
From The Pastor 
I spent some time 
thinking about the 
early church and the 
climate they were in.   

When we looked at 
the seven churches in 
Revelation, we saw 
that the churches 
doing right were not 
popular and endured 
different types of 
persecution.  Then I 
thought about the 
Apostle Paul and how 
his life was constantly 
in danger as he 
preached Christ.  I 
think about the many 
martyrs that gave their 
lives in the early 
church time.   

Then I thought about 
our current situation 
in America.  We do 
not have to walk 
through persecution 
like these saints of the 
past.  I think this is 
why we in the 
American church are 
so apathetic to the 
mission we are called 

to.   

We should be sharing 
the gospel and 
furthering the 
kingdom.  C. H. 
Spurgeon wrote ... 

“Our danger is that we 
will grow rich and 
become proud, give 
ourselves up to the trends 
of this evil world, and 
lose our faith.  Or if 
wealth isn’t our 
particular trial, worldly 
cares can be just as 
harmful…. The devil 
doesn’t care which, as 
long as he destroys our 
love for Christ and our 
confidence in Him.”   

This is the battle that 
we have to endure in 
our current age.  We 

have to be careful we 
are not lulled to sleep 
in our faith by the 
comfort that 
constantly surrounds 
us.   

There is a movie called 
Wall-e, and in the 
movie, humanity has 
ruined earth and they 
have to leave on a 
spaceship.  Well, they 
live on this ship for 
generations and while 
they do, they become 
less and less 
active.  They embrace 
comfort and lose track 
of how life is supposed 
to be.   

This is a great analogy 
for what is happening 
in the church in 
America today.  This is 
why we need to be so 
focused on heavenly/
kingdom thinking as 
opposed to earthly 
thinking.                         

 If we are going to 

May 2021 
somehow “right the ship” 
in this critical time in the 
church in America, it is 
going to be because we 
get out of our apathetic 
ways of living and live 
and think how God has 
called us to live.  We 
cannot delay in this 
Christian 
awakening.  We have so 
much that distracts us 
from what God is calling 
us to be and do.  Don’t 
let wealth or the cares of 
this world derail you, or 
the devil will rob you of 
your faith.  If you want 
to “jump start” your walk 
with Christ and your 
faith; go share it.  

 When you share your 
faith, you will experience 
the presence of God so 
mightily.  
 

Remember His Steadfast 
Love and Faithfulness, 

Pastor Jeremy Ventresca 

Living as Those Made Alive in Christ 

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on 
things above, not on earthly things. 

Colossians 3:1-2 



What’s That in Your Hand? By Terry Brown 

Moses, often mistaken with Charlton Heston, was minding his own business, making excuses to God 
Himself why he couldn't go before Pharaoh to convince Pharaoh to "Let My People Go!" 
 

God wasn't having it. 
 

Cutting through the excuses (I stutter, no one will listen, Pharaoh will chop my head off, who ARE You 
anyway, and so on) God replies: "What's that in your hand?"  
  
"A staff." Now Moses was a shepherd. So it would follow that he'd be holding a staff, doing his 
shepherd thing. Minding his own business, so he thought. Except. 
  
Forty years earlier he bailed out of Egypt having killed one of Pharaoh's thugs. Fled to the desert, picked 
up a wife, family, and something to earn a living, and clapping his hands over the ears of his conscience 
and yelling "I can't hear you,  I can't hear you, I can't hear you!" 
 

God wasn't having it. 
 

God saw a way to get Moses out of his comfort zone and into doing what He intended for him. The easy
-peasy of shepherding on a lonely mountain, to a game of Red Rover with the leader of the most 
powerful nation on earth. You can read about it (and you should) in Exodus 4. God let Moses use 
something he knew well, two things, using a shepherd's hook, and shepherding sheep. It was easier for 
Moses to make the transition by retaining the comfort of his current expertise and past experience. 
  
So what? Who cares? 
  
Can you see a parallel? Perhaps the present day church leading the captives (that is, those who are not 
Christians) out of the captivity of sin into the Promised Land of eternal life?  
  
Yes, Christ is commanding us to make disciples of all nations. But at the same time, it's not a daunting 
task. We can reach the lost one step at a time by first "going where the sinners (read the unsaved) are. 
That's not scary, is it.? A group or cause that has the same interests as you.  
  
After praying, joining the group, and praying s'more, you'll be AMAZED by the opportunities God will 
put in your way. I did say pray first, right? Right. Not only that, but you'll get to know some people who 
be rather interesting.  
  
C'mon. No excuses. Tell me, what's in your hand? 
 

 Here are some ideas: 
*A Facebook group in your interest. I subscribe to several, Los Osos Curb Alert, Music From the Heart, 
Crime Watch Group, others 
*Public Service Groups (so many)                                                                                          
Black Hill Gang     *Docent (in your area of expertise) 
Hospital Volunteer     *Meals on Wheel 
*Repair computers     *Google "Volunteer opportunities near me" 
*Coach, (even assistant coach) a youth sports *Book Club 
Or amateur Sports Team    *Golf 
 



*Praying together helps to 

grow our faith and  form and 

strengthen bonds amongst 

Christians. When we pray 

together, we confirm and 

grow our faith and that of 

others.  

* When we come to God 

together in prayer, we 

demonstrate our faith that 

God hears us. We also share 

mutually in our requests and 

in our praises.  

*Prayer meetings help foster 

an environment in which we 

can "Rejoice with those who 

rejoice, weep with those who 

weep" Romans 12:15.  

*When we are 

disconnected from other 

believers we endanger 

ourselves spiritually. 

When we are connected, 

we are strengthened.  

We know that prayer is a 

privilege made possible 

through Jesus Christ. 

There is no question that 

Christians are called to 

pray, both alone and 

together. Prayer 

meetings are one of the 

ways in which we can 

encourage and support 

one another in faith as 

we, in community, seek 

God through prayer 

(Ephesians 6:18).  

Why Prayer Meeting? Taken from compellingtruth.org 

So why study Revelation?  Do 

you mean other than the fact 

that it is part of the Bible - and 

God’s Word?   

David Campbell - of The 

Gospel coalition - provides 4 

reasons ... 

1. We should read 

Revelation because it 

gives a powerful 

perspective on the 

faithfulness to God, 

though costly now, brings 

an eternal reward beyond 

Community Group Bible Study 
Our Community Group Bible Study 

is continuing in the book of 

Revelation.   

Billy Graham held a special 

meeting with local ministers, and 

said this ...               "Whenever I 

have some extra time to spend at 

my home in Carolina I use it in the 

study of this book. The conviction 

grows stronger every day. The 

book of Revelation is of special 

importance to Christians now 

living. Go home and study it and 

preach it."  
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Here’s a Thought ... 

Healthy relationships require hard work, good 
habits, and time spent together.  

Why should we regard our relationship with 
Jesus any differently?   

In a world that glorifies busyness, it is 

so easy to fill our time with things that 

don’t matter.  Now, more than ever, we 

need God’s presence Every day.   

We need to fill our lives with Him and 

daily live in His Awesome presence. 

Spend time with                                 

your Creator and Father.    

Join us for Prayer Meeting on Monday nights            
at 7 pm 

On ZOOM 

compare. 

2. ...because it gives us confidence 

in the sovereignty of God 

3. ... Because it gives us a template 

for worship 

4. ... Because it provides a unique 

perspective on the purposes of 

God in human history 

Come and join us on Thursdays at 

6:30 pm (in the sanctuary and on 

ZOOM) to find out more! 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2012.15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%206.18


Vets Hall Ministry 

This month is our 

turn to serve! 

No, not in the 

building, yet, but 

we’re hopeful that 

day will be coming 

soon.  That is why 

Hallie is asking for 

volunteers. 

“They aren’t 

opening the building 

back up yet, but we 

don’t come back 

until July after this 

meal and I want 

everyone to be 

ready [for the 

possibility of] 

...needing 4-5 

volunteers minimum 

to serve dinner.  It’s 

been a while since 

we needed the 

volunteer staff but 

that is quickly going 

to return; and in my 

experience it is 

better to prepare people 

in advance -  before you 

ask for help.” 

In the meantime, we 

will continue to prep on 

the Sunday before and 

serve to-go style 

meals on the 2nd 

Monday every 

other month. 

This month, Hallie 

will be serving 

grilled roast beef 

with green beans 

and roasted 

potatoes. 

If you would like to 

be a part of Hallie’s 

volunteer staff; if 

you would like to 

help prep the meal 

on the Sunday 

before serving; if 

you have an idea 

for a meal that 

could serve up to 60 

or so people ... Contact Hallie 

Honn 

halliehonn@live.com 



Page 5 

Normalcy or normality, “the state of being normal,” 

(Webster) or “the condition of being normal; the state of 

being usual, typical, or expected”. (Dictionany.com)  

I remember over a year ago, someone saying they did 

not know if things would ever be “normal” again.                 

At the time, I just could not imagine things not being 

“normal” and, for that matter, I expected things would 

return to “normal” very soon.  

Well, after over a year, things are not back to “normal” or 

“the expected”. Not everyone feels comfortable with 

health standards nor feels free to go anywhere and do 

anything. In fact, by CDC guidelines, things are far from 

what was normal just a year ago. This is true in regards 

to social gatherings, church services, work schedules 

and locations, schools, businesses, sanitizing, mask 

mandates, temperatures taken, vaccines being 

administered, etc. But, the good news is this, there are 

some areas that are returning to some form of 

“normality”. Let me share one that has been so important 

to me.  

Our church has received four new members over the 

past few months. A young girl asked Jesus into her heart 

and was baptized, another lady came forward to receive 

Jesus in her heart and is planning to be baptized on 

Mother’s Day, and two others by statement of their faith 

and baptism in Christ. Since starting the invitation back 

at the end of the service, people are making decisions 

that impact their lives and the health of our church. 

People have been able to come forward for me to pray 

with them about health issues and their future plans.       

I think this is one part of our service I have missed the 

most, having people come forward and make              

life-changing decisions.  

Not all churches give an invitation at the end of their 

service. Not all churches receive people into church 

membership. Not all churches allow guests and 

members to come for prayer. To me, this is where the 

life of the church happens, and not just during Worship 

or Bible study.  

While I think Worship and Bible study are so important, 

giving people an avenue to receive Jesus is life 

changing. There are many people who do not always 

feel comfortable sharing their faith with family or friends or 

leading a person in a prayer of salvation. This is why the 

invitation is so important. I love getting to ask a person why 

they have come forward. To hear them say, “To ask Jesus 

into my heart.” shows me the power of God and the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Then, to have them stand at the front of 

the church and have our members come forward to extend 

the hand of fellowship with our new members has meant so 

much to those who just came forward.  

“And He was saying to them all, ‘If anyone wishes to come 

after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily 

and follow Me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose 

it, but whoever loses his life for My sake, he is the one who 

will save it. For what is a man profited if he gains the whole 

world, and loses or forfeits himself?  For whoever is 

ashamed of Me and My words, the Son of Man will be 

ashamed of him when He comes in His glory, and the glory 

of the Father and of the holy angels.’” (Luke 9:23-26 NASU)  

Jesus does not want salvation to be a private matter, but 
one we rejoice in and want the world to know about. Having 
people come forward shows they are serious about their 
faith in Jesus. Being in front of a crowd is scary for many, 
and to come forward, in front of the whole church, lets them 
express their love for Christ in a very public manner.  

Recently, I shared in a sermon how many are afraid of how 
their family will receive the news they trusted in Jesus as 
their Savior, and how Rahab had bargained for the        
well-being of her family with the spies she agreed to hide. 
She was more concerned for her family’s safety and      
well-being, than with her fear of the local authorities who 
came looking for the spies.  

Can you imagine an invitation that brought many family 
members and friends to Christ, because we, the church, 
were more concerned for their eternal salvation, than 
feeling someone might judge us for telling them “God loves 
you” ? 

 Share Jesus with others and invite them to church.  

I Love You,  

Pastor Bob  

Pastor Bob Tubbs - First Baptist Church of Los Osos 



Can you Answer these  Mother’s day Trivia questions? 

(answers are on page 8) 

1.  Carnations on Mother’s Day have a special meaning.  What do red and white carnations each symbolize? 

A. The same meaning as the red and white stripes on the flag 

B. Kisses and hugs 

C. Whether your mother is still living  

D. Motherhood 
 

2. Greeting Cards are the most popular gift on Mother’s Day.  Approximately, How many cards are sent each 

year? 

A. 40,000 

B. 40 million 

C. 150 million 

D. 1 billion 
 

3. In 1868, Ann Jarvis wanted to “foster friendship and community between the mothers on both sides of the 

war”.  She started a committee which “established the first glimmer of today’s holiday.”  What was that day 

called? 

A. Mother’s Day 

B. Mothers Against  War 

C. Mother’s Friendship Day 

D. Mother United in Love Day 
 

4. In 1914 the celebration of Mother’s Day (on the Second Sunday of May) was signed into law.  Who was the 

President that signed it? 

A. Teddy Roosevelt 

B. Woodrow Wilson 

C. Dwight Eisenhower 

D. Howard Taft 
 

5.  True or False ... A poet originally tried to start the holiday as an antiwar protest.   
 

6. Children in former Yugoslavia had a very  special way of celebrating Mother’s day.  What did they do? 

A. Wrote a promise list of 10 things they will try to do better from then on 

B. Tied her up and made her promise to give them treats  

C. Threw flowers at her 

D. Made her a crown of roses to wear all day. 
 

7. What local businesses usually get a big boost in clients on Mother’s Day?  

Hint: there are at least 4,  



Dick Sargent  May 23rd 

Terry Brown  May 24th 

 

Pastor Jeremy and Kristin Ventresca
 May 26th  

Hey Ladies!  We’re getting back     

together ...                                       

UPCOMING EVENTS  

 

Sunday, June 13, 

Chablis cruise on the 

bay from 12-1:30.  

Fees:  Cruise only $25 or  

 cruise with lunch $35  

(Lunch includes: a turkey sandwich, Caesar 

salad, and cup of chowder. ) 

Advance reservations are required so 

Please Let Kristin know by May 9th if you 

will be attending and if you want lunch 

included.  

We will leave immediately following church 

and carpool to the Embarcadero    

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Saturday, July 10th, Harmony Hike at 10 am 

(4.5 mile flat hike) followed by Linn’s 

restaurant at 1pm.  

“Headlands Trail is a 4.3 mile heavily trafficked 

out and back trail located near Cayucos, 

California that features a lake and is good for 

all skill levels. The trail is primarily used for 

walking and is accessible year-round.” 

 

More details to follow at a later date.  
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How to contact us: 

Phone Number:       805-772-2466 

Website:                   www.northmorro.church 

Email:                       northmorrochurch@gmail.com 

Facebook:                North Morro Church 

Address:                   330 Panay Street 

                        Morro Bay, CA 93442 

Newsletter:  Candii Sargent 

   cvedrin@gmail.com 

 

Office Hours: 

Office hours have been temporarily  suspended.   



Sundays Praise team Practice  9:00 am 

  Worship Services  10:30 am 

 

Mondays Prayer Meeting on ZOOM 7:00 pm 

 

Thursdays Community Group Bible Study  
  6:30 pm  On-site and on ZOOM 

Weekly events 

Vets Hall Meal Prep 2nd Sunday every-other-month 

   After church 

Vets Hall Serve 2nd Monday every-other-month 

   3:00 p.m. Morro Bay Vets Hall 
 

Newsletter  Articles are due on the 25th this month 
 

Tellers Count  1st and 3rd Sundays 

   After Church 

 

Communion  Last Sunday of each month 

   (not during Live service) 

Monthly Events 

Mother’s Day Trivia Answers: 
Taken from:  “20 Mother's Day Facts to Share With 
Your Mom” by  Leah Silverman, Town and Country 
Magazine, MAY 6, 2020  

 
1. D  There are some who believe that using a red 

carnation symbolizes that your Mother is still here.  
A white carnation symbolizes that she has passed 
away.(i.e. the Silverman article).  However, During 
her tireless efforts, Anna sent 500 white 
carnations to her local church for the mothers in 
attendance, and the tradition was 
born. Carnations have since come to signify purity, 
faith, love, beauty and charity; all traits thought to 
represent the virtues of motherhood. (Reader’s 
Digest) 

2. C.  “Every Mother's Day there are approximately 
152 million Mother's Day cards sent.”  

3. C.  “During and following the Civil War, Ann Jarvis 
made a concerted effort to foster friendship and 
community between the mothers on both sides of 
the war. She started a committee in 1868 which 
established the first glimmer of today's holiday: 
"Mother's Friendship Day."  

4. B.  “After Anna Jarvis created the Mother's Day 
International Association,  in order to streamline 
the intimate day of observance to the second 
Sunday in May, Woodrow Wilson legitimized the 
celebration as a nationwide holiday.” 

5. True.  “The writer of The Battle Hymn of the 
Republic, Julia Howe, tried to start a Mother's Day 
in 1872. It was an antiwar observance first held in 
1872. It continued in Boston but after 10 years it 
had lost its popularity.”  (softschool.com) 

6. B.  “In the former Yugoslavia, children would tie up 
their mother on Mother's Day. In order to be freed 
she had to pay them with treats.”  (softschools.com) 

7. You should be able to figure this one out on 

your own! 

 

So, put on your thinking caps  

and GET OUT THERE!! 

 

Mother’s Day is:  Sunday, May 9th 

If you have anything you would like to contribute to the  
Newsletter, please contact Candii Sargent  All contributions 

are due by the  25th/26th of each month. 

http://www.softschools.com/facts/holidays/mothers_day_facts/155/
http://www.softschools.com/facts/holidays/mothers_day_facts/155/
http://www.softschools.com/facts/holidays/mothers_day_facts/155/


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

MAY 2021 

9 am Praise 
Team Practice  

9 am Praise 
Team Practice  

9 am Praise 
Team Practice  

9 am Praise 
Team Practice  

Worship Service 

Worship Service 
10:30 am 

Worship Service 
10:30 am 

Worship Service 
10:30 am 

Communion 
after service 

Prayer 
Meeting 
7pm on 
ZOOM 

Prayer 
Meeting 
7pm on 
ZOOM 

Prayer 
Meeting 
7pm on 
ZOOM 

Prayer 
Meeting 
7pm on 
ZOOM 

9 am Praise 
Team Practice  

Worship Service 
10:30 am 

Vets Hall 
Serve 3pm 

Prayer 
Meeting  7pm 
on ZOOM 

     
Newsletter             

contributions 

DUE TODAY! 

Community 
Group  6:30 pm 
on-site and on 
ZOOM 

Community 
Group  6:30 pm 
on-site and on 
ZOOM 

Community 
Group  6:30 pm 
on-site and on 
ZOOM 

Community 
Group  6:30 pm 
on-site and on 
ZOOM 

Praise Team 
Practice 5 pm 

Praise Team 
Practice 5 pm 

Praise Team 
Practice 5 pm 

Praise Team 
Practice 5 pm 
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