was finished in 52 days.  With all the 
opposition it was still done in such a short time.  
——It is around 6 months that after Nehemiah had 
heard of the struggles in Jerusalem and the work on 
the wall is finished.   

Finally everyone had to acknowledge that God, the 
God of the Jews was awesome.  
—God was responsible for the great miracle that 
happened.  
——As we see throughout the enemies warfare they 
wanted to instill fear in Israel and Nehemiah.  
———But we see here in the end that it is the other 
nations that are loose their confidence and they 
were fearful of the God of Israel.  
————When we remain in God’s will we have 
nothing to fear.  
—————READ: Isa. 41:10, “Do not fear, for I am 
with you; Do not anxiously look about you, for I am 
your God. I will strengthen you, surely I will help you, 
Surely I will uphold you with My righteous right hand. 
Isaiah 41:10 NASB
—————READ: 2 Tim. 1:7, “For God has not 
given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love 
and discipline. 2 Timothy 1:7 NASB
 

17Also in those days many letters went from the 
nobles of Judah to Tobiah(toe-bi-a), and 
Tobiah’s(toe-bi-a) letters came to them. 18For 
many in Judah were bound by oath to him 
because he was the son-in-law of 
Shecaniah(she-a-ni-ah) the son of Arah(air-a), 
and his son Jehohanan(je-who-han-nen) had 
married the daughter of Meshullam(me-shoe-la-
m) the son of Berechiah(bear-a-kI-a). 
19Moreover, they were speaking about his good 
deeds in my presence and reported my words to 
him. Then Tobiah(toe-bi-a) sent letters to frighten 
me.

Even though the wall had been build and the battle 
was won their was still fighting going on.  
—Just because we win the battle with sin, with our 
enemies, or with ourselves doesn’t mean the 
problem is going to go away.  
——Nehemiah still had to press on and battle.  So 
do we.   
———READ: 1 Tim. 6:12, “Fight the good fight of 
faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were 
called, and you made the good confession in the 
presence of many witnesses. 1 Timothy 6:12 NASB
———READ: 1 Cor. 15:58, “Therefore, my beloved 
brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your 
toil is not in vain in the Lord. 1 Corinthians 15:58 
NASB
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