
What Is Greatness?

Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  Matt. 25:31-40

Last week we talked about last week that our actions matter 
and that we represent Christ as we are out in the world.   
—We also talked about in our failure we need to learn and 
lead others.  
——We need to learn from our mistakes but also lead 
people to Christ in our failures.  
———We talked about that if we are separate from Jesus 
we are in trouble.  We need to maintain our connection to 
Christ.  
————We talked about having imperfect faith and that w 
need to go to Christ to have our faith increased.  
—————We can not rely on a “spiritual reserve.” 

Passage Begins 

Mark 9:30–37 (NAS):  30 From there they went out and 
began to go through Galilee, and He did not want 
anyone to know about it.
 31 For He was teaching His disciples and telling them, 
“The Son of Man is to be delivered into the hands of 
men, and they will kill Him; and when He has been killed, 
He will rise three days later.”
 32 But they did not understand this statement, and they 
were afraid to ask Him.

Jesus was trying to avoid the crowd because He had an 
important message for the disciples to hear and they had not 
quite heard it yet.    
—He presents once again to them that He was going to be 
killed and rise again.  
——He has said this before and guess what?  He will say it 
again.  
———Jesus is trying to get the disciples to understand what 
He is saying but He is also trying to prepare them for the 
things that are coming.  
————The disciples can not wrap their mind around the 
idea that Daniel Akin writes, “The way to the crown is by way 
of the cross.  Salvation is ours by His suffering.”  
—————In some way I think that they did not want to 
understand what Jesus was talking about.  
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I think this because the final piece of verse 32 says that they 
were afraid to ask Him.   
—Jesus does not seem like the unapproachable kind of guy.   
——So why were they afraid to ask Him?  
———Maybe they didn’t want to look stupid?  Well with the 
things they have said before I don’t think that is the case.  
————I think they were afraid to ask because they were 
afraid of the answer.  
—————This can happen to us as well. We know that the 
Bible speaks to every area of our lives yet sometimes we 
don’t want to hear what it has to say about every area of our 
lives.  
——————We are afraid that we are going to have to 
change our lives and live a way that is different from how we 
have always done it.  

We can not close our ears to the things of God even if the 
answers frighten us.   
—We cannot be afraid to have our worldview drastically 
altered by the word of God.  
——We cannot be scared to adjust our theology if the word 
of God proves otherwise.  
———READ: John 8:47 (NAS): 47 “He who is of God hears 
the words of God; for this reason you do not hear them, 
because you are not of God.”
———READ: Luke 11:28 (NAS):  28 But He said, “On the 
contrary, blessed are those who hear the word of God and 
observe it.”
———READ: Psalm 32:8–9 (NAS):  8 I will instruct you and 
teach you in the way which you should go;  I will counsel you 
with My eye upon you.  9 Do not be as the horse or as the 
mule which have no understanding, Whose trappings include 
bit and bridle to hold them in check, Otherwise they will not 
come near to you.
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There is a word in there that I think we should pay attention 
to and that is: delivered.  Who is delivering Jesus to be 
killed?   
—When researching this word it can also mean: to hand 
over, to turn over, to betray, to give over.  
——The Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament 
defines this word like this: To deliver a person into the control 
of someone else, involving either the handing over of a 
presumably guilty person for punishment by authorities or 
the handing over of an individual to an enemy who will 
presumably take undue advantage of the victim.  
———Why do I spend so much time defining this for us?  
————The only one that can deliver, hand over Jesus, turn 
over, or give Him over is the Father.  
—————Yes Judas betrayed Him but God was working so 
that Jesus would be able to fulfill the purpose He had come 
for.  
——————Jesus was being sent by God the Father to 
fulfill His office as savior of the world.  
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But this is what was expected from Genesis 3.   
—READ: Genesis 3:14–15 (NAS):  14 The Lord God said to 
the serpent, “Because you have done this, Cursed are you 
more than all cattle, And more than every beast of the field; 
On your belly you will go, And dust you will eat All the days of 
your life;  15 And I will put enmity Between you and the 
woman, And between your seed and her seed; He shall 
bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the 
heel.”
——From that point throughout all redemptive history God is 
telling of the Messiah that will come and will have to endure 
and suffer and die.  
———R. C. Sproul wrote, “It was not an act of betrayal (By 
God the Father), because from all eternity it had been 
agreed among the members of the Trinity that the Father 
would send the Son into the world to bring about His plan of 
salvation for His people.  At this point, Jesus had to be 
delivered into the hands of evil men.”  
————In order for Jesus to be the savior of the world He 
had to suffer.  
—————In order for you to present Jesus the savior to the 
world you will suffer.  Are you willing to suffer for the kingdom 
of God?  Are you willing to give your whole life for the 
kingdom of God?  
——————READ: Romans 12:1 (NAS):  1 Therefore I 
urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, 
which is your spiritual service of worship.

 33 They came to Capernaum; and when He was in the 
house, He began to question them, “What were you 
discussing on the way?”
 34 But they kept silent, for on the way they had 
discussed with one another which of them was the 
greatest.

To this point I think we have seen over and over again that 
Jesus is telling the disciples and us that is not about us.   
—It is about Him and it is about serving others as He does.  
——Jesus calls us to die to ourselves (Mark 8:35) and to 
lose our live for Christ (Mark 8:35).   
———And yet.......they still want to be greatest not servants 
of all.  
————Serving others gratefully out of the overflow of their 
hearts is still not even close to being on the table for them.     
—————The gospel has not set in in their lives.  
——————David Brainerd was a missionary to the Native 
Americans said, “It is sweet to be nothing and less than 
nothing that Christ may be all in all.”  
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Now, some of us identify more with the disciples in this 
moment than we do with Brainerd.   
—Let’s take the pride test that Daniel Akin came up with.  
——Don’t answer out loud but please honest with yourself.  
———1. Are you upset if you are not praised for your work? 
———2. Do you like and even long to sit at the head of the 
table in the seat of honor? 
———3. Do you seek credit for what other have done? 
———4. Do honorary titles pump you up?  
———5. Is popularity crucial to my sense of self-worth? 
———6. Are you a name dropper of those I know (or pretend 
to know)?
———7. Do I think I have something valuable to say about 
almost everything? 
————Well, how did you do?  Pride is the one of the 
biggest stumbling blocks in our culture today.  Akin adds, 
“with a heart of pride come a desire for position.”
—————READ: Proverbs 11:2 (NAS):  2 When pride 
comes, then comes dishonor, But with the humble is wisdom.
—————READ: James 4:6 (NAS): 6 But He gives a 
greater grace. Therefore it says, “God is opposed to the 
proud, but gives grace to the humble.”

The disciples didn’t answer Jesus because they were 
embarrassed and fulled with shame because they know just 
like we know that this life is not about us.   
—R. C. Sproul wrote, “It seems that great is not good 
enough for us; we want to determine who is the best of the 
best.  Sometimes, however, the discussion become more 
personal.  This happens when we put ourselves into the 
debate and begin to evaluate our own merits against those 
of others.”  
——We should evaluate our “merits,” accomplishments, 
progress, standards, and greatness to the standard of Jesus 
and no other standard.  
———Jesus love, humility, service, sacrifice, life should be 
what we are trying to measure up to and nothing else.  

Scripture:

5



35 Sitting down, He called the twelve and *said to them, 
“If anyone wants to be first, he shall be last of all and 
servant of all.”
 36 Taking a child, He set him before them, and taking 
him in His arms, He said to them,
 37 “Whoever receives one child like this in My name 
receives Me; and whoever receives Me does not receive 
Me, but Him who sent Me.”

Jesus then sits down assuming the position of formal 
teacher.   
—The disciples came and sat at his feet and Jesus redefines 
greatness for them.  
——He re-classifies what it means to be first.  
———He wants them to be great in the right things, the 
godly things not the worldly things.  
————The world drive to be significant is not what Jesus 
promotes here but Jesus says that worldly/earthly 
significance is not how to be first but godly significance is 
what is important.  
—————Real joy does not come when we are served as 
someone of significance but when we you serve not because 
you have to but become you get to.  
——————Jesus himself take the position of a foot washer 
for His disciples.  

The  world tells you have have glory and greatness with out 
serving, suffering, or humiliation.   
—Jesus was living a different narrative.  
——Jesus then give them an illustration of what He means.   
———In their world children were not seen like we see them 
today.  
————They were considered the last the least.  Children’s 
value did not increase until they reached an age when it was 
likely they would survive. 
—————Jesus take a child who had no value; He chose 
the person of no significance and dignity and said the way 
you treat them will reveal your heart to not only Jesus but 
God the Father.  
——————READ: Matthew 25:40 (NAS): 40 “The King 
will answer and say to them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent 
that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the 
least of them, you did it to Me.’

Akin sums it up like this:  Jesus points the way to true 
greatness: Die to self, serve others, care for those no one 
else cares for.  Receive them in Jesus’ name, and you 
receive Jesus—and His Father too!”   
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