
What’s Right
Scripture:  Nehemiah 4:15-5:19
Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  Nehemiah 4:1-14

Passage Begins 

15When our enemies heard that it was known to us, 
and that God had frustrated their plan, then all of us 
returned to the wall, each one to his work. 16From 
that day on, half of my servants carried on the work 
while half of them held the spears, the shields, the 
bows and the breastplates; and the captains were 
behind the whole house of Judah. 17Those who 
were rebuilding the wall and those who carried 
burdens took their load with one hand doing the 
work and the other holding a weapon. 18As for the 
builders, each wore his sword girded at his side as 
he built, while the trumpeter stood near me. 19I said 
to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the people, 
“The work is great and extensive, and we are 
separated on the wall far from one another. 20At 
whatever place you hear the sound of the trumpet, 
rally to us there. Our God will fight for us.” 

When "God had frustrated their plan.”  
—Nehemiah once again giving God the credit for 
everything.  
——They now had to sacrifice some time and effort to 
continue would be a bit more but this is what was 
required to complete God’s task.   
———The enemies now have to wait if they want to get 
into a battle in the middle of the Persian empire. 
————Especially when the king had given Nehemiah 
permission to be there.  
—————Their enemies bluff was called and of course 
God’s plan continues on.   
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21So we carried on the work with half of them 
holding spears from dawn until the stars appeared. 
22At that time I also said to the people, “Let each 
man with his servant spend the night within 
Jerusalem so that they may be a guard for us by 
night and a laborer by day.” 23So neither I, my 
brothers, my servants, nor the men of the guard who 
followed me, none of us removed our clothes, each 
took his weapon even to the water.

Israel was now prepared for work and for the enemy.  
—God had provided once again for His people and His 
purpose.  
——READ: Phil. 4:19, “19And my God will supply all 
your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ 
Jesus. Philippians 4:19 NASB
——READ: Isa. 55:11, “11So will My word be which 
goes forth from My mouth;
It will not return to Me empty, Without accomplishing 
what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for 
which I sent it. Isaiah 55:11 NASB
 
 So we as believers need to go into the world knowing 
that God is in control and God will provide.  
—READ: Isa. 55:6-7, “Seek the Lord while He may be 
found; Call upon Him while He is near. 7Let the wicked 
forsake his way And the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
And let him return to the Lord, And He will have 
compassion on him, And to our God, For He will 
abundantly pardon. Isaiah 55:6-7 NASB
 
If we do this then: 
—READ: Isa. 55:12, “For you will go out with joy And be 
led forth with peace; The mountains and the hills will 
break forth into shouts of joy before you, And all the 
trees of the field will clap their hands. Isaiah 55:12 
NASB

1Now there was a great outcry of the people and of 
their wives against their Jewish brothers. 2For there 
were those who said, “We, our sons and our 
daughters are many; therefore let us get grain that 
we may eat and live.” 3There were others who said, 
“We are mortgaging our fields, our vineyards and 
our houses that we might get grain because of the 
famine.” 4Also there were those who said, “We have 
borrowed money for the king’s tax on our fields and 
our vineyards. 5Now our flesh is like the flesh of our 
brothers, our children like their children. Yet behold, 
we are forcing our sons and our daughters to be 
slaves, and some of our daughters are forced into 
bondage already, and we are helpless because our 
fields and vineyards belong to others.” 

The Israelites had prepared and taken care of the 
outside threat for now.  
—What could happen now?  
——Like I said last week I told you that I read an article 
about the 14 things that  can destroy the church and 10 
of them were internal problems.    
———Here we are at more internal problems. 
————Being cut off from it’s neighbors by their 
enemies, the extra work, the extra time, and the defense 
of the Israel is causing many families to struggle.  
—————With all that had to be done the famers were 
not able to tend their fields for their food.  Their harvest 
could not be collected as it should because they were 
working long hours.    
——————So we see that both men and women were 
crying out over the great tragedy that was happening.  
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We must not that the complaint was not against 
Nehemiah but against their Jewish brothers.  
—These people were trying their best to rebuild and 
follow the vision that Nehemiah set.  It was necessary 
for them to work as hard as they have.  
——They gave 3 reason for their complaint:   
———1. They had big families—farmers had big 
families to do all the work. 
————This made it hard to feed all their members.  
———2.  They had to sell their land in order to eat 
———3.  The farmers had to barrow money to pay tax 

In these 3 complaints we must remember they are 
brought against their fellow Jews.   
—Those that could afford it had enough to feed their 
families, they have enough to buy the land of these 
people, and they had enough to loan money out.  

Now the result of them having nothing to sell or trade 
and not being able to lay their loans back was their 
children were taken as slaves until their debut was 
payed off. 
—This was allowed somewhat; in Exod. 21:1-11 it tells 
us that this could happen and that it was to be 
controlled, But this was far from the normal 
circumstances that was happening here in Nehemiah.   
———Children were becoming slaves for the hard work 
and dedication of families to the cause of Jerusalem 
being rebuilt.  
————When the daughters were taken as slaves they 
often became wives or second wives to the one that lent 
the money.   
—————This was happening here.  It is not a foreign 
nation that is doing this but their own people who are 
putting this oppression on them. 
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One of the most devastating evils that came out of the 
fall is exploiting or oppressing one’s fellow human 
beings. 
—There will always be someone ready to capitalize on 
the misfortune of others. 
——How are we supposed to treat each other.  READ: 
Romans 12:9-13, “9Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor 
what is evil; cling to what is good. 10Be devoted to one 
another in brotherly love; give preference to one another 
in honor; 11not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in 
spirit, serving the Lord; 12rejoicing in hope, persevering 
in tribulation, devoted to prayer, 13contributing to the 
needs of the saints, practicing hospitality.  Romans 
12:9-13 NASB
———Sometimes members of the Christian community 
are insensitive to the need of others.   
————READ: 1 Peter  3:8-9, “To sum up, all of you 
be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and 
humble in spirit; 9not returning evil for evil or insult for 
insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you were called 
for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing. 1 
Peter 3:8-9 NASB
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6Then I was very angry when I had heard their 
outcry and these words. 7I consulted with myself 
and contended with the nobles and the rulers and 
said to them, “You are exacting usury, each from his 
brother!” Therefore, I held a great assembly against 
them. 8I said to them, “We according to our ability 
have redeemed our Jewish brothers who were sold 
to the nations; now would you even sell your 
brothers that they may be sold to us?” Then they 
were silent and could not find a word to say. 9Again I 
said, “The thing which you are doing is not good; 
should you not walk in the fear of our God because 
of the reproach of the nations, our enemies? 10And 
likewise I, my brothers and my servants are lending 
them money and grain. Please, let us leave off this 
usury. 11Please, give back to them this very day 
their fields, their vineyards, their olive groves and 
their houses, also the hundredth part of the money 
and of the grain, the new wine and the oil that you 
are exacting from them.” 12Then they said, “We will 
give it back and will require nothing from them; we 
will do exactly as you say.” So I called the priests 
and took an oath from them that they would do 
according to this promise. 13I also shook out the 
front of my garment and said, “Thus may God shake 
out every man from his house and from his 
possessions who does not fulfill this promise; even 
thus may he be shaken out and emptied.” And all the 
assembly said, “Amen!” And they praised the Lord. 
Then the people did according to this promise. 

Nehemiah was angry because the behavior was wrong.  
—Nehemiah realized the danger of the community 
slipping into serious inequality and the harmony among 
fellow members of the community breaking down.  
——Action had to be taken before everything falls a 
part.   
———But also, the actions of these Jew that took 
advantage of these people acted in such 
inconsideration.  They acted shamefully. 

Nehemiah had to make a plan that would set things 
right.  
—He confronts them with his charges and come with a 
lawsuit against them.   
——This was no ordinary court but a great assembly of 
all the people even those suffering under the leaders. 
———Before the congregation of all the people 
Nehemiah makes his accusation against the people who 
took advantage of their country man.  
————They were clearly wrong because those who 
had the charges brought up against them had no reply.   
—————Nehemiah pointed out that these people are 
doing the same thing that other nations did to them to 
each other. 
——————V. 9 tells us that the people of God are to 
walk in fear or reverence for Him.  
———————READ: Ps. 65:8, “They who dwell in the 
ends of the earth stand in awe of Your signs; You make 
the dawn and the sunset shout for joy. Psalms 65:8 
NASB
———————READ: Ps. 33:8, “Let all the earth fear 
the Lord; Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe 
of Him. Psalms 33:8 NASB
———————That the people of God are to show 
other nations the goodness of God. 
————————READ: Matt. 5:14-16, “You are the 
light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; 
15nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a 
basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who 
are in the house. 16Let your light shine before men in 
such a way that they may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father who is in heaven. Matthew 5:14-16 
NASB
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Verse 10 becomes very interesting; Nehemiah admits to 
not see the problem at all. 
—Nehemiah tells us that he and his men lent money 
and grain to people.  This would have been a normal 
custom in their day.  
——Nehemiah points out that these families are 
sacrificing for God and for Israel so all those that had 
taken advantage of them or not seen the problem need 
to come along side these people and support them.   
———All the people were compliant with what 
Nehemiah had told them to do and Nehemiah once 
again leading Israel in word and in action.   

Nehemiah then does something that will make sure they 
don't have this problem again. 
—Nehemiah calls for a curse to be on anyone who does 
not comply with this ruling.  
——In their day they kept some of their personal things 
in the pocket or folds of the gown they wore.  Nehemiah 
emptied his pocket to say that, anyone who does not 
comply will be emptied just like Nehemiah was when he 
shook everything out of his pockets.   
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14Moreover, from the day that I was appointed to be 
their governor in the land of Judah, from the 
twentieth year to the thirty-second year of King 
Artaxerxes, for twelve years, neither I nor my 
kinsmen have eaten the governor’s food allowance. 
15But the former governors who were before me laid 
burdens on the people and took from them bread 
and wine besides forty shekels of silver; even their 
servants domineered the people. But I did not do so 
because of the fear of God. 16I also applied myself 
to the work on this wall; we did not buy any land, 
and all my servants were gathered there for the 
work. 17Moreover, there were at my table one 
hundred and fifty Jews and officials, besides those 
who came to us from the nations that were around 
us. 18Now that which was prepared for each day 
was one ox and six choice sheep, also birds were 
prepared for me; and once in ten days all sorts of 
wine were furnished in abundance. Yet for all this I 
did not demand the governor’s food allowance, 
because the servitude was heavy on this people. 
19Remember me, O my God, for good, according to 
all that I have done for this people.

Nehemiah learned from this situation.  He was not going 
to let these things come between God’s people and 
God's mission again.  
—We find out that Nehemiah was the governor and 
could take a tax but he did not.  
——Nehemiah was not going to be like the former 
governor who took big tax and his people took taxes.   
———Nehemiah and his men spent their days working 
on the wall along with everyone one else.  

Nehemiah tells us the minimal things that he had for his 
official and guest.  For 150 people or more that is not a 
lot of food.   
—Nehemiah was doing what he could to see the 
community united working together.  

Nehemiah once again prays to God that his sacrifice 
and conduct would be right.  He would continue to walk 
down the right path to seeing the people successful and 
God plan successful.   
—How often do we pray to see other people successful?  
How often do we pray to see other churches successful? 
——READ: 3 John 1:2, “Beloved, I pray that in all 
respects you may prosper and be in good health, just as 
your soul prospers… 3 John 2 NASB
——READ: Luke 22:31, “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan 
has demanded permission to sift you like wheat; 32but I 
have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and 
you, when once you have turned again, strengthen your 
brothers.  Luke 22:31-32 NASB
——READ: 2 Cor. 13:7, “Now we pray to God that you 
do no wrong; not that we ourselves may appear 
approved, but that you may do what is right, even 
though we may appear unapproved. 2 Corinthians 13:7 
NASB
——READ: Eph. 3:14-19, “For this reason I bow my 
knees before the Father, 15from whom every family in 
heaven and on earth derives its name, 16that He would 
grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be 
strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner 
man, 17so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through 
faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 
18may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is 
the breadth and length and height and depth, 19and to 
know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that 
you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.
Ephesians 3:14-19 NASB
 

Nehemiah 5:1-19 NASB
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