
Vision Leads to Action
Scripture:  Nehemiah 1:1-11 NASB
Announcements:
Scripture Reading:   Deut. 4:25-31

Passage Begins 
1The words of Nehemiah the son of Hacaliah 
(hack-a-lie-a).  Now it happened in the month 
Chislev (chiz-le-v), in the twentieth year, while 
I was in Susa (sue-sa) the capitol,

Nehemiah’s names means: the Lord comforts.  
This is what God was going to used Nehemiah to 
do, to revive, to comfort, to inspire, and 
encourage those in exile.  
—He gives us a time line and this timeline will 
help us know a bit about Nehemiah.  
——He says in the chiz-le-v which would be our 
November-December he was in the capitol.   

2that Hanani (han-a-nI), one of my brothers, 
and some men from Judah came; and I asked 
them concerning the Jews who had escaped 
and had survived the captivity, and about 
Jerusalem. 3They said to me, “The remnant 
there in the province who survived the 
captivity are in great distress and reproach, 
and the wall of Jerusalem is broken down and 
its gates are burned with fire.” 

Weather Han-a-nI was an actual relative or just a 
countryman we are not sure.
—Nehemiah was interested in the state of his 
homeland and of his fellow countryman.  
——This is a very normal thing.  Especially for 
someone who care about the people they belong 
to and their home.  WHEN I WAS AWAY AT 
SCHOOL—someone else from California.  
LOUISVILLE when someone asked about 
California.   

They respond and tell Nehemiah the bad news.  
—The remnant are in great distress.  The wall of 
Jerusalem are broken down and the gates are 
burned.  
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4When I heard these words, I sat down and 
wept and mourned for days; and I was fasting 
and praying before the God of heaven.

Look at how passionate Nehemiah is for the 
kingdom of God.  Look how passionate 
Nehemiah is for God’s people. 
—Nehemiah has profound concern and deep 
care for his nation and his countryman.  
——It says that Nehemiah prayed and fasted 
because of the state of his nation and God’s 
people.   
———It is easier to pray about something we 
have genuine concern or passion  about that 
thing.  
————Do we have the passion for God’s 
people as Nehemiah has?  Are we as concerned 
about God’s kingdom as Nehemiah?  
—————How do we have a heart like 
Nehemiah’s?   
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We need to have a deep understanding of who 
God is. 
——We can not be happy with our understanding 
of God.  We need to be constantly working to 
deepen our understanding of who God is.  
———So How? 
———A. Know Jesus more
—————READ: Col. 2:9, “For in Him all the 
fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, Colossians 
2:9 NASB
—————READ: John 6:38, “For I have come 
down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the 
will of Him who sent Me. John 6:38 NASB
——— B.  Having faith
————When we trust God more and more our 
faith will increase.   
—————READ: Prov. 3:5-7, “Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart
And do not lean on your own understanding. 6In 
all your ways acknowledge Him, And He will 
make your paths straight. Proverbs 3:5-6 NASB
—————READ: Ps. 9:10, “And those who 
know Your name will put their trust in You, For 
You, O Lord, have not forsaken those who seek 
You. Psalms 9:10
———C.  Prayer can deepen our understanding 
of God 
————READ: Ps. 145:18, “The Lord is near to 
all who call upon Him, To all who call upon Him in 
truth. Psalms 145:18 NASB
————READ: James 4:8, “Draw near to God 
and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your 
hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you 
double-minded.
James 4:8 NASB
———D. Fellowship with other believers 
————God created us in Him and we who are 
believers in Christ have the fruit of the Spirit in 
us. 
—————READ: Heb. 10:23-25, “Let us hold 
fast the confession of our hope without wavering, 
for He who promised is faithful; 24and let us 
consider how to stimulate one another to love 
and good deeds, 25not forsaking our own 
assembling together, as is the habit of some, but 
encouraging one another; and all the more as 
you see the day drawing near. Hebrews 10:23-25 
NASB
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5 I said, “I beseech You, O Lord God of 
heaven, the great and awesome God, who 
preserves the covenant and lovingkindness 
for those who love Him and keep His 
commandments,’

Nehemiah then records a prayer that he most 
likely prayed many times.
—If you want a good pattern of prayer then 
Nehemiah gives a great one here.  
——He starts with adoration.    
———Nehemiah tells God of his great respect 
and love for him.  Nehemiah is telling God that 
He is awesome and does the things that He says 
He will do.  
————When we pray we need to put God in 
His right place in our minds.  We need to 
acknowledge that He is the great God who 
created all things and that sustains all things.  
—————READ: Ex. 15:11, “Who is like You 
among the gods, O Lord? Who is like You, 
majestic in holiness, Awesome in praises, 
working wonders? Exodus 15:11 NASB
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6let Your ear now be attentive and Your eyes 
open to hear the prayer of Your servant which 
I am praying before You now, day and night, 
on behalf of the sons of Israel Your servants, 
confessing the sins of the sons of Israel 
which we have sinned against You; I and my 
father’s house have sinned.  7We have acted 
very corruptly against You and have not kept 
the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the 
ordinances which You commanded Your 
servant Moses.

So we see here that Nehemiah is confessing his 
sin and the sins of Israel to God.  
—Nehemiah is not trying to exclude himself for 
his people.  He is trying include himself.  He 
combined his confessing with Israel.  
——Nehemiah know that all have sinned and all 
need to confess to God our sins.  
——READ: 1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, 
He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If 
we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a 
liar and His word is not in us.
1 John 1:9-10 NASB
———Nehemiah tells us what the sin was.  He 
says that Israel including himself have acted very 
corruptly against God.  They have not keep His 
commandments.  
———Once again Nehemiah knows God’s word 
and he know that Israel has violated the covenant 
they made with God.  
————READ: Lev. 26:40-42, “If they confess 
their iniquity and the iniquity of their forefathers, 
in their unfaithfulness which they committed 
against Me, and also in their acting with hostility 
against Me” 41I also was acting with hostility 
against them, to bring them into the land of their 
enemies”or if their uncircumcised heart becomes 
humbled so that they then make amends for their 
iniquity, 42then I will remember My covenant with 
Jacob, and I will remember also My covenant 
with Isaac, and My covenant with Abraham as 
well, and I will remember the land.
Leviticus 26:40-42 NASB
—————Nehemiah is living out the promise 
God made.  All the things God said would happen 
have happened and now he prays that he might 
experience God’s promise of old.   
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8Remember the word which You commanded 
Your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are 
unfaithful I will scatter you among the 
peoples; 9but if you return to Me and keep My 
commandments and do them, though those of 
you who have been scattered were in the 
most remote part of the heavens, I will gather 
them from there and will bring them to the 
place where I have chosen to cause My name 
to dwell.  10They are Your servants and Your 
people whom You redeemed by Your great 
power and by Your strong hand.

After Nehemiah confesses his sins and the sins 
of Israel he offers thanksgiving.
—READ: Col. 3:17, “Whatever you do in word or 
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks through Him to God the Father. 
Colossians 3:17 
—READ: Heb. 13:15, “Through Him then, let us 
continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, 
that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His 
name.
Hebrews 13:15 NASB 
—Nehemiah is thankful  that God fulfills his 
covenants, that God is going to to bring His 
people back, and He is going to redeem them by 
His great power.  
——Even though Nehemiah comes before God 
like us all, empty handed, with nothing, deserving 
nothing, God want to hear from him and us.   
———Nehemiah is so emotionally in verse 4 
because it is him people, his friends, but also he 
know the covenants God has made.  He knows 
one day God’s people will be brought together 
once again. 
————Nehemiah teaches us to pray based on 
our understanding of God and God’s purpose.  
We need to pray according to God’s will as we 
see it in His word.  
—————We must also remember that we can 
always begin again in our relationship with God if 
we return o him in humility.   
——————This doesn't give us a license to sin 
but a license to return if we do.  
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11O Lord, I beseech You, may Your ear be 
attentive to the prayer of Your servant and the 
prayer of Your servants who delight to revere 
Your name, and make Your servant successful 
today and grant him compassion before this 
man.”

Here is Nehemiah’s supplication or asking God 
for something. 
—As we will see in next weeks sermon 
Nehemiah is about to go before King Artaxerxes 
and ask that he would grant Nehemiah’s request. 
—READ: John 15:7, “If you abide in Me, and My 
words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it 
will be done for you. John 15:7 NASB
—READ: 1 John 5:14-15, “This is the confidence 
which we have before Him, that, if we ask 
anything according to His will, He hears us. 
15And if we know that He hears us in whatever 
we ask, we know that we have the requests 
which we have asked from Him. 1 John 5:14-15 
NASB
——Nehemiah is going to ask the King to act on 
behalf of the nation of Israel, God’s people.    
———Nehemiah has no reason to expect a favor 
of the king and Artazerxes had issued a decree 
already to have the worked stopped in 
Jerusalem. 
————To make such a request from the king 
would be contrary to royal policy and might even 
get Nehemiah killed.  
—————Nehemiah’s greatness came from 
asking great things of God and attempting great 
things relying on God not himself.   
——————Is your greatness a result of your 
reliance on God and asking Him to do great 
things?  Or is it a result of your own power?  
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Now I was the cupbearer to the king. How is Nehemiah going to ask the king?  Here it 
is; he is a cupbearer to the king.  He tests the 
things the king eats before the king to make sure 
they are not poisoned.  
—I think one last thing we can learn from 
Nehemiah is that he had vision.  
——How are the Jews in Jerusalem?  They are 
bad; Why?  
———The walls are down and they can’t get 
relief from their enemies.
————So, Nehemiah prayed and fasted and he 
looked for God’s council.  
—————His vision was was established.  He 
was going to bring relief to the Jews in 
Jerusalem.   
—————This probably was not his first choice 
of ministry but God called and he answered. 
—————When God calls you to a ministry he 
gives you a passion, he equips you, and give you 
a vision.  
 
What ministry has God called you to?  What are 
you doing with your calling?  Are you embracing 
the vision that God has given you?  Is your vision 
leading to action? 

Nehemiah 1:1-11 NASB
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