
Focus

Scripture:  Mark 9:9-13

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  Isa. 29:13-16

So last week we talked about the transfiguration of Jesus.    
—We talked about how Jesus’ appearance changed to His 
glorious deity appearance.   
——We talked about how 3 of the disciples were there to 
witness these things.  
———We talked about how Moses represented the law and 
Elijah represented the prophets and they knew what Jesus 
would have to endure.  They came to encourage Jesus in 
His mission.  
————We talked about how Moses and Elijah showing up 
as representative of the law and prophets reveal that Jesus 
would fulfill both the law and the prophecies.  
—————Now we pick up right after God spoke, Moses 
and Elijah disappear, Jesus’ appearance returns to normal, 
and the 3 men are left there with Jesus alone.  

Passage Begins 

Mark 9:9–13 (NAS):  9 As they were coming down from 
the mountain, He gave them orders not to relate to 
anyone what they had seen, until the Son of Man rose 
from the dead.   10 They seized upon that statement, 
discussing with one another what rising from the dead 
meant.

So here they are heading down the mountain from this 
amazing experience trying to sort all of this out and Jesus 
tells them that they are not allowed to speak about this until 
Jesus rose from the dead.   
—This is the last time that Jesus will tell the disciples to keep 
it quite on who He is.   
——Daniel Akin writes, “Jesus is the coming Lord of glory 
who will inherit a universal and everlasting kingdom.”  
———Jesus will use this title, “Son of Man,” for Himself 
regularly from this moment on.  
————There is a reason for that too.  
—————READ: Daniel 7:13–14 (NAS):  13 “I kept looking 
in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds of heaven 
One like a Son of Man was coming, And He came up to the 
Ancient of Days And was presented before Him.  14 “And to 
Him was given dominion, Glory and a kingdom, That all the 
peoples, nations and men of every language Might serve 
Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion Which will not 
pass away; And His kingdom is one Which will not be 
destroyed.
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So the disciples still did not understand what was meant by 
Jesus telling them that He would die and that He would rise 
from the dead.    
—There is an interesting word used in the verse 10 it is 
“seized.”
——This word in the greek means seized, arrested, to take 
hold on to, control, or to keep.  
———This means that from this point on they are thinking 
about this.  It is not just a thought that entered their heads 
and left like a lot of what Jesus said to them.  
————They held onto this one this time.  It impacted them 
and was something they thought about.  
—————I think we should have the resurrection of Jesus 
be seized in our minds.  It should be something we focus on 
often.  Something that consumes our minds.  

Although the disciples thought about it they did not 
understand it.   
—They still were trying to wrap their minds around it based 
on the cultural context of their day.  
——There was not supposed to be a Messiah who died, 
their was not to be a spiritual kingdom but a physical 
kingdom, there was not supposed to be a specific 
resurrection but a general resurrection.  
———How often do the cultural context of our day get in the 
way of us seeing Jesus as we should?  
————We can not let the fleshly world shape how we see 
Jesus.  We can not let the world infiltrate our understand of 
God.  
—————READ:  Colossians 2:8 (NAS):  8 See to it that 
no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty 
deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the 
elementary principles of the world, rather than according to 
Christ.
——————READ: Philippians 4:8 (NAS):  8 Finally, 
brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever 
is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of 
good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy 
of praise, dwell on these things.
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11 They asked Him, saying, “Why is it that the scribes 
say that Elijah must come first?”
 12 And He said to them, “Elijah does first come and 
restore all things. And yet how is it written of the Son of 
Man that He will suffer many things and be treated with 
contempt?
 13 “But I say to you that Elijah has indeed come, and 
they did to him whatever they wished, just as it is written 
of him.”

The disciples thinking about the situation that just happened 
caused them to think about what the pharisees had said.   
—Malachi told of Elijah’s return.  So the entire Jewish 
community had waited for Elijah to reappear.  
——They knew that Elijah’s reappearance would bring the 
kingdom of God and the Messiah.   
———They thought that Elijah would lead the people into a 
spirit of repentance and would be the one who anointed the 
Messiah.  
————The disciples wondered why the religious leaders 
believed these things.  
—————But Jesus tells us that Elijah has already come.  
——————READ: Matthew 17:12–13 (NAS): 12 but I say 
to you that Elijah already came, and they did not recognize 
him, but did to him whatever they wished. So also the Son of 
Man is going to suffer at their hands.” 13 Then the disciples 
understood that He had spoken to them about John the 
Baptist.

John the Baptist was the type of Elijah that came and 
prepared the way for Jesus.   
—He was not reincarnate Elijah but as the angel said in 
Luke: READ: Luke 1:17 (NAS):  17 “It is he who will go as a 
forerunner before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to 
turn the hearts of the fathers back to the children, and the 
disobedient to the attitude of the righteous, so as to make 
ready a people prepared for the Lord.”
——John the Baptist mission was to call the people to 
repentance and to pave the way for the Messiah and fulfill 
the mission of Elijah.  
———John anointed Jesus the Messiah as he baptized 
Jesus in the River Jordan.  
————Jesus then tells the disciples that John was rejected 
and killed and He to will be rejected and killed.  
—————All of these things are in accordance with what 
the prophets prophesied about hundreds of years before.  
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The religious leaders of the day could not see the prophecies 
unfolding.   
—They could not comprehend the things that were being 
said by Jesus.  
——They were so focused on their understanding of what 
they thought the Messiah should be like, or what they 
thought the return of Elijah’s would look like that they missed 
the actual return of Elijah or the type of Elijah and the 
Messiah.  
———In my personal study I have been going through 
Isaiah and God has taught me many lesson from Isaiah but 
this one God really smacked me in the face with and I 
wondered when He would have me share it.  Well, today is 
the day.  

In Isaiah 29, Isaiah is telling those in Jerusalem and Judah 
that they better clean it up or painful judgment is coming their 
way.   
—Well in Isaiah 29:13-14 we are told part of the problem 
with these people.  
——READ: Isaiah 29:13–14 (NAS):  13 Then the Lord said,
“Because this people draw near with their words And honor 
Me with their lip service, But they remove their hearts far 
from Me, And their reverence for Me consists of tradition 
learned by rote, 14 Therefore behold, I will once again deal 
marvelously with this people, wondrously marvelous; And the 
wisdom of their wise men will perish, And the discernment of 
their discerning men will be concealed.”
———When I read this I thought of the religious leaders of 
Jesus day.  
————These men pay lip service to God but their hearts 
are far from Him.  
—————The religious leaders reverence for God is based 
on human traditions.  
——————It seems that the wisdom they once had has 
faded and the discernment is just not there.  All signs point 
them to Jesus being the Messiah but they can’t get around 
their own understanding of what they thought the Messiah 
should be like.  
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I say all of this because it become so easy for us to fall into 
the trap of the religious leaders.   
—See God exposes the coldness of their hearts towards 
Him.  
——They are just going through the motions as Andrew 
Davis writes, “They are going through the motions of all their 
religious machinery.”   
———Religion has become a performance with themselves 
as the center of attention.  
————They go through the motions not expecting to 
encounter God and their religion has a sense of the world 
about it.  
—————Hosea called Israel to come back to God in true 
religion not just giving lip service to God but fruit from there 
lips.  
——————READ: Hosea 14:1–2 (NAS):  1 Return, O 
Israel, to the Lord your God, For you have stumbled because 
of your iniquity.  2 Take words with you and return to the 
Lord.  Say to Him, “Take away all iniquity And receive us 
graciously, That we may present the fruit of our lips.

 This is not a bad call for us as well.  
—To often the world can cause to see things though it’s lens 
or the flesh will cause us to desire the things of the world.  
——We can so easy be just like Israel and just like the 
religious leaders of Jesus day.  
———We can give a lot of lip service to God but not a lot of 
actual service.  
————Why?  Why are the religious leaders like this and 
why do we fall into this?  
—————1. Their and our minds are not applied to the 
service of God.  
——————It become so easy to busy our lives but also 
our minds.   
———————READ: Isaiah 26:3 (NAS):  3 “The steadfast 
of mind You will keep in perfect peace, Because he trusts in 
You.
———————READ: 1 Peter 1:13 (NAS):  13 Therefore, 
prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your 
hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ.
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—————2. They and we don’t make the word of God the 
rule of our hearts.   
——————The word of God has to be absolutely present 
in our lives on a daily basis.  
———————We should not be able to do life everyday 
without it.  
————————If the word of God is not the rule of our 
heart something else is.  The world creeps in and something 
else become more important to us than God.  
————————READ: Matthew 4:4 (NAS):  4 But He 
answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live on bread 
alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of 
God.’ ”
————————READ: 2 Timothy 3:16–17 (NAS):  16 All 
Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness;
 17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for 
every good work.
————————READ: Jeremiah 23:29 (NAS):  29 “Is not 
My word like fire?” declares the Lord, “and like a hammer 
which shatters a rock?

I would like to close today by reading you an insight from my 
communion time with God.   
—“Well, I haven’t written in a while.  It has been long couple 
of weeks that I have studied a ton for but not study for 
myself.  It has taken it’s toll on me.  I need my communion 
time with God in order to make it.  Anger has been growing, 
temptation is becoming unbearable, and sin is constantly 
lurking.  It is more present to me now than any other time 
that I am dependent on God.  I can’t miss these times of 
communion with God.  What a turd I feel like when I try to do 
it on my own.  There are so many distractions and reason to 
not do what I need to do.  But God is the true relief that I 
need.  But I have to seek Him.”    

 
—
—
—
—
—
—
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