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RECAP: 

So last week we looked at part of Jesus trial before 
Pilate.   
—We saw how the religious leaders abandoned the laws 
they were supposed to defend and do what they had to 
get what they wanted.  
——We talked about how it is very easy for us as 
Christians to put our walk on auto-pilot and only give 
God part of our attention.  
———We also looked at how to we come back to God 
when we have wondered.  
————Lastly, we looked at how Jesus is King over all 
things and all realms.  

Introduction:

Have you ever had something you totally rely on let you 
down?   
—Have you ever had a plan in your head on how things 
should go and they go very different?  
—TELL THE MUSTANG BRAKES NOT WORKING 
STORY.
——Today we are going to see how things did not go as 
Pilate planned.  
——We will see how God is the only truth that we should 
rely on.  
———We will see that when we are left to our own will 
and understanding we will choose lawlessness over 
righteousness, hostility towards God over love for Him, 
and war with God instead of peace. 

Passage Begins 
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Mark 15:6–15 (NAS):  6 Now at the feast he used to 
release for them any one prisoner whom they 
requested.
 7 The man named Barabbas had been imprisoned 
with the insurrectionists who had committed murder 
in the insurrection.
 8 The crowd went up and began asking him to do as 
he had been accustomed to do for them.   9 Pilate 
answered them, saying, “Do you want me to release 
for you the King of the Jews?”

Pilate did not know what to do with Jesus.   
—The religious leaders had whipped the crowd into a 
mob and they wanted Jesus dead.  
——Pilate questioned Jesus in the public and John tells 
us he took Jesus in away from the crowd and 
questioned Him. 
———But Pilate did not get the answer that he thought 
he would:  READ: John 18:37–38 (NAS):  37 Therefore 
Pilate said to Him, “So You are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say correctly that I am a king. For this I 
have been born, and for this I have come into the world, 
to testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears 
My voice.” 38 Pilate *said to Him, “What is truth?”
And when he had said this, he went out again to the 
Jews and *said to them, “I find no guilt in Him.
————Jesus did not say, “I have been born to over 
through the Roman government, or over through Pilate, 
but that He was born to testify the truth.  
—————Pilates question is very important for us to 
think about and understand.  What is truth?  
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Craig S. Keener wrote, “72% of Americans in the 18-25 
age bracket believe there is no such thing as absolute 
truth; this view appears to be shared by over half of 
those who claim to be born-again Christians.”   
—That is a whole generation that will be leading 
America one day that does not believe there is a truth 
just like Pilate.  
——So what should Christians (born-again believer) 
believe is the absolute truth?  
———We will look at some of the major thing that will 
get us to the point that we can find more for oursleves.  
————First, Jesus is the truth and there is only one 
way to heaven:  READ: John 14:6 (NAS):  6 
Jesus *said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.
—————So, Jesus came to testify the truth which is 
Himself.  
——————Jesus is the truth and He will set us free 
from the lies of this world, the bondage to sin, and the 
schemes of the devil:  READ: John 8:31–32 (NAS):  
31 So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had 
believed Him, “If you continue in My word, then you are 
truly disciples of Mine; 32 and you will know the truth, 
and the truth will make you free.”
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————Second, The word of God is the truth.   
—————The truth about live, about ourselves, about, 
God, and about the salvation we can have in God: 
READ: John 17:17 (NAS):  17 “Sanctify them in the 
truth; Your word is truth.
——————What is the truth?  Seek the word of God 
to find the truth.  
———————The word of God is the instruction 
manual for this life and if we are not in the world we are 
not seeking out the truth.  
————Third, the Holy Spirit, which is God, who dwells 
within believers in Jesus Christ is the Spirit of truth:  
READ: John 16:13 (NAS):  13 “But when He, the Spirit 
of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for 
He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He 
hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is 
to come.
—————Not only does God give us the absolute truth 
in human form (Jesus), in a written manual (the Bible), 
but He comes and dwells in our consciousness leading 
us in the truth if we will listen.   

So, what is the truth?   
—Alfred Jepsen wrote, “Truth is that which is constant 
and unchangeable...Something on which someone can 
rely, which will prove to be true in the future.”  
——The only truth that we have in this world is: that 
there is one God who created all things, sustains all 
things, knows all things, sees all things, and humanity 
has gone against that God.  
———God is unchangeable we are easy changed, God 
is reliable we are not, God has been prove over and 
over again throughout all human history and we 
constantly prove how we are broken.  
————But God proves how He loves us.  How He 
provides a way for us to know the truth and lived 
covered by the truth.  
—————God proved a way to make us inconsistent, 
always changing, unreliable, broken creation right in His 
sight.   
——————Though Jesus Christ, the truth who 
testifies about Himself.  
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Mark 15:6–15 (NAS):  6 Now at the feast he used to 
release for them any one prisoner whom they 
requested.
 7 The man named Barabbas had been imprisoned 
with the insurrectionists who had committed murder 
in the insurrection.
 8 The crowd went up and began asking him to do as 
he had been accustomed to do for them.   9 Pilate 
answered them, saying, “Do you want me to release 
for you the King of the Jews?”

So Pilate not knowing what to do, thought that the 
people might have helped him out of this difficult 
situation.   
—The people were asking for Pilate to set free one who 
was arrested.  As part of Pilates rule, he would release a 
prisoner at Passover.  
——Pilate saw this as a perfect opportunity to end his 
Jesus problem. 
———So, he put Jesus who did nothing wrong and he 
know He did nothing wrong against Barabbas who 
started revolts and even committed murder.   
————According to the Jewish rules, laws, and way of 
life everything about this choice points to letting Jesus 
go not Barabbas.  
—————Interestingly enough, the things that the 
religious leaders were accusing Jesus of was exactly 
what Barabbas was convicted of except the blasphemy.  

Barabbas name means son of the father.    
—Many New Testament scholars based on text that 
have found and interpreted would say that barabbas 
was his last name.  
——Jesus would have been his first name.  
———How ironic that humanity has to choose between 
the son of the human father or the Son of the Heavenly 
Father.  
————To Pilate the answer seems clear.  
—————Pilate was trying to keep Jesus off the cross 
but those that were supposed to be God’s people were 
trying to put Him on it.  
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10 For he was aware that the chief priests had 
handed Him over because of envy.

Pilate was aware of the religious leaders motive in 
sending Jesus to the cross.   
—Pilate knew that Jesus was not guilty and he knew the 
religious leaders and he saw their jealousy of Jesus.   
——Once again the religious leaders set aside their 
religiousness so their wants could be achieved.  
———Even Pilate; a pagan of pagans, a nasty man, 
and one who is in rebellion against God; sees the motive 
of the religious leaders.   
————But the religious leaders were embracing sin so 
they were blinded by it.  
—————READ: Exodus 20:17 (NAS):  17 “You shall 
not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet 
your neighbor’s wife or his male servant or his female 
servant or his ox or his donkey or anything that belongs 
to your neighbor.”
——————The religious leaders did not want to lose 
their popularity to Jesus; they did not like the influence 
and power that Jesus was getting.  They coveted Jesus.  

—————READ:  James 3:16 (NAS):  16 For where 
jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and 
every evil thing.
—————READ: Galatians 5:26 (NAS):  26 Let us not 
become boastful, challenging one another, envying one 
another.
—————READ: 1 Peter 2:1 (NAS):  1 Therefore, 
putting aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and 
envy and all slander,
——————If we are in Christ we are to be a new 
creation and we are to removes these things: READ: 
Titus 3:3 (NAS):  3 For we also once were foolish 
ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various 
lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice and 
envy, hateful, hating one another.
———————And we should be, God’s people should 
be, marked by: READ: 1 Corinthians 13:4–6 (NAS): 
4 Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love 
does not brag and is not arrogant, 5 does not act 
unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, 
does not take into account a wrong suffered, 6 does not 
rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth;
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 11 But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to ask 
him to release Barabbas for them instead.
 12 Answering again, Pilate said to them, “Then what 
shall I do with Him whom you call the King of the 
Jews?”
 13 They shouted back, “Crucify Him!”
 14 But Pilate said to them, “Why, what evil has He 
done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify 
Him!”
 15 Wishing to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released 
Barabbas for them, and after having Jesus 
scourged, he handed Him over to be crucified.

Once again, humanity failed to choose God over man.   
—The crowd was stirred up by the religious leaders.  
——We must be careful who we follow, because they 
might lead us to make the wrong decision in believing in 
the son of a human father as opposed the the Son of the 
heavenly Father.    
———R. C. Sproul wrote, “Pilate offered the people a 
man who wanted to give them political freedom and a 
man who could give them spiritual freedom.....They did 
not want the true Son of the Father.  They wanted a 
different Jesus, a Jesus they could live with, a Jesus 
who would not make them feel guilty, a Jesus of this 
world.”  
————Kent Hughes wrote this about why the crowd 
and religious leaders chose Barabbas instead of Jesus, 
“Barabbas was a grotesque form of the Messiah that 
Israel wanted!....He was a man of action who would 
even murder to reach his own ends....In the twisted 
thinking of some, he was a patriot.”  

Pilates plan failed and he asked what the people 
wanted?   
—They wanted Jesus Christ dead.  
——Pilate tried to get them to think rationally by saying, 
“what evil has He done?”  
———What was their response?  
————They had none.  The did not give an answer for 
why Jesus should be crucified.  
—————They had no evidence.  The mod was being 
controlled by the loudest voices.  
——————Pilate bent to their will.  He released 
Barabbas and had Jesus beaten with a whip that would 
rip His skin from the bone.  
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What do we learn from this passage?  
—Well, Pilate was a terrible leader.  
——He did what was politically correct as opposed to 
the right thing.  
———We can not choose the politically correct, social 
normals, or unoffensive over what we know is the truth.  
—We also learn that the people chose lawlessness 
instead of righteousness, hostility towards God instead 
of love, war instead of peace.  
——What are you choosing?  God?  Hostility towards 
God?  Or like those who were supposed to be followers 
of Jesus; silent agreement with the crowd?  

The truth, Jesus, was innocent and they pronounced 
Him guilty.   
—Barabbas was guilty and they proclaimed Him 
innocent and Jesus would die in the place of the son of 
the humanly father.  
——Daniel Akin wrote, “He also died in our place, that in 
an amazing reveral we might truly become sons and 
daughters of the heavenly Father.

 
—
—
—
—
—
—

Scripture:

8


