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Passage Begins 

1And it came about in the month Nisan, in the 
twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, that wine was 
before him, and I took up the wine and gave it to the 
king. Now I had not been sad in his presence.

So here the story continues. We know that Nehemiah 
was a cupbearers to the king. 
—Nehemiah gives us a bit more insight into the timeline.  
He tells us that it is the month Nisan.  
——This would be March/April for our calendar.  So it 
had been four months that Nehemiah had waited to talk 
to the king.   
———What was Nehemiah doing all that time?  Well he 
was fasting, praying, and he was seeking the council of 
God’s word. 
————I think the better question is what was God 
doing in Nehemiah for four month?  This is what we will 
find out the rest of the chapter.  
 
The work of the cupbearer was to take wine to the king.  
He was to try it first and make sure it was not poisoned. 
—The cupbearers developed a relationship with the 
king.  They were the last line of defense for the king.  
The king got to know the cupbearers so if anything was 
off he may know.  

2So the king said to me, “Why is your face sad 
though you are not sick? This is nothing but 
sadness of heart.” Then I was very much afraid. 3I 
said to the king, “Let the king live forever. Why 
should my face not be sad when the city, the place 
of my fathers’ tombs, lies desolate and its gates 
have been consumed by fire?”

Nehemiah had not been sad in the presence of the king 
but this time he was. 
—The king immediately knew that something was wrong 
with Nehemiah.  
——The king quickly questioned Nehemiah to see what 
was the problem.   
———The king is thinking like the rest of us, “man this 
guy just drank out of my drink and he is sick.  I am going 
to get sick now." 
————That or he was concerned that Nehemiah was 
poisoned.  
—————He then realized what it was.  Nehemiah’s 
heart was sad.   
——————Nehemiah’s inner feelings were affecting 
his outward appearance.  

Nehemiah was afraid because these kings are absolute 
dictators and he is in a tough position.  
—His heart is  breaking for his people, God’s temple, 
and God’s kingdom.  
——How does he approach the king about rebuilding 
Jerusalem after the king had already told them to stop 
building?    
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4Then the king said to me, “What would you 
request?” So I prayed to the God of heaven.

We see the true state of the king and Nehemiah’s 
relationship here. 
—Nehemiah had built a relationship with the king that 
the king wanted to do something for his servant.  This is 
not normal.  
——The king asked Nehemiah for his request.   
———Nehemiah out of instinct prayed to God really 
quick before beginning. 
————The moment God had been preparing 
Nehemiah for was finally here.  Nehemiah had prayed 
for months for this moment.  
—————In the mist of this intense situation Nehemiah 
went to God in reliance on Him.   

We need to recognize something here.  Nehemiah’s 
quick prayer was valid because he had prayed 
sufficiently before.    
—Nehemiah had prayed for months and the time was at 
hand and he prayed again putting whatever the result in 
God’s hands.  

How then does Nehemiah muster the strength to ask the 
king for this thing the king has already put a stop to? 
—Faith that God will do the things He said He would
——READ: Matt. 21:22, “22And whatever you ask in 
prayer, you will receive, if you have faith. Matthew 21:22 
ESV
—Peace in reliance on God. 
——READ: Phil. 4:6-7, “6Be anxious for nothing, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known to God. 7And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
Philippians 4:6-7 NASB
 
See prayer is that thing that is done in private.  It is the 
walk the walk part of Christianity.   
—Someone who heart is truly on fire for God is 
someone who prays a lot.  Prayer is the evidence of a 
changed heart, of a life given over to God.  
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5I said to the king, “If it please the king, and if your 
servant has found favor before you, send me to 
Judah, to the city of my fathers’ tombs, that I may 
rebuild it.” 6Then the king said to me, the queen 
sitting beside him, “How long will your journey be, 
and when will you return?” So it pleased the king to 
send me, and I gave him a definite time. 7And I said 
to the king, “If it please the king, let letters be given 
me for the governors of the provinces beyond the 
River, that they may allow me to pass through until I 
come to Judah, 8and a letter to Asaph the keeper of 
the king’s forest, that he may give me timber to 
make beams for the gates of the fortress which is by 
the temple, for the wall of the city and for the house 
to which I will go.” And the king granted them to me 
because the good hand of my God was on me. 

Nehemiah makes his request.  
—Something interesting happens in this request from 
the king.  
——Nehemiah becomes an expert on diplomacy and on 
building and fortifying cities.   
———Nehemiah gave the king an amount of time that 
the journey and rebuilding will take, He knows exactly 
what kind of authorization he needs, and he knows 
exactly what materials he will need for the build.  
————What was God doing in Nehemiah for months?  
PREPARING HIM.  
—————Nehemiah did not just go into this task blind.  
He prepared ahead of time and God was preparing him 
for the task.   
—————Nehemiah was studying and planning.  He 
wanted to be useful and so he educated himself on what 
he was going to do. 

Often times we tell God that we want to be useful and he 
gives us a direction and we do nothing to prepare 
ourselves for the mission.   
—What can you do to be used by God?  What can you 
learn to be used by God?  What has God been telling 
you to do but you are not trying to prepare yourself for 
that you should?  
——READ: 2 Tim. 2:20-21, “Now in a large house there 
are not only gold and silver vessels, but also vessels of 
wood and of earthenware, and some to honor and some 
to dishonor. 21Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself 
from these things, he will be a vessel for honor, 
sanctified, useful to the Master, prepared for every good 
work. 2 Timothy 2:20-21 NASB
 

At the end of it all once again evidence of a changed 
heart and a life given over to God Nehemiah give all the 
credit to God that the king granted all these things to 
him.   
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9Then I came to the governors of the provinces 
beyond the River and gave them the king’s letters. 
Now the king had sent with me officers of the army 
and horsemen. 10When Sanballat the Horonite and 
Tobiah the Ammonite official heard about it, it was 
very displeasing to them that someone had come to 
seek the welfare of the sons of Israel. 

Here Nehemiah has begun his journey and the king sent 
officers with him so that he would make it safe. 
—God is using the king to once again accomplish His 
task.  
——Nehemiah was on his way to fulfill an important 
mission and knew that opposition was going to come his 
way.   
———Nehemiah’s arrival created problems with the 
neighbors.  
————These neighbors had the louder voice.  They 
had complained to the king earlier against Jerusalem 
and the king had stop the building.  
—————These neighbors remind me of those in our 
community that have the louder voice.  Often time we 
are persecuted or slandered because someone has the 
louder voice.   
——————We learn from Nehemiah that we are not to 
fear that these loud voices will prevent the work of God.  
——————READ: Prov. 19:21, “Many plans are in a 
man’s heart,
But the counsel of the Lord will stand. Proverbs 19:21 
NASB
 
It doesn’t matter who is louder God works and His plan 
will be accomplished.  
 

11So I came to Jerusalem and was there three days. 
12And I arose in the night, I and a few men with me. I 
did not tell anyone what my God was putting into my 
mind to do for Jerusalem and there was no animal 
with me except the animal on which I was riding. 
13So I went out at night by the Valley Gate in the 
direction of the Dragon’s Well and on to the Refuse 
Gate, inspecting the walls of Jerusalem which were 
broken down and its gates which were consumed by 
fire. 14Then I passed on to the Fountain Gate and 
the King’s Pool, but there was no place for my 
mount to pass. 15So I went up at night by the ravine 
and inspected the wall. Then I entered the Valley 
Gate again and returned. 16The officials did not 
know where I had gone or what I had done; nor had I 
as yet told the Jews, the priests, the nobles, the 
officials or the rest who did the work. 

Once again Nehemiah is preparing himself for the task 
at hand.  
—Nehemiah says that in verse 12 that God was giving 
him the idea of what to do.  
——Nehemiah is not acting on his own initiative but he 
is being led by God to do the things that are needed.    
———Nehemiah does his inspection secretly at night so 
to hid as much from his enemies and those who would 
give his plan to his enemies.  
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17Then I said to them, “You see the bad situation we 
are in, that Jerusalem is desolate and its gates 
burned by fire. Come, let us rebuild the wall of 
Jerusalem so that we will no longer be a reproach.” 
18I told them how the hand of my God had been 
favorable to me and also about the king’s words 
which he had spoken to me. Then they said, “Let us 
arise and build.” So they put their hands to the good 
work.

After Nehemiah had made his inspection he was ready 
to unfold the plan to the people. 
—For the first time since his arrival in Jerusalem 
Nehemiah tell the real purpose of his visit.  
——He tell them why he began this journey months ago: 
because he heard the Jews were in trouble because the 
defensive walls were in ruin and the gate were buried.   
———His assessment is that the defenseless city was 
in great danger to the attacks of the enemies around 
them. 
————Nehemiah care for God’s people, God’s temple, 
God’s kingdom, God’s name.  These things were at 
stake here.  
————Today I believe God’s name is at stake once 
again.  
—————To many Christians walk around acting not 
like Christ.  So the questions are:  
                        1.  What walls or gates need work in your 
life? bible reading, prayer, fellowship with others, 
discipleship. 
                        2.  What areas of your life do you need to 
put guards over? your eyes, your computer screens, you 
finances, your intake.    
                        3.  What areas of your life have been 
corrupted by the enemy?  
Maybe just as Jerusalem you are in ruins.  You are 
sitting helpless to put out the flames destroying you.  
—You need rebuilding as Nehemiah proposed to 
Jerusalem.   
——Jesus is the business of rebuilding lives.  He brings 
salvation to broken down, burned, and destroyed to 
make them glorious once more.  

Nehemiah then charges the Israelites to go to work.  
—Often times when we have been stuck and not 
working for a long period of time we need that push to 
start working again.  
——READ: 1 Cor. 3:9, “For we are God’s fellow 
workers; you are God’s field, God’s building. 1 
Corinthians 3:9 NASB
——READ: 1 Cor. 15:58, “Therefore, my beloved 
brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain 
in the Lord. 1 Corinthians 15:58 NASB
  
Maybe you need a wake up call this morning to get back 
up and do the work God has for you.   
—As Nehemiah tells the Israelites I will tell you:  the 
favor of God is with us.  We need to find our motivation 
in God not in worldly things.  God has sent you on this 
mission and if you get distracted get back up and keep 
working.  
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19But when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the 
Ammonite official, and Geshem the Arab heard it, 
they mocked us and despised us and said, “What is 
this thing you are doing? Are you rebelling against 
the king?” 20So I answered them and said to them, 
“The God of heaven will give us success; therefore 
we His servants will arise and build, but you have no 
portion, right or memorial in Jerusalem.”

When Nehemiah’s intention became known they started 
by ridiculing them.
—Their enemies did not expect much and they wanted 
to frighten the Israelites.  
——Nehemiah clearly responds with the authority that 
God has given him.   
———He addresses the highest authority first, God.  He 
wanted them to know that he served God and that God 
had commissioned this endeavor.
————Nehemiah uses the language of READ: Josh. 
1;8, “8This book of the law shall not depart from your 
mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that 
you may be careful to do according to all that is written 
in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and 
then you will have success.
Joshua 1:8 NASB
—————Nehemiah’s success will come from knowing 
God and God will make them successful.  

People are going to come at you with all kind of things 
but you have to know that you will be prosperous and 
will have success because of God and not your own 
strength.  

Nehemiah 2:1-20 NASB

http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/a-place-to-start-
for-spiritually-stuck-people
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