
Jesus’ Exodus

Scripture:  Mark 9:1-8

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  Deut. 18:15-20

Last week we talked about dying to ourselves and taking up 
our cross and following Jesus.  
—We will have to denny ourselves if we are going to live the 
Christian life well.  
——Jesus will have to be our treasure and nothing else. 
—Taking up our cross means that we are ready to suffer for 
the sake of the gospel.  
——It is not normal and it is counter culture but it is what 
Jesus tells us we should do.
—We have to follow Jesus—mean—obey and believe in 
Him. 
—We talked about how this message is everywhere in the 
bible so it is such an important message that we need to get.  
If you think you have gotten it already you probably don’t.  

Passage Begins 

Mark 9:1–8 (NAS):  1 And Jesus was saying to them, 
“Truly I say to you, there are some of those who are 
standing here who will not taste death until they see the 
kingdom of God after it has come with power.”

This verse is an interesting one.   
—As it has been used by non-christians to attempt to prove 
that Jesus was wrong.  
——It is also talked about between believers as to what the 
true meaning is.  
———So we are going to look at a couple different 
possibilities and you can decide which you like best.  
————What we must know and accept is that Jesus was 
not in error.   

So what could Jesus be talking about here?  
—At this point Jesus is still talking to the crowd he was 
addressing in the end of chapter 8.  
——He was saying that even though the disciples of Christ 
will be called to denny themselves and follow Jesus, and 
some might suffer and die, that some standing there would 
see the kingdom of God come to power before their death.  
———So how will these people see the kingdom of God 
come in power?  When will they know?  
————There are those that would speculate this is Jesus 
telling of His second coming.  
—————This is a wrong assessment because none of 
those disciples are still alive today.  
————Others believe that Jesus is talking about the  Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost in Acts 2.   
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—————This is a possible answer as we know most of the 
apostles were still alive except Judas.   
————Other will argue that Jesus is speaking of the 
transfiguration that happens 6 days after He says this.  
—————This is also a possible answer but it does not 
make sense that Jesus would have said some of His 
disciples would not die.  It was only 6 days away.   
————Others will argue that Jesus is talking about after 
His resurrection before Pentecost.  
—————This is also a possible answer as the first word 
“truly” also translates out to “amen.”  This is like Jesus is 
saying, “that settles it.”   
————Others will argue that Jesus was talking about the 
destruction of Jerusalem.
—————This was the moment that the Christian church 
really split from Judaism.  

2 Six days later, Jesus *took with Him Peter and James 
and John, and *brought them up on a high mountain by 
themselves. And He was transfigured before them;
 3 and His garments became radiant and exceedingly 
white, as no launderer on earth can whiten them.

Okay, so we have reached the Transfiguration of Jesus.   
—Daniel Akin writes, “The transfiguration of Jesus confirms 
that, despite having the outward appearance of a mere 
mortal man, Jesus of Nazareth is in His nature and essence 
God—deity dressed in a body.”   
——Jesus is not what the Israelites expected in a Messiah 
but Jesus is the Messiah that we all needed.  
———What does it mean that He was transfigured?  
————In the greek it means: to take on a different physical 
form or appearance, appeared different, to change, 
transform the essential nature of something, and this is were 
we get our word for metamorphosis.     
—————Jesus appearance change in that moment.  
Peter, James, and John got to see Jesus in this new form in 
which the glory that was hidden was revealed.  
——————R. C. Sproul wrote, “Suddenly the glory that 
was hidden and veiled in the cloak of His humanity burst 
forth, revealing the full deity of Christ to the watching 
disciples.”  
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Matthew give us some more description into what this 
means.    
—READ: Matthew 17:2 (NAS):  2 And He was transfigured 
before them; and His face shone like the sun, and His 
garments became as white as light.
——Akin writes, “‘Transformed’ means ‘changed,’ and here it 
speak of a radical transfiguration that reveals His true 
essence in an outward visible manifestation.  Even ‘His 
clothes became dazzling.’” 
———READ: Psalm 104:1–2 (NAS):  1 Bless the Lord, O 
my soul!  O Lord my God, You are very great;You are clothed 
with splendor and majesty, 2 Covering Yourself with light as 
with a cloak, Stretching out heaven like a tent curtain.
————For a moment Jesus as Akin writes, “(Jesus) true 
identity is allowed to shine forth in all its glory.”  
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In studying for this passage I wondered what the impact was 
supposed to be on readers 2,000 years later.   
—What does this show us about Jesus that we have not 
already known?  
——Well, Moses the one who brought Israel out of slavery to 
Egypt brought freedom to God’s people.  
———Moses also had an transfigure moment of sorts as 
well.  Not revealing his true nature but reveal the glory of 
God. 
————That is great Jeremy but why does this apply to 
me?  
—————Moses freed Israel from physical slavery but 
Jesus frees us from spiritual slavery.  Moses was an 
instrument for God to defeat a nation putting His people in 
slavery.  Jesus is God freeing His people from slavery for all 
time.  
——————A greater Moses has arrived Jesus as was 
promised.  
———————READ: Deuteronomy 18:15–20 (NAS):  
15 “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me 
from among you, from your countrymen, you shall listen to 
him.  16 “This is according to all that you asked of the Lord 
your God in Horeb on the day of the assembly, saying, ‘Let 
me not hear again the voice of the Lord my God, let me not 
see this great fire anymore, or I will die.’ 17 “The Lord said to 
me, ‘They have spoken well. 18 ‘I will raise up a prophet 
from among their countrymen like you, and I will put My 
words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I 
command him. 19 ‘It shall come about that whoever will not 
listen to My words which he shall speak in My name, I Myself 
will require it of him.  20 ‘But the prophet who speaks a word 
presumptuously in My name which I have not commanded 
him to speak, or which he speaks in the name of other gods, 
that prophet shall die.’
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 4 Elijah appeared to them along with Moses; and they 
were talking with Jesus.
 5 Peter *said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be 
here; let us make three tabernacles, one for You, and 
one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”
 6 For he did not know what to answer; for they became 
terrified.

Okay I am going to let you in on a biblical secret that keep 
pretty quite in seminary circles.   
—If guys that have been dead or gone from 1,000 or more 
years show up, something big is happening.  I know not 
really a secret.  
——Moses and Elijah appear and talk to Jesus.  Totally 
normal right?  
———Luke tells us that they were speaking of Jesus death.  
————READ: Luke 9:30–31 (NAS):  30 And behold, two 
men were talking with Him; and they were Moses and Elijah,
 31 who, appearing in glory, were speaking of His departure 
which He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.
—————This word “departure” is also translated death, to 
leave this life, and exodus.   
——————So fitting that they come to discuss the work 
that Jesus was about to do in Jerusalem; His exodus—
Leading the people of God out of bondage of sin to 
resurrection in Him.  

Why Moses and Elijah?   
—Elijah represents the prophets and Moses represent the 
law and they new what the job of the Messiah/the savior was 
to be.  
——There very presence was prophecied about as well. 
———READ: Malachi 4:4–6 (NAS):  4 “Remember the law 
of Moses My servant, even the statutes and ordinances 
which I commanded him in Horeb for all Israel.  5 “Behold, I 
am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of 
the great and terrible day of the Lord.  6 “He will restore the 
hearts of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the 
children to their fathers, so that I will not come and smite the 
land with a curse.”
————Sproul wrote, “They (Moses and Elijah) knew Jesus 
had to die, they knew why.  They came to the second person 
of the Trinity with their comfort and their encouragement, 
reminding Him of His destiny that they had foretold centuries 
before.  Elijah, who had been carried up to heaven in a 
chariot of fire, set foot once more in the Holy Land.  Moses, 
who had been denied entrance into the Promised Land, at 
last stood there after centuries.”  
—————Moses and Elijah’s appearing as the 
representative of the law and prophets are a signal that 
Jesus would fulfill both the law and the prophecies and bring 
the kingdom of God.  
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What an amazing moment to be apart of and see.....Then 
Peter opened his mouth.    
—But we can not blame Peter.  The verse tells us he did not 
know what to say so he just said something.
——They were all amazed and probably terrified.  
———So Peter just said something.  Some scholars 
speculate that Peter was just babbling. Other try to say he is 
putting Jesus on equal plane with Moses and Elijah.   
————No matter his intent in speaking Jesus did not 
answer him because God was going to set him straight.  

7 Then a cloud formed, overshadowing them, and a 
voice came out of the cloud, “This is My beloved Son, 
listen to Him!”
 8 All at once they looked around and saw no one with 
them anymore, except Jesus alone.

If Peter, James, and John were terrified before I don’t know 
what they will be now.   
—Man made tents or dwelling is not what is needed.  The 
physical temple is not where God will dwell among men but 
in the hearts of His people.  
——The presence of God is what these men need and that 
is exactly what they got.  
———God audibly commanded the disciples to listen to 
Jesus.  We need to hear Jesus.  We need to listen to Him.  
————How do we do that?  We read and study our bibles.  
—————God’s beloved one of a kind Son is who we 
should listen to and obey.  Are we doing that?
——————Then in a flash the 3 men are standing on the 
mountain with Jesus in His normal form alone. 

Everything up until the moment that Jesus rose from the 
grave was building to this point.    
—Every moment was a glimpse or glance at the glory of 
God.  
——Jesus puts on display the actual totally of God’s glory 
this is why John says: READ: John 1:14 (NAS): 14 And the 
Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His 
glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of 
grace and truth.
———Jesus is displaying the glory of God but are we 
looking?  Are we in awe of God?    
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