
Faith Fight

Scripture: Mark 9:14-29

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  Ps. 104:27-34

So last week we covered 4 verse and we talked about the 
importance of see the bible as God has called us to see it.   
—We talked about how easy it is to fall into a religious leader 
pattern as opposed to a Jesus pattern.  
——We talked about how when we are off in our walk with 
Jesus it is because our minds are not applied to the service 
of God.
——And that the word of God isn’t the rule of our hearts.  
———Lip service is not enough it has to be more than empty 
words but fruitful words.  

Passage Begins 

Mark 9:14–25 (NAS):  14 When they came back to the 
disciples, they saw a large crowd around them, and 
some scribes arguing with them.
 15 Immediately, when the entire crowd saw Him, they 
were amazed and began running up to greet Him.
 16 And He asked them, “What are you discussing with 
them?”
 17 And one of the crowd answered Him, “Teacher, I 
brought You my son, possessed with a spirit which 
makes him mute;
 18 and whenever it seizes him, it slams him to the 
ground and he foams at the mouth, and grinds his teeth 
and stiffens out. I told Your disciples to cast it out, and 
they could not do it.”

So here they come, done from this mountain top experience 
and an amazing experience and Jesus is met with the 
religious leaders trying to discount Jesus’ disciples.  
—If a person can not make a dent in you and your faith they 
will seek someone close to you to attack.  
——They could not make a dent in Jesus and Jesus always 
responded well so when the religious leaders saw an 
opportunity to attack the disciples they took it.  
———Daniel Akin writes, “No doubt the scribes were 
mocking the disciples over their failure to heal the boy.  They 
probably used the lack of success as an opportunity to 
question Jesus’ authority.  After all, ‘the messenger fo a man 
is as the man himself.  Thus their failure reflected badly not 
only on them but also on Jesus!”
————We can learn a very important lesson here.  
—————Our actions—sins, holiness, successes, and 
failures reflect on more than just us.   
——————Yes, they reflect on us but if you are professing 
Christian your actions have the potential to hurt or approve 
the gospel, mis-represent or appropriately represent Christ—
this is why it does matter what we do.    
———————READ: Acts 20:24 (NAS):  24 “But I do not 
consider my life of any account as dear to myself, so that I 
may finish my course and the ministry which I received from 
the Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of the gospel of the grace 
of God.
———————READ: Colossians 3:17 (NAS):  17 
Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.
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1 Cor. 5:20 tells us that we are Christ ambassadors and we 
can properly represent Jesus or misrepresent Him.   
—But more than that people will criticize us for our failings as  
we will have failures.  
——We will never represent Christ right because we are not 
Christ.  
———When we fail and fall we need Jesus more than ever 
as we should point those critics, those that saw us fail, and 
others to Christ.    
————Their is a lot of learning and leading in our failures 
to represent Christ well.  
—————Learning because we need to learn to be better 
and embrace being a new creation better.  
——————We have to learn from our mistakes because 
that is what repentance is.  It is not doing the same mistakes 
over and over again but turning from those mistakes and 
trying not to make them again.  

—————There is a lot of leading in our failings because 
we should lead people to Christ in our failures.   
——————When I was a youth pastor I use to tell my 
youth something and I will tell you this as well:  I will let you 
down.  I will not live up to your idea of what pastor should be.  
I will not do something that you think that I should.  
———————It is important you know that because I am 
not Christ.  I will not live the perfect life and I will not 
understand your needs perfectly.  Only Jesus will do that.  
————————But that doesn’t mean that I am not trying 
not to let you down, or live up to the bible idea of pastor, or to 
be a great pastor.  
—————————The same can be said of all of our walks 
with Christ is that we need to press on and in our failing we 
need to learn and lead.  
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19 And He *answered them and *said, “O unbelieving 
generation, how long shall I be with you? How long shall 
I put up with you? Bring him to Me!”

Jesus is tough here.  He is not soft on the disciples here.   
—This is a rebuke of the disciples.  
——We can really get a sense of the pressure and 
frustration of Jesus.  
———Jesus doesn’t rebuke them for their lack of power but 
their unbelief and lack of faith.  
————Jesus take 3 of the disciples to the mountain to see 
this amazing interaction between Him, Moses, Elijah, and 
God and the only thing any of them can say is: “should build 
huts for you to live on the mountain.”—Obviously they didn’t 
get it.  
————Then He comes down the mountain and is met with 
the disciples lack of faith.  
—————R. C. Sproul wrote, “They had been with Him for 
some time and had seen scores of miraculous works, but 
still, in Jesus judgment, they lacked faith.  Humanly 
speaking, it weighed on Jesus that His own pupils were so 
slow, not to mention the multitudes who had observed His 
ministry and still walked around without faith.”   
——————READ:  Hebrews 11:6 (NAS): 6 And without 
faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God 
must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those 
who seek Him.

I want to mention something before we move on that I think 
is pretty important.   
—When the disciples are separate from Jesus they get into 
trouble.  
——Guess what?  When we are separated from Jesus we 
get into trouble.  
———When our relationship with Christ is suffering, non-
existent, or we don’t have one we are in trouble.   
————Daniel Akin writes, “We never advance beyond our 
need for Jesus!”  
—————Our faith does not have to be perfect but as Akin 
points out, “The key is not the depth of our faith but the 
direction of our faith.  What is important is not the potency o 
our faith but the Person our faith is in.”  
—
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 20 They brought the boy to Him. When he saw Him, 
immediately the spirit threw him into a convulsion, and 
falling to the ground, he began rolling around and 
foaming at the mouth.
 21 And He asked his father, “How long has this been 
happening to him?” And he said, “From childhood.
 22 “It has often thrown him both into the fire and into 
the water to destroy him. But if You can do anything, 
take pity on us and help us!”

This dad has endured watching his son suffer through this 
for sometime.   
—The evil spirit being brought near to Jesus seemed, to say 
the least, upset the evil spirit.  
——Once again we see that the “evil spirit” was trying to 
destroy the boy.  It was trying to kill the boy much like the 
man that we met with the demon legion in him.  
———The dad had enough faith to ask Jesus if He can do 
anything.  
————But as Akin points out, “Though the man’s faith is 
weak and small, he is at least looking in the right discretion 
and asking the right Person for help.”  

 23 And Jesus said to him, “ ‘If You can?’ All things are 
possible to him who believes.”
 24 Immediately the boy’s father cried out and said, “I do 
believe; help my unbelief.”

Jesus responds to the is man with this amazing statement.   
—Really Jesus points to the the really problem of things not 
being possible and that is the human unbelief.  
——The divine ability is not the problem but the the failure to 
have faith and trust God is the problem.  
———We don’t embrace our dependency on God.
————READ: Psalm 34:8 (NAS):  8 O taste and see that 
the Lord is good; How blessed is the man who takes 
refuge in Him!
—————This is what this Jesus calls us to do is to take 
refuge in Him, to trust Him, and have faith in Him.  
——————But can we increase our faith just by shear will 
power?  
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NO!  READ:  Romans 10:17 (NAS):  17 So faith comes from 
hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.
—Faith isn’t something that we can create in ourselves by a 
decision.  
——Faith comes from God by the word of God.  
———Lucky this father was in the presence of Jesus.   
————READ: Hebrews 12:2 (NAS):  2 fixing our eyes on 
Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set 
before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has 
sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
—————Faith comes from Jesus and is perfected in 
Jesus.  If we want to have faith we need to have Jesus.  If 
we want to have more faith we need more and more of 
Jesus.  
——————There is not secret recipe for faith it is easy.  
Faith is all about Jesus.   
———————It is knowing Him more and more. 
————————It is being dependent on Him and talking to 
Him.  Falling down on your face in front of Him asking for 
Him to help with your unbelief.  

 R. C. Sproul wrote, “Jesus called him(the father) to trust 
Him.  He had every reason to believe that Jesus had the 
power to do something for his son, but he was not 
completely sure that he believed enough.”  
—So the father cries out, “I believe; help my unbelief.” 
——This father was saying, “I have faith but it is weak or 
incomplete.  Help me with my faith!”  
———What a bold and truthful statement that this father 
makes.  
————He was really and transparent not trying to do it 
under his own strength but laying it all at Jesus feet totally 
dependent on Christ.  
—————This is who Christ call us to be.  But not just for a 
child that has an evil spirit but in every aspect of our lives.  
——————READ: Psalm 104:27–28 (NAS):  27 They all 
wait for You To give them their food in due season. 28 You 
give to them, they gather it up; You open Your hand, they are 
satisfied with good.
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 25 When Jesus saw that a crowd was rapidly gathering, 
He rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You deaf 
and mute spirit, I command you, come out of him and do 
not enter him again.”  26 After crying out and throwing 
him into terrible convulsions, it came out; and the boy 
became so much like a corpse that most of them said, 
“He is dead!”
 27 But Jesus took him by the hand and raised him; and 
he got up.
 28 When He came into the house, His disciples began 
questioning Him privately, “Why could we not drive it 
out?”
 29 And He said to them, “This kind cannot come out by 
anything but prayer.”

Jesus didn’t want an entire crowd of people to see what He 
was going to do so He didn’t wait.   
—He commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the boy.  
And it did!  
——Jesus took him by the hand which literally reads, “Jesus 
raised him, and was resurrected.”  
———Akin writes this, “Satanic powers bring death, but 
divine power brings resurrection life.”  
————Sproul wrote, “It is reasonable and rational to trust 
God always.  Nothing is more irrational than not to trust God, 
because God is perfectly trustworthy.  He has never broken 
a promise and He never will.”  

Lastly, the disciples asked why they could not “drive out” the 
evil spirit.   
—First, they ask the question from a place of pride.  “Why 
couldn’t we drive out the demon?”  
——There is a sense of self-reliance there; believing their 
past experiences, resources, and abilities had what it took to 
do what was needed.   
—Second, we can not rely on the “spiritual reserve” of faith 
to fight.  
——We have to continue to fuel the faith not relying on 
reserve by prayer.  
———Akin writes, “Faith bridges the gap between divine 
omnipotence and human weakness, and that faith is 
experienced and exercised through prayer.”

READ: 1 Thessalonians 5:16–18 (NAS):  16 Rejoice 
always; 17 pray without ceasing; 18 in everything give 
thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.   
—The power of prayer is not going to be experienced if we 
do not pray.  
——This seems to be one of the hardest spiritual disciplines 
there is and yet Jesus tell us that is helps build faith.  
———Praying people are people that are asking for help.  
None praying people are people that take on life in their own 
strength, pride, and self-sufficiency.  
————The humble pray.  
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