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Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  Rom. 6:12-18

Last week we talked about pride.   
—We talked about how often time we don’t want to know the 
answers to the questions we have so we don’t ask. 
—We talked about God having a plan that He is working 
perfectly throughout all redemptive history. 
—Most importantly we talked about how it is not about us, it 
is about Jesus.  
—Jesus is the standard and the goal that we should be 
pressing on towards.  

Passage Begins 

Mark 9:38–50 (NAS):  38 John said to Him, “Teacher, we 
saw someone casting out demons in Your name, and we 
tried to prevent him because he was not following us.”
 39 But Jesus said, “Do not hinder him, for there is no 
one who will perform a miracle in My name, and be able 
soon afterward to speak evil of Me.
 40 “For he who is not against us is for us.
 41 “For whoever gives you a cup of water to 
drink because of your name as followers of Christ, truly I 
say to you, he will not lose his reward.

So here we have John recounting a story to Jesus.  
—This guys was not part of their group he was however 
casting out demons in Jesus name.  
——So what did the disciples do?  They tried to stop him.  
———He was casting out demons but he was not a member 
of the 12 disciples but Satan would not cast out Satan.  —
—READ: Matthew 12:26 (NAS):  26 “If Satan casts out 
Satan, he is divided against himself; how then will his 
kingdom stand?
————So this man had to be a follower of Jesus in some 
form. 
—————If John was waiting for a pat on the back he did 
not get it.  
——————Jesus told him, “Don’t stop him!”

Ooops!!!!  Got that one wrong.   
—What Jesus actually says is: stop doing what you are 
doing.  
——Jesus tells us that anyone doing what this guy is doing 
in My name does so by the power of God.  
———It shows evidence of Jesus in his life.  
————READ: 1 Corinthians 12:3 (NAS):  3 Therefore I 
make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God 
says, “Jesus is accursed”; and no one can say, “Jesus is 
Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.
—————Daniel Akin writes, “No, do not try to hinder him.  
Help him.  Don’t try to restrain him. Rejoice in and with him.”  
——————As verse 40 tells us that he is for them.  

Scripture:

1

 



But what is really going on here.   
—It seems like there is a click being to form.  This guy 
casting out demon was not part of the club.  
——There is a bit of exclusivism starting to show up here.  
———Jesus words help the disciples to see and us to see 
that we are not to be exclusive but inclusive.  
————We can not as Sproul says, “build wall between 
believers.”  
—————We have to build unity with all believers.  
——————The word used in verse 41 is: “whoever” which 
is all-inclusive.  

There are believers out there that will to be around other 
believes if they have different non-essential theological 
ideas.   
—If their understanding of baptism differs, they are freewill or 
predestination, or so many other theological ideas.   
——But there are those believers that will not be around 
those that are in a different financial state or standing, 
education level, social circle, or sin issue.    
———This is sinful for us to do and foolish.  We are a part of 
a family, one family, and one kingdom.  
————We are in this fight together and we need all the 
help we can get.  We need each other.  
—————We have got to have unity among the brothers 
and sisters in our homes, in our churches that we attend, in 
our communities, and in our nation.  

We need to be a people who sees past the worldly things 
and see what Jesus see.   
—We need to be people who serve as verse 41 tells us.  
——Akin writes, “Service to other frees us.  It gets our eyes 
off of us and onto others who need the same Christ we 
need.”  
———READ: Galatians 5:13 (NAS): 13 For you were called 
to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an 
opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.
————We should be celebrating those on God’s side and 
rejoicing in their successes and their differences from us.  
—————If every believer was the way you are, thought the 
way you do, worshipped the way that you do, did ministry the 
way you do, and served they way you do; we would not 
reach near as many people as if we embrace unity in 
diversity.  
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We have to be careful though not to embrace false teaching 
and people that don’t hold to the essential theological ideas. 
—There are those out there preaching a false gospel.  
——READ: Galatians 1:8 (NAS):  8 But even if we, or an 
angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary 
to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed!
——READ: 1 John 4:1 (NAS):  1 Beloved, do not believe 
every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from 
God, because many false prophets have gone out into the 
world.
——READ: 2 Peter 2:1 (NAS):  1 But false prophets also 
arose among the people, just as there will also be false 
teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive 
heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, 
bringing swift destruction upon themselves.
———We have to distance ourselves from false teaching of 
when we find it.  

What does that mean?  It means just like the disciples 
needed and we need now is discernment.   
—What is discernment? It means to be able to understand, 
to precise what is going on or being said, to understand the 
real nature of something.  
——How do we have discernment?  
———Know what you believe!!!  The best way to know what 
is right and wrong is to know what the Bible says.  
————READ: Philippians 1:9–11 (NAS):  9 And this I 
pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real 
knowledge and all discernment, 10 so that you may approve 
the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and 
blameless until the day of Christ; 11 having been filled with 
the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, 
to the glory and praise of God.
—————Paul prays for discernment for the Philippian 
church and knowledge.  
——————Paul wants them to know the things that are 
excellent.  
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 42 “Whoever causes one of these little ones who 
believe to stumble, it would be better for him if, with a 
heavy millstone hung around his neck, he had been cast 
into the sea.

When Jesus speaks of little one, He is referring to Christ 
followers.    
—Jesus warns that we are to not cause one another to 
stumble.  
——Akin writes, “If we do not rid ourselves of the sin that 
took both Satan and Adam down, we will be a stumbling 
block to other, and God will hold us accountable.”  
———A millstone was so big and heavy that they had to turn 
them with animals.  Humans were not able to do it except 
Samson.  
————This warning once again calls attention to the way 
that we will. 
—————Our actions having meaning and have 
consequences.  
——————We are representatives for Christ and we 
should not make other believers stumble in their faith. 

Jesus is pointing to the pride that disciples had been dealing 
with and that we deal with.   
—John displays that pride here a bit and God is against the 
proud.  
—Rosaria Butterfield writes this about pride, “Pride puffs one 
up with false sense of independence.  Proud people always 
feel that they can live independently from God and from 
other people.  Proud people feel entitled to do what they 
want to.”
——She continues and says, “Living according to God’s 
standards is an acquired taste.  We develop a taste for godly 
living only by intentionally putting into place practices that 
equip us to live below our means.  We develop a taste for 
God’s standards only by disciplining our minds, hands, 
money, and time.”  
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 43 “If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is 
better for you to enter life crippled, than, having your 
two hands, to go into hell, into the unquenchable fire,
 44 [where their worm does not die, and the fire is not 
quenched.]
 45 “If your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is 
better for you to enter life lame, than, having your two 
feet, to be cast into hell,
 46 [where their worm does not die, and the fire is not 
quenched.]
 47 “If your eye causes you to stumble, throw it out; it is 
better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye, 
than, having two eyes, to be cast into hell,
 48 where their worm does not die, and the fire is not 
quenched.
 49 “For everyone will be salted with fire.
 50 “Salt is good; but if the salt becomes unsalty, with 
what will you make it salty again? Have salt in 
yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”

We see here that faith is not easy and it is going to be 
battle. 
—Often times this battle will happen within yourself to do the 
right thing.  
——Jesus gives us a exaggerated statement to prove His 
point.  
———By no means was Jesus telling anyone to actually cut 
off their hand, foot, or eye.  The Bible is clear about not doing 
that too.  
————What Jesus was doing was helping understand that 
we should let nothing prevent us from getting in the way of 
our relationship with Him.  
—————Sam Storms said, “Very little, if any, sin comes 
out of your heart that didn’t first enter through your 
eyes....Our external members are but the instruments we 
employ to gratify lust that emerges from within.  What our 
Lord was advocating, therefore, was not a literal physical 
self-maiming, but a ruthless moral self-denial.  Not mutilation 
but mortification is the path of holiness he taught.”  
——————READ: Romans 6:12–14 (NAS):  12 Therefore 
do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its 
lusts, 13 and do not go on presenting the members of your 
body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present 
yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your 
members as instruments of righteousness to God.  14 For 
sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law 
but under grace.

So we need to understand that in the Jewish culture the 
body was of gift from God and was precious.   
—Jesus was hitting home the same point that Butterfield 
made that if you love something you have to discipline it.  
——The things we think are most precious are nothing 
compared to what we will one day have if we are in a right 
relationship with God.  
———The worst thing that could ever happen to a person is 
to have to go to hell.  
————Hell being a place of eternal punishment where the 
Bible is clear that there is weeping and gnashing of teeth.  
—————And it continues for all eternity.  That is the price 
humanity had to pay for not submitting to the God of the 
universe.  
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A lot of preachers are scared to talk about hell or don’t like to 
talk about the negativity of hell.  
—Well not this preacher.  
——Jesus talked about hell more than anyone else in the 
Bible.  Jesus talked more about hell than He did about 
heaven.  
———Jesus tells us here that it is better to lose everything in 
this life to gain everything in the eternal life.  
————There is no escaping the judgement of God.  
—————God is patient but that patience runs out and 
judgement falls on all who are without Christ.

Jesus tells us here that hell is the place, “where the worm 
does not die and the fire is not quenched.”  
—READ: Matthew 25:46 (NAS):  46 “These will go away 
into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
——R. C. Sproul wrote, “The person who is enduring thhe 
worst suffering in the world right now still enjoys a large 
measure of grace from the hand of God.  By contrast, the 
person in hell is totally removed from the mercy of God.”  
———So when Jesus talks about the worm not dying He is 
pointing out that the death was not only for a time but an 
eternal death that will never end.  
————The fire is unquenchable meaning that it will 
constantly and continually burn because the inhabitance will 
never end and the torment never ends.     
—————Jesus make sure that the disciples and we know 
that hell is an terrible place.  

So, we need to have a relationship with Christ, build that 
relationship with Christ, and denny our old selves.   
—Akin writes, “For unbelievers it will be the perpetual fires of 
final judgement in hell.  For the disciples it will be the 
preserving and refining fires of trials and suffering that mark 
the road to true greatness.”  
——God lets us choose our fires.  
———Be refined and remade by the God of the universe.  
————Love your brothers and sister in Christ and be for 
them not against them.  
—————We need to support one another in this battle that 
we are all in.  
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