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Passage Begins 
Mark 15:38–41 (NAS):  38 And the veil of the temple 
was torn in two from top to bottom.

The veil of the temple torn in 2 pieces and it tells us it 
tore from top to bottom.  
—Jesus’ final words were, “It is finished.”  
——Now we see evidence of Jesus finishing work.  
———The veil or drape that separated humanity to God 
was tore.  
————The top to bottom tear signifies that God was 
the one who tore that veil. 
—————Through the work of Jesus on the cross, the 
holy place of the temple was opened to all who would 
believe in Jesus.  
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Sam Storms finds 3 different allusions in the veil being 
torn.   
—The first, the tearing of the veil reveals the, “complete, 
perfect, and altogether sufficient sacrifice for sins that 
Jesus has offered in himself on the cross.”  
——Jesus sacrifice was perfect and complete: READ: 
Hebrews 10:10–13 (NAS): 10 By this will we have been 
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all.  11 Every priest stands daily 
ministering and offering time after time the same 
sacrifices, which can never take away sins; 12 but He, 
having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat 
down at the right hand of God, 13 waiting from that time 
onward until His enemies be made a footstool for His 
feet.
———READ: 1 Peter 1:17–19 (NAS):  17 If you 
address as Father the One who impartially judges 
according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves in fear 
during the time of your stay on earth; 18 knowing that 
you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver 
or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your 
forefathers, 19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb 
unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.
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Second, the veil tearing reveals, “the end of the Mosaic 
Covenant.”   
—Why does it reveal the end of the Mosaic Covenant?  
——Because Jesus fulfilled the law.  
———READ: Matthew 5:17 (NAS):  17 “Do not think 
that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not 
come to abolish but to fulfill.
———READ: Romans 8:3–4 (NAS): what the Law 
could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: 
sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and 
as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh,
 4 so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in 
us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according 
to the Spirit.
————Jesus fulfilled the law and if we believe in 
Christ and make Him ruler of our lives then His blood 
fulfills the law for us as well.  
—————READ: Romans 10:4 (NAS):  4 For Christ is 
the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who 
believes.

Lastly, the veil tearing reveals, “that God in all his glory 
is now freely and fully accessible to all men and women 
who come to him by faith in Jesus Christ.”   
—Humanity now does not have to come to a priest or a 
pastor to speak to God on our behalf.  
——We can freely go to God anytime and anywhere.
———READ: Hebrews 9:11–12 (NAS):  11 But when 
Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to 
come, He entered through the greater and more perfect 
tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of 
this creation; 12 and not through the blood of goats and 
calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy 
place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.
———READ: Hebrews 4:16 (NAS):  16 Therefore let 
us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so 
that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time 
of need.
————God does not dwell in a house built by human 
hands but He dwells in the temple that He is fitting 
together, by using those that believe in Jesus Christ.  

Scripture:

3



What does this mean for us, on this side of the cross?   
—READ: Hebrews 10:19–22 (NAS):  19 Therefore, 
brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy 
place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way 
which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His 
flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the 
house of God, 22 let us draw near with a sincere heart in 
full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean 
from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with 
pure water.
——Kent Hughes wrote, “The high priest could only go 
into the Holy of Holies once a year, but now the way is 
wide-open for all who are in Christ.”  
———Jesus’ finishing work on the cross brought 
freedom for those that are in Christ.  

 39 When the centurion, who was standing right in 
front of Him, saw the way He breathed His last, he 
said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!”

When the centurion saw the way that Jesus lived for a 
short time and saw the way that Jesus died; he was 
convinced that Jesus is the Son of God.   
—Once again a pagan who did not know about God at 
all recognized God but the Israelites that should have 
seen Him and known Him when He came but they did 
not.  
——Notice that it was not a great miracle or a great sign 
that brought this confession on by this Centurion; but, it 
was how Jesus suffered.  
———Hughes wrote, “The point is, Jesus’ death, 
carefully considered, revealed who he was and is...the 
cross draws us.”  
————For the centurion to identify Jesus as the Son 
of God, he was saying, “Jesus is one who has the 
nature of God.  
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 Jesus was like everything this centurion had heard 
about the God of Israel.  
—What about you?  We are to be Christ-like—we are to 
be embracing the life that Jesus lived.  
——READ: Ephesians 5:1–2 (NAS):  1 Therefore be 
imitators of God, as beloved children;
 2 and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and 
gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to 
God as a fragrant aroma.
——READ: Ephesians 4:20–24 (NAS):  20 But you did 
not learn Christ in this way, 21 if indeed you have heard 
Him and have been taught in Him, just as truth is in 
Jesus, 22 that, in reference to your former manner of 
life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted 
in accordance with the lusts of deceit, 23 and that you 
be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and put on the 
new self, which in the likeness of God has been created 
in righteousness and holiness of the truth.

 40 There were also some women looking on from a 
distance, among whom were Mary Magdalene, and 
Mary the mother of James the Less and Joses, and 
Salome.
 41 When He was in Galilee, they used to follow Him 
and minister to Him; and there were many other 
women who came up with Him to Jerusalem.

No men are mentioned besides the centurion but Mark 
mentions these women.  
—There were 2 women mentioned specifically.  
——The first was Mary Magdalalene who Jesus had 
cast a evil spirit out of: READ: Luke 8:2 (NAS): 2 and 
also some women who had been healed of evil spirits 
and sicknesses: Mary who was called Magdalene, from 
whom seven demons had gone out,
——Second, was Mary who had 2 sons; James, Joses, 
and Salome.  
———Why include the names of these woman and 
great detail about these women?
————Mark is once again establishing that fact that 
there were eyewitnesses to Jesus death and burial.  
—————Mark is giving us names that we can fact 
check with. 
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I think that it is a testament to these women’s faith in 
Christ.   
—The disciples fled and hide but these women who had 
followed Jesus could have been spotted and called out 
as followers of Christ but they did not care.  
——These women were faithful followers of Christ.  
They were devoted and willing suffer to be there to 
support Jesus.  
———We also have to make the connection that their 
faith will be rewarded.  
————READ: Mark 16:1–4 (NAS):  1 When the 
Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the 
mother of James, and Salome, bought spices, so that 
they might come and anoint Him.  2 Very early on the 
first day of the week, they *came to the tomb when the 
sun had risen.  3 They were saying to one another, “Who 
will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the 
tomb?” 4 Looking up, they *saw that the stone had been 
rolled away, although it was extremely large
—————These were the same women that would find 
out first that Jesus had risen from the grave.  

So, what do we learn from this passage today?  
—We learn that Jesus has paid the price, He is the 
perfect sacrifice, and He fulfills and completes the law 
for us.   
——We have access to God and we should utilize that 
access.   
———We also should understand and know from this 
passage that: it is not what you say, what you do, or how 
you are that will be the most powerful influence in 
bringing someone to Christ.  
————It is about the word of God and the gospel (the 
life, death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
—————But what you say, do, and how you are is 
important as well.  
——————Lastly, when we are faithful, we will see 
God, we will risk for Him, and we will experience God 
more and more.  
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