
Going Straight
Scripture: Nehemiah 9:38-10:39 NASB
Announcements:
Scripture Reading:  Heb. 9:15-22

Passage Begins: 
38“Now because of all this
We are making an agreement in writing;
And on the sealed document are the names of 
our leaders, our Levites and our priests.” 

This is a covenant renewal that is being spoken of.  
A covenant is an agreement between 2 or more 
parties.  
—After the confession of sin we saw in chapter 9 
they now decided they need to make a covenant 
with God.  
——They must come into a new relationship with the 
Lord.   
———So the verses that follow here are the 
covenant making process.  

1Now on the sealed document were the names 
of: Nehemiah the governor, the son of Hacaliah, 
and Zedekiah, 2Seraiah, Azariah, Jeremiah, 
3Pashhur, Amariah, Malchijah, 4Hattush, 
Shebaniah, Malluch, 5Harim, Meremoth, Obadiah, 
6Daniel, Ginnethon, Baruch, 7Meshullam, Abijah, 
Mijamin, 8Maaziah, Bilgai, Shemaiah. These were 
the priests.

A Seal signified a legal agreement to a document. 
—Here we see the leaders signing the new covenant 
that Israel is going to make with God.  
——The first 2 to sign are Nehemiah and Zedekiah.
———These 2 were the representatives or leaders 
of the people.  
————These 2 signing would representing the 
community signing this covenant.  The community of 
the ordinary Israelites were represented by these 2 
men.   
 
We then see 21 priestly names and of the 21 names, 
15 are family names.  This is where Ezra would be 
recorded in one of the family names.   

9And the Levites: Jeshua the son of Azaniah, 
Binnui of the sons of Henadad, Kadmiel; 10also 
their brothers Shebaniah, Hodiah, Kelita, Pelaiah, 
Hanan, 11Mica, Rehob, Hashabiah, 12Zaccur, 
Sherebiah, Shebaniah, 13Hodiah, Bani, Beninu.

The Levites are the family that the priest are 
selected from.  All priest are Levites but not all 
Levites are priest.  
—The Levites and there brother also signed this new 
covenant with the rest of Israel.  
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14The leaders of the people: Parosh, Pahath-
moab, Elam, Zattu, Bani, 15Bunni, Azgad, Bebai, 
16Adonijah, Bigvai, Adin, 17Ater, Hezekiah, 
Azzur, 18Hodiah, Hashum, Bezai, 19Hariph, 
Anathoth, Nebai, 20Magpiash, Meshullam, Hezir, 
21Meshezabel, Zadok, Jaddua, 22Pelatiah, 
Hanan, Anaiah, 23Hoshea, Hananiah, Hasshub, 
24Hallohesh, Pilha, Shobek, 25Rehum, 
Hashabnah, Maaseiah, 26Ahiah, Hanan, Anan, 
27Malluch, Harim, Baanah. 

The leaders of the people were mostly family 
representatives. 
—These were people who were leaders in the 
community not as elected officials but as leaders of 
communities within the whole of Jerusalem. 
 

28Now the rest of the people, the priests, the 
Levites, the gatekeepers, the singers, the temple 
servants and all those who had separated 
themselves from the peoples of the lands to the 
law of God, their wives, their sons and their 
daughters, all those who had knowledge and 
understanding, 29are joining with their kinsmen, 
their nobles, and are taking on themselves a 
curse and an oath to walk in God’s law, which 
was given through Moses, God’s servant, and to 
keep and to observe all the commandments of 
God our Lord, and His ordinances and His 
statutes;

The leadership of the community lead the people 
into this covenant.  The leadership thought that this 
was  a good thing for them to do and they were all 
on board. 
—The rest of the people now join the leadership in 
signing and agreeing to the new covenant.  
——We see that it is everyone who “separated 
themselves from the people of the land.   
———They separated themselves to maintain the 
holiness that God called them to.  They often times 
found themselves accepting the world around them 
and allowing the world to influence them.
————So they separated themselves from these 
other peoples culture, religious practices, beliefs, 
and ethic principles.  
—————God wants us to be separate today as 
well.   
——————READ: John 15:18-19, “If the world 
hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it 
hated you. 19If you were of the world, the world 
would love its own; but because you are not of the 
world, but I chose you out of the world, because of 
this the world hates you. John 15:18-19 NASB
——————READ: 1 John 2:15-17, “Do not love 
the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves 
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16For 
all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the 
lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not 
from the Father, but is from the world. 17The world is 
passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who 
does the will of God lives forever. 1 John 2:15-17 
NASB
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Then the passage continues with all people who are 
able to understand are joining in on this taking this 
covenant. 
—What was the curse?  This was the covenant that 
they sign.  It was only a curse if they did not follow 
through with their end of the bargain.  
——It was a curse to break the covenant with God.  
So if the people followed the same pattern as the 
Israelites of the past they will incur a curse which 
would be some punishment or judgement from God.  
 

They could not keep the covenants they made with 
God in the past, why make another one?  
—They needed to commit to God and to each other 
to live a certain way, to be a certain way, and love a 
certain way.  
——Members of North Morro Church have also 
entered a covenant with each other and God.   
———At the end of the membership application it 
says, “I have accessed copies of the Mission, 
Purpose, and Vision statement as well as the Baptist 
Faith & Message and am in full agreement with them 
in both word and Spirit. As a member of this church, 
I will abide by these documents, and seek to fulfill 
membership responsibilities to the best of my ability, 
and will strive to fulfill my responsibilities to the Lord 
and to His work. 
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Why do we need to have a covenant with each other 
like this? 
—In his book The Great Evangelical Recession, 
John Dickerson states, “Two forces kill old strong 
trees:  Internal diseases rot the  trees from within, 
and external forces shake the trees from without.”  
——He is talking about the church.  The church can 
be killed from inside and from the outside.   
———In our cultural climate we are in the outside 
forces are trying to kill the church.  We don’t need 
any internal forces trying to kill us from the inside. 
————We need people who are going to commit 
to each other that are really going to be there for 
each other when it really gets difficult.  
—————See Dickerson continues to say, “The 
United States evangelical church has ruptured 
before, but never in the face of such internal decline 
and such external opposition….Unless giving trends 
change significantly, evangelical giving across the 
board may drop by about 70 percent during the next 
twenty-five to thirty years…..Now, to honestly assess 
our position, we must face another layer of brutal 
fact.  Wee are losing the people we do have.  If the 
church is the body of Christ then that body is 
bleeding out…..Research indicated that more than 
half of those born into evangelicalism are leaving the 
movement during their twenties….Of the 3.7 million 
United States evangelicals whoa re eighteen to 
twenty-nine years old, 2.6 million will leave the faith 
at some point between their eighteenth and twenty-
ninth birthdays….That’s 712 who will quit the faith 
today, another 712 tomorrow, and so forth.  
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Why do tell you all of this? 
—The Christian church in this country is dying.
——The outside forces that have acted on the 
church is killing it and affecting it inwardly.   
———We as believers in Christ need to come 
together and commit to one another just as Israel 
does here in Nehemiah to fight for God’s truth, God’s 
purpose, and God’s plan in America. 
————Being a Christian in America is not going to 
get easier.  It is only going to get harder and we are 
going to need people who have the same vision, 
mission, and purpose.    
—————We need each other and we need to 
know we are not going to be killed from the inside 
out. 
——————READ: Heb. 3:12-14, “Take care, 
brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, 
unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God. 
13But encourage one another day after day, as long 
as it is still called Today, so that none of you will be 
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 14For we have 
become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the 
beginning of our assurance firm until the 
end...Hebrews 3:12-14 NASB
——————READ: 1 Cor. 1:10,  “10Now I exhort 
you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that you all agree and that there be no divisions 
among you, but that you be made complete in the 
same mind and in the same judgment. 1 Corinthians 
1:10 NASB
——————READ: 1 Peter 3:8-9, “To sum up, all 
of you be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, 
kindhearted, and humble in spirit; 9not returning evil 
for evil or insult for insult, but giving a blessing 
instead; for you were called for the very purpose that 
you might inherit a blessing. 1 Peter 3:8-9 NASB
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30and that we will not give our daughters to the 
peoples of the land or take their daughters for 
our sons. 31As for the peoples of the land who 
bring wares or any grain on the sabbath day to 
sell, we will not buy from them on the sabbath or 
a holy day; and we will forego the crops the 
seventh year and the exaction of every debt. 

Once again Israel is trying to set themselves a part 
from the other nations so that they don’t accept the 
other nations cultures and god’s. 
—We see verse 30-31 telling of the required 
obedience to God and His commands for Israel’s 
good.  
——So the questions comes are we being obedient 
to God’s commands?   
———Are we obeying what God has said for us to 
do? 
————Are we loving God above all else?  Are we 
loving people as ourselves?  Are we making 
disciples-mature believers in Christ who can lead 
non-believers to Christ?  Are you being discipled?  
 

32We also placed ourselves under obligation to 
contribute yearly one third of a shekel for the 
service of the house of our God: 33for the 
showbread, for the continual grain offering, for 
the continual burnt offering, the sabbaths, the 
new moon, for the appointed times, for the holy 
things and for the sin offerings to make 
atonement for Israel, and all the work of the 
house of our God. 

They committed to give to the ministry of the temple. 
—All of Israel came together and has said that they 
are going to give to the ministry so that they can do 
what they have been commanded to do.  
——Israel agreed to take the burden of funding the 
ministry.  
———Unfortunately, money is required for ministry 
to go.  
————A church that truly loves God won’t neglect 
the responsibly to give.  
—————Providing the financial support that 
enables the ministry of the church to happen.   
——————READ: Lev. 27:30, “˜Thus all the tithe 
of the land, of the seed of the land or of the fruit of 
the tree, is the Lord’s; it is holy to the Lord. Leviticus 
27:30 NASB
——————READ: 2 Cor. 9:7, “Each one must do 
just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly 
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
2 Corinthians 9:7 NASB
——————READ: Matt. 6:19-21, “Do not store up 
for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 
rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 
20But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where 
thieves do not break in or steal; 21for where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also. Matthew 
6:19-21 NASB
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34Likewise we cast lots for the supply of wood 
among the priests, the Levites and the people so 
that they might bring it to the house of our God, 
according to our fathers’ households, at fixed 
times annually, to burn on the altar of the Lord 
our God, as it is written in the law; 35and that 
they might bring the first fruits of our ground and 
the first fruits of all the fruit of every tree to the 
house of the Lord annually, 36and bring to the 
house of our God the firstborn of our sons and 
of our cattle, and the firstborn of our herds and 
our flocks as it is written in the law, for the 
priests who are ministering in the house of our 
God. 37We will also bring the first of our dough, 
our contributions, the fruit of every tree, the new 
wine and the oil to the priests at the chambers of 
the house of our God, and the tithe of our ground 
to the Levites, for the Levites are they who 
receive the tithes in all the rural towns. 38The 
priest, the son of Aaron, shall be with the Levites 
when the Levites receive tithes, and the Levites 
shall bring up the tenth of the tithes to the house 
of our God, to the chambers of the storehouse. 
39For the sons of Israel and the sons of Levi 
shall bring the contribution of the grain, the new 
wine and the oil to the chambers; there are the 
utensils of the sanctuary, the priests who are 
ministering, the gatekeepers and the singers. 
Thus we will not neglect the house of our God.

These verses once again point to the commitment of 
the people. 
—Families would contribute wood, produce, and 
animals for the various sacrifices that would be 
made to God.   
——This passage challenges us to be faithful in the 
support of community worship, both in attendance 
and in tithes. 

For ministry to work it need God first of all, then 
people and money.   
—The covenant that the Israelites made is saying, 
they will be the people and the money and let God 
utilized both them and the money that they give. 
——They make this agreement to God and to each 
other.  
 
Will you be the people and give the money that God 
will utilize for the ministry here at North Morro 
Church?  
—Will you make this agreement with God and with 
us?  
——It is not going to get easier to be a Christian and 
be a bible believing church.   
———Will you stand with us and fight for the God of 
the universe?  Will you stand for the truth of God in a 
world that is getting more and more hostile toward 
God each and every day?  Will you obey his 
commands to love Him above all else and others as 
yourself and make disciple?

Nehemiah 9:38-10:39 NASB
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