
Who You Listening To?
Scripture: Nehemiah 3 and 4
Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  Isa. 65:17-25

Passage Begins: 

Now it came about that when Sanballat heard that 
we were rebuilding the wall, he became furious and 
very angry and mocked the Jews. 2He spoke in the 
presence of his brothers and the wealthy men of 
Samaria and said, “What are these feeble Jews 
doing? Are they going to restore it for themselves? 
Can they offer sacrifices? Can they finish in a day? 
Can they revive the stones from the dusty rubble 
even the burned ones?” 3Now Tobiah the Ammonite 
was near him and he said, “Even what they are 
building—if a fox should jump on it, he would break 
their stone wall down!” 

Sanballat is one of the main instigators every time.  
—The rebuilding has begun and it is enough that 
Sanballat became concerned.  
——Sanballat was angered and anger often is the world 
response to God’s work because it challenges worldview 
and values.   
———This is what we are doing when we are bring the 
gospel to a non-believer.  We are challenging their 
worldviews and values. 
————What is a worldview?  
—————It answers these 3 questions: 
——————1. Where did we come from?
——————2.  What is wrong with the world?
——————3.  How can we fix it?   
So the world view that Christians believe is:
—1.  We are God’s creation, designed to have 
fellowship with God and to do the work God has called 
us to do. 
——READ: Gen. 1:27-28, “God created man in His own 
image, in the image of God He created him; male and 
female He created them. 28God blessed them; and God 
said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, 
and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over 
the birds of the sky and over every living thing that 
moves on the earth.”  Genesis 1:27-28 NASB
 
—2.  We sinned against God and so humanity fell and 
the world was changed and not as it should have been.  
 
——READ: Gen. 3:6, “When the woman saw that the 
tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the 
eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, 
she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her 
husband with her, and he ate. Genesis 3:6 NASB
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—3.  Nothing.  God has redeemed the world by sending 
His Son to be the savior of the world.  God is the only 
one that can restore the world and one day will.  
——READ: Luke 19:10, “For the Son of Man has come 
to seek and to save that which was lost.”  Luke 19:10 
NASB
——READ: Isa. 65:17-25, ”For behold, I create new 
heavens and a new earth; And the former things will not 
be remembered or come to mind. 18 ”But be glad and 
rejoice forever in what I create; For behold, I create 
Jerusalem for rejoicing And her people for gladness. 19 
“I will also rejoice in Jerusalem and be glad in My 
people; And there will no longer be heard in her The 
voice of weeping and the sound of crying. 20 “No longer 
will there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, Or 
an old man who does not live out his days; For the youth 
will die at the age of one hundred And the one who does 
not reach the age of one hundred Will be thought 
accursed. 21 “They will build houses and inhabit them; 
They will also plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 22 
“They will not build and another inhabit, They will not 
plant and another eat; For as the lifetime of a tree, so 
will be the days of My people, And My chosen ones will 
wear out the work of their hands. 23They will not labor in 
vain, Or bear children for calamity; For they are the 
offspring of those blessed by the Lord, And their 
descendants with them. 24It will also come to pass that 
before they call, I will answer; and while they are still 
speaking, I will hear. 25The wolf and the lamb will graze 
together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox; and dust 
will be the serpent’s food. They will do no evil or harm in 
all My holy mountain,” says the Lord. Isaiah 65:17-25 
NASB
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Sanballat make these comments about Israel and their 
wall.  
—He is ridiculing their ability and their work.  
——Tobiah chimes in as well and says that a fox 
jumping on the wall will destroy it.   
———The enemies of God will say all kinds of things to 
try and get you to quit.
————So as believers in Christ we have 2 options: 
—————1.  Listen to God about the work he has us 
involved in and continue to press on no matter the lies 
that the world or the enemies of God speak.  
—————2.  Stop the work that we are doing for God.  
 
——————When I put it so plainly it seems easy but 
noting about live is that plan.

Know this about God and doing listening to Him as 
opposed to the lies.   
—God’s word is true.  
——READ: Gen. 3:1, 4, “1Now the serpent was more 
crafty than any beast of the field which the Lord God had 
made. And he said to the woman, “Indeed, has God 
said, “You shall not eat from any tree of the garden?” 
Genesis 3:1 
——Gen. 3:4, “4The serpent said to the woman, 
â€œYou surely will not die!
Genesis 3:4 NASB
—God is Good.   
——READ: Ps. 136:1, “Give thanks to the Lord, for He 
is good, For His lovingkindness is everlasting. Psalms 
136:1 NASB
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—God is generous.   
——READ:  Eph. 1:7-9, “In Him we have redemption 
through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of His grace 8which He lavished 
on us. In all wisdom and insight 9He made known to us 
the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention 
which He purposed in Him Ephesians 1:7-9 NASB
—Your obedience matters 
——READ: John 14;15, “15 “If you love Me, you will 
keep My commandments.
John 14:15 NASB
 —God is who He says He is.  
 ——READ: Deut. 32:4, “The Rock! His work is perfect, 
For all His ways are just; A God of faithfulness and 
without injustice, Righteous and upright is He. 
Deuteronomy 32:4 NASB
——READ: Col. 1:16-17, “For by Him all things were 
created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities; all things have been created through Him 
and for Him. 17He is before all things, and in Him all 
things hold together. Colossians 1:16-17 NASB
——READ: Num. 23:19, “God is not a man, that He 
should lie, Nor a son of man, that He should repent; Has 
He said, and will He not do it? Or has He spoken, and 
will He not make it good?  Numbers 23:19 NASB
 

4Hear, O our God, how we are despised! Return their 
reproach on their own heads and give them up for 
plunder in a land of captivity. 5Do not forgive their 
iniquity and let not their sin be blotted out before 
You, for they have demoralized the builders. 

Nehemiah responds to the lies the enemies tells with 
prayer.  
—He prays that their plans of discouraging Israel would 
not work but backfire on them. 
——Prayer was not Nehemiah’s last resort but His first 
resort.  Nehemiah sees prayer as a war time walk-i-talk-
i.  
——See these enemies are opposed to the work and 
God.   

6So we built the wall and the whole wall was joined 
together to half its height, for the people had a mind 
to work. 

Nehemiah and Israels response is to listen to God and 
not their enemies. 
—So they continued to rebuild.  
——The people continued steadfastly toward the goal.   
———The faith, unity, and energy of the small group of 
people did amazing things. 
————What can this small group of people do for God 
when we have faith, unity, and energy?  
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7Now when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the 
Ammonites and the Ashdodites heard that the repair 
of the walls of Jerusalem went on, and that the 
breaches began to be closed, they were very angry. 
8All of them conspired together to come and fight 
against Jerusalem and to cause a disturbance in it. 

Upset by the progress of the work being done, Israels 
enemies grew.  
—Israels enemies plotted to maybe attack Jerusalem.  
——When they found that their plans had failed they 
kicked it up a notch.   

Lets understand what kind of enemies Israel was facing.  
 
—The Arabs were southern neighbors of the Jews.
—The Ammonites were the eastern neighbors who also 
had part of the western territory too.  
—The Ashdodites were the western neighbors.  
—The Samaritans were to the north.   
——Israel was completely surrounded.  

9But we prayed to our God, and because of them we 
set up a guard against them day and night. 

Once again in times of trouble they prayed to God. 
—Nehemiah trusted God and he was aware of the 
dangers taking the necessary precautions.  
 

10Thus in Judah it was said, “The strength of the 
burden bearers is failing, Yet there is much rubbish; 
And we ourselves are unable To rebuild the wall.” 

But the problem came as it often does in the church 
from inside.  
—Internal problems can be more serious than from the 
most formidable outside enemies. 
——I read an article the other day and it listed 14 of the 
top reasons that churches break down.  
———10 of those were internal problems that were 
people dealing with people.  ————What is the 
problem within the church that cause such destruction?  
 
—————READ: Judges 21:25, “In those days there 
was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his 
own eyes. Judges 21:25 NASB
——————Discouragement started to sweep the 
people.  
———————There is are key words in their 
statement:  “we ourselves are unable to rebuild.”
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11Our enemies said, “They will not know or see until 
we come among them, kill them and put a stop to 
the work.” 12When the Jews who lived near them 
came and told us ten times, “They will come up 
against us from every place where you may turn,” 
13then I stationed men in the lowest parts of the 
space behind the wall, the exposed places, and I 
stationed the people in families with their swords, 
spears and bows. 14When I saw their fear, I rose and 
spoke to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the 
people: “Do not be afraid of them; remember the 
Lord who is great and awesome, and fight for your 
brothers, your sons, your daughters, your wives and 
your houses.” 

The rumors of the impending attack added to the 
discouragement and was exactly what the enemy 
wanted. 
—The rumors were wide spread.  They heard the 
rumors over and over again as more and more Jews 
came to warn them.  
 
So Nehemiah took precautionary measures.  
—He organized them into an army, and put them 
according to their families.  
——Nehemiah and God were not going to let their 
enemies discourage their people.   
———Nehemiah trusted in God. 
————But it is not a trust in God without any action.  It 
is trust with action.  
—————This is what God calls us to as well.  We 
need to trust Him and act on that trust.   
——————READ: 1 John 3:18, “Little children, let us 
not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth. 
1 John 3:18 NASB
——————READ: Luke 12:35, ”Be dressed in 
readiness, and keep your lamps lit. Luke 12:35 NASB
 

15When our enemies heard that it was known to us, 
and that God had frustrated their plan, then all of us 
returned to the wall, each one to his work. 16From 
that day on, half of my servants carried on the work 
while half of them held the spears, the shields, the 
bows and the breastplates; and the captains were 
behind the whole house of Judah. 17Those who 
were rebuilding the wall and those who carried 
burdens took their load with one hand doing the 
work and the other holding a weapon. 18As for the 
builders, each wore his sword girded at his side as 
he built, while the trumpeter stood near me. 19I said 
to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the people, 
“The work is great and extensive, and we are 
separated on the wall far from one another. 20At 
whatever place you hear the sound of the trumpet, 
rally to us there. Our God will fight for us.” 

When "God had frustrated their plan.”  
—Nehemiah once again giving God the credit for 
everything.  
——They now had to sacrifice some time and effort to 
continue would be a bit more but this is what was 
required to complete God’s task.   
———The enemies now have to wait if they want to get 
into a battle in the middle of the Persian empire. 
————Especially when the king had given Nehemiah 
permission to be there.  
—————Their enemies bluff was called and of course 
God’s plan continues on.   
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21So we carried on the work with half of them 
holding spears from dawn until the stars appeared. 
22At that time I also said to the people, “Let each 
man with his servant spend the night within 
Jerusalem so that they may be a guard for us by 
night and a laborer by day.” 23So neither I, my 
brothers, my servants, nor the men of the guard who 
followed me, none of us removed our clothes, each 
took his weapon even to the water.

Israel was now prepared for work and for the enemy.  
—God had provided once again for His people and His 
purpose.  
——READ: Phil. 4:19, “19And my God will supply all 
your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ 
Jesus. Philippians 4:19 NASB
——READ: Isa. 55:11, “11So will My word be which 
goes forth from My mouth;
It will not return to Me empty, Without accomplishing 
what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for 
which I sent it. Isaiah 55:11 NASB
 
 So we as believers need to go into the world knowing 
that God is in control and God will provide.  
—READ: Isa. 55:6-7, “Seek the Lord while He may be 
found; Call upon Him while He is near. 7Let the wicked 
forsake his way And the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
And let him return to the Lord, And He will have 
compassion on him, And to our God, For He will 
abundantly pardon. Isaiah 55:6-7 NASB
 
If we do this then: 
—READ: Isa. 55:12, “For you will go out with joy And be 
led forth with peace; The mountains and the hills will 
break forth into shouts of joy before you, And all the 
trees of the field will clap their hands. Isaiah 55:12 
NASB
 

Nehemiah 4:1-23 NASB
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