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INTRODUCTION: 

Jesus had “breathed His last,” mean that Jesus died 
there on the cross that day.   
—This is both humanities worst and best moment in all 
of history.  
——We put the Son of God to death on the cross; the 
Messiah, the savior of the world, we killed.  
———But in that death on the cross it brought a way for 
humanity to be at peace with God; to be in a right 
relationship with God. 
————Jesus death on the cross and resurrection 
solved all the problems that humanity had.  
—————He saved those that are followers of Christ 
from the punishment that we deserve.  
—————Jesus covers us with His righteousness so 
that we are right in God’s sight.  There is no more 
condemnation in Christ Jesus.  

Passage Begins 
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Mark 15:42–47 (NAS):  42 When evening had already 
come, because it was the preparation day, that is, 
the day before the Sabbath,
 43 Joseph of Arimathea came, a prominent member 
of the Council, who himself was waiting for the 
kingdom of God; and he gathered up courage and 
went in before Pilate, and asked for the body of 
Jesus.

So Jesus had died and was hanging on the cross still at 
this point.   
—Remember the cross was a place of humiliation.  
——The Roman’s would typically leave the bodies of 
those crucified up on the cross so that the bodies would 
rot, decay, and mutilated by anything that came along 
(birds, wild animals, or people).  
———Then as the cross was needed again they would 
pull the bodies off the cross and throw them in the Valley 
of Hinnom in Gehenna which was a garbage dumb 
outside Jerusalem.  
————This who process was to humiliate and to strike 
fear into the hearts of the people into obedience.  
—————But, there was one who was bold enough to 
spare Jesus body this kind of humiliate.  
——————Joseph, also fulfilled scripture but I don’t 
believe he knew He was doing it.  

Daniel Akin writes about the Jewish law, “Jewish law 
demanded that even executed criminals receive a 
proper burial and that those hanged on a tree be taken 
down and buried before sunset (Deut. 21:23).” 
—So Joseph not wanting Jesus to be left on the cross 
asked Pilate for Jesus body. 
——We have to understand somethings about Joseph.
———He was a respected man.  He had a special 
prestige or honor about Him.  He had high standing in 
the community.    
———He was a member of the Sanhedrin.  He had a 
voting say of what happened in the trials but Joseph did 
not agree with the decision the Sanhedrin made about 
Jesus.  
————But something struck men as different from 
Joseph as opposed to the other religious leaders.  
—————The passage tells us that Joseph was waiting  
for the kingdom of God.  
——————We don’t here any other of the Sanhedrin 
described like this.  
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This means that Joseph was as, Greek-English Lexicon 
of the New Testament says, “was in a state of 
expectancy concerning a future event.  To anticipate a 
future event.”  
—What was Joseph waiting expectantly for?  The 
kingdom of God.  
——Jesus death had effected Joseph but Joseph was 
already a follower of Jesus.    
———READ: Luke 23:50–51 (NAS):  50 And a man 
named Joseph, who was a member of the Council, a 
good and righteous man 51 (he had not consented to 
their plan and action), a man from Arimathea, a city of 
the Jews, who was waiting for the kingdom of God;
———READ: John 19:38 (NAS):  38 After these things 
Joseph of Arimathea, being a disciple of Jesus, but a 
secret one for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he 
might take away the body of Jesus; and Pilate granted 
permission. So he came and took away His body.
————We see that Joseph was a secret follower of 
Christ but know he steps out and does something bold.  

So Jesus’ death effected Joseph as we see he becomes 
bold to ask Pilate for Jesus body.   
—Before that we don’t see any boldness in Joseph.  
——There was no attempt by Joseph to do anything to 
prevent Jesus death.  He feared the Jews; he feared 
man.  
———But after seeing Jesus die; not healing someone, 
or feeding a lot of people with basically nothing, or bring 
people back from the dead; he risked it all for Christ.  
————Joseph took courage, he was bold, faced 
possible danger, or potential to suffer for Christ.   
—————This is what we need to do and be when it 
comes to our dealings with the world as well.  
——————We have to be bold, take courage, 
challenge, or defy possible danger for Jesus.  
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—READ:  Proverbs 28:1 (NAS):  1 The wicked flee 
when no one is pursuing, But the righteous are bold as a 
lion.
——Are you bold for Christ or do you run from those that 
may pursue you?   
—READ: Hebrews 13:5–6 (NAS):  5 Make sure that 
your character is free from the love of money, being 
content with what you have; for He Himself has said, “I 
will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,”  6 so 
that we confidently say, “The Lord is my helper, I will not 
be afraid.  What will man do to me?”
——God will never desert you or forsake you and He is 
our helper even in that means that God will not desert 
you or forsake you in your suffering.  He will help us 
through out suffering.  
———We must be bold for Christ in our greatest 
moments, in our successes, in our suffering, and in our 
dying. 

 44 Pilate wondered if He was dead by this time, and 
summoning the centurion, he questioned him as to 
whether He was already dead.
 45 And ascertaining this from the centurion, he 
granted the body to Joseph.
 46 Joseph bought a linen cloth, took Him down, 
wrapped Him in the linen cloth and laid Him in a 
tomb which had been hewn out in the rock; and he 
rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb.
 47 Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses 
were looking on to see where He was laid.

Pilate was surprised that to hear that Jesus was already 
dead.  
—It was possible for those that were crucified to live for 
days up on the cross.  
——Pilate wonder if Jesus was actually dead and asked 
the centurion.  
———The centurion knew because READ: John 
19:33–34 (NAS):  33 but coming to Jesus, when they 
saw that He was already dead, they did not break His 
legs.  34 But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a 
spear, and immediately blood and water came out.
————Jesus body was dead and Joseph was granted 
the body from Pilate.  
—————Once again Joseph is running the risk with 
this public display of loyalty to Jesus.  
——————He could have been expelled from the 
Sanhedrin for taking care of what the Sanhedrin thought 
was a blasphemer.  
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What we must also think about is the fact that Joseph 
would be dressing the corpse.  
—This was during the time of the preparation for the 
Sabbath which would make Joseph ceremonially defiled.
——This also speaks volume of what a relationship with 
Christ can do for a person.  
———Joseph gave fine linen and he put Jesus in his 
tomb but he also knew there was nothing monetary or 
physical for him to gain.  
———Kent Hughes wrote, “So as we see Joseph obtain 
permission, and then watch him and his colleague 
Nicodemus rush to take Jesus down from the cross as 
the shadows lengthen, quickly wash the blood from him, 
wrap him in linen with spices, and then place Jesus in 
Joseph’s own tomb, we are seeing a remarkably noble 
act.”  
————Jesus death, His courage, inspired courage in 
these men.  
—————This act of courage was one that fulfilled 
scripture, READ: Isaiah 53:9 (NAS): 9 His grave was 
assigned with wicked men, Yet He was with a rich man 
in His death, Because He had done no violence, Nor 
was there any deceit in His mouth.

Joseph was able to wash the body and to put spices 
with it but he was not able to anoint the body and the 
watching women saw this.  
—They saw where Jesus was buried.  They were 
witness to in.  
——Akin wrote this, “Thus the only people at His grave 
were two Pharisees and two women.....Those who once 
remained in the shadows or were hardly noticed by the 
‘really important’ people are there by His grave.  They do 
not care who know of their loyalty and love for Jesus.”  
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Lastly, I want to think about what Joseph, the women, 
and even the disciple were thinking and experiencing in 
these times.  
—They did not know what was coming next.  They were 
unsure of the resurrection.
——Especially after the day came and went hope would 
have slowly faded.  
———Hughes wrote, “Think how it was for Mary—a 
sword had pierced her soul. Think of Peter’s paralyzing 
guilt, beloved John’s heartache, and Mary Magdalene’s 
despair.”  
————This is how those who do not know Christ walk 
around everyday of their lives.  
—————They walk around in the darkness and walk 
around hopeless in this world.  
——————

Ray Stedman wrote, “Someone has called our present 
generation ‘Saturday’s children,’ and it is an apt term.  
Our great American cities are, for the most part, teeming 
with pools of human misery where people live out their 
days in a kind of ritual dance toward death with hope or 
illusion.  In the midst of an increasingly godless world, 
despair grips people’s hearts everywhere.  
Hopelessness and meaninglessness come crushing in 
on us from every side.”  
—Without the resurrection there is little to no hope.  We 
all become Saturday’s children.     
——But thank God that Jesus rose from the grave.  
Thank God for hope in this life and the next.  
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What does this mean for us?  
—To many Christians are walking around as “Saturday’s 
children” when they should be walking around as God’s 
children.  
——You should have hope in your life.  You should be 
joyful because Jesus did rise from the grave.  You 
should walk boldly for Christ because there are so many 
lost out there without the hope of the resurrection.  
———Be bold for Christ!!!! Even if it mean suffering, 
struggle, and a lot of change.  
————Sooner or later you are going to have to take a 
stand for Christ.  So stand today!!!
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