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Introduction: 
Passage Begins 

Mark 15:27–32 (NAS): 27 They *crucified two robbers 
with Him, one on His right and one on His left.
 28 [And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “And 
He was numbered with transgressors.”]

Jesus was crucified with 2 robbers.  he was in the 
middle and they were on His right and left.   
—This affirms the prophecy in Isaiah 53: READ: Isaiah 
53:12 (NAS):  12 Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with 
the great, And He will divide the booty with the strong; 
Because He poured out Himself to death, And was 
numbered with the transgressors; Yet He Himself bore 
the sin of many, And interceded for the transgressors.
——We can not help but remember how Jame and John 
asked to be on Jesus right and left in His glory.  
———READ: Mark 10:37 (NAS):  37 They said to Him, 
“Grant that we may sit, one on Your right and one on 
Your left, in Your glory.”
————Here Jesus is in what seems like a terrible 
moment is actually in His moment of glory.  
—————This is the moment that saved us all.  
Without this moment of Jesus being on the cross we are 
not saved.   
——————This is not what James and John though 
they would see as the glorious moment of Jesus.  This is 
the moment as READ: John 17:1 (NAS):  1 Jesus 
spoke these things; and lifting up His eyes to heaven, 
He said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son, 
that the Son may glorify You,
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Of course we will see Jesus in glory once again.  
—READ: Mark 13:24–26 (NAS):  24 “But in those days, 
after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened and the 
moon will not give its light,  25 and the stars will be 
falling from heaven, and the powers that are in the 
heavens will be shaken.  26 “Then they will see the Son 
of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory.
—READ: Acts 1:9–11 (NAS):  9 And after He had said 
these things, He was lifted up while they were looking 
on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. 10 And 
as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was 
going, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside 
them. 11 They also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you 
stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been 
taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the 
same way as you have watched Him go into heaven.”

Scripture:

2



—READ:  Revelation 19:11–14 (NAS):  11 And I saw 
heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who 
sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness 
He judges and wages war. 12 His eyes are a flame of 
fire, and on His head are many diadems; and He has a 
name written on Him which no one knows except 
Himself. 13 He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, 
and His name is called The Word of God. 14 And the 
armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white 
and clean, were following Him on white horses.
——But in His earthly ministry, He became the ultimate 
servant and sacrifice for humanity. 
———READ: Mark 10:45 (NAS):  45 “For even the Son 
of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 
give His life a ransom for many.”
————An argument broke out amongst the disciples 
on who was the greatest of them and Jesus responded 
like this: 
—————READ: Luke 22:25–27 (NAS):  25 And He 
said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over 
them; and those who have authority over them are 
called ‘Benefactors.’  26 “But it is not this way with you, 
but the one who is the greatest among you must 
become like the youngest, and the leader like the 
servant.  27 “For who is greater, the one who reclines at 
the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who 
reclines at the table? But I am among you as the one 
who serves.
——————If we are going to be like Christ we will 
have to give up our lives and serve God the Father as 
Jesus did.  
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 29 Those passing by were hurling abuse at Him, 
wagging their heads, and saying, “Ha! You who are 
going to destroy the temple and rebuild it in three 
days,
 30 save Yourself, and come down from the cross!”
 31 In the same way the chief priests also, along with 
the scribes, were mocking Him among themselves 
and saying, “He saved others; He cannot save 
Himself.
 32 “Let this Christ, the King of Israel, now come 
down from the cross, so that we may see and 
believe!” Those who were crucified with Him were 
also insulting Him.

As Jesus hung there people were speaking against Him 
in harmful and hurtful ways.   
—They criticized His character, His reputation, they 
spoke falsely about Him, and they cursed Him.   
——Jesus was ridiculed by normal people walking by or 
who would stay and watch for a time then leave; much 
like people do wit street performers.  
———Jesus was also ridiculed by the religious leaders.  
————It was not enough that they got Jesus crucified 
but they wanted Jesus to endure as much humiliation as 
He could.  
—————They wanted to relieve Him of His influence 
and power making Him look ridiculous in front of the 
people.   

The detail that Mark give us about the insults stood out 
to me while I was studying through this portion of 
scripture.
—The first insult is about Jesus saying He would destroy 
the temple.  
——READ: John 2:19–21 (NAS):  19 Jesus answered 
them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise 
it up.” 20 The Jews then said, “It took forty-six years to 
build this temple, and will You raise it up in three day? 
21 But He was speaking of the temple of His body.
———Obviously, as the passage tells us Jesus was 
talking about His body by the people thought He was 
talking about the actual temple.  
————If we look at the meaning of the words used by 
those mocking Jesus, what they mock Him for not doing 
is exactly He did.  
—————When we look at the word destroy: Jesus 
tore down and dismantled the old way of life through His 
work on the cross.  
——————He was putting an end to the pharisaical 
way of serving God and ushering in the new life in Him.  
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READ:  Hebrews 10:19–22 (NAS):  19 Therefore, 
brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy 
place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way 
which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His 
flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the 
house of God, 22 let us draw near with a sincere heart in 
full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean 
from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with 
pure water.
—Jesus destroyed the need for that physical temple and 
in 3 days build a new temple within those that believe in 
Him.   
——READ: 1 Corinthians 3:16–17 (NAS):  16 Do you 
not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit 
of God dwells in you? 17 If any man destroys the temple 
of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is 
holy, and that is what you are.
———The temple defined is: a place where a deity is 
worshiped. 

————READ: Ephesians 2:19–22 (NAS):  19 So 
then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are 
fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God’s 
household, 20 having been built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the 
corner stone, 21 in whom the whole building, being fitted 
together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord,
 22 in whom you also are being built together into a 
dwelling of God in the Spirit.
————READ: John 14:23 (NAS): 23 Jesus answered 
and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My 
word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to 
him and make Our abode with him.
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So, those mocking Jesus about the temple missed the 
point of what He was saying.   
—Jesus was talking about His body being destroyed 
and was foretelling His resurrection.  
——And in rising from the grave making the temple built 
with human hands obsolete.  
———We are now the dwelling place of God.  
————I can’t help but think about when Jesus 
cleansed the temple in READ: Luke 19:45–46 (NAS): 
45 Jesus entered the temple and began to drive out 
those who were selling, 46 saying to them, “It is written, 
‘And My house shall be a house of prayer,’ but you have 
made it a robbers’ den.”
—————If we are the temple of God what do we look 
like?  Are we like the Pharisees temple being 
contaminated?  Or are we a house of worship for and 
prayer to God?   

 31 In the same way the chief priests also, along with 
the scribes, were mocking Him among themselves 
and saying, “He saved others; He cannot save 
Himself.
 32 “Let this Christ, the King of Israel, now come 
down from the cross, so that we may see and 
believe!” Those who were crucified with Him were 
also insulting Him.

So, the religious leaders started in on Jesus as as well.  
—They jump on the mocking band wagon and comment 
on how Jesus has saved others and now He cannot 
save Himself.  
——They did not know that by staying on that cross He 
is saving everyone who would believe.  
———They don’t realize that if Jesus were to come 
down from the cross it would be a descent from Glory, 
from God’s will, from all that He was set out to do.  
————Coming down from the cross would have 
undone all that Jesus was sent to do.  
—————In mocking Jesus they do not know what 
they are asking.  
——————The only way that Jesus can prove to them 
that He is the Messiah is by staying on the cross.  
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They mock that He cannot save Himself but it is not that 
Jesus can’t save Himself but that He won’t save Himself.
—Jesus know the weight of what He is doing and 
obviously the religious leaders did not know or 
understand what Jesus was doing.  
——R. C. Sproul wrote, “He (Jesus) was about saving 
His people, which required that He stay on that cross 
until the bitter end.  The priests urged Jesus to descend 
from the cross as a definitive sign of His identity.  They 
had seen sign after sign, miracle after miracle, but they 
had not believed.”  
———This task that the religious leaders wanted was 
not without temptation though.  
————Come down off the cross would have been 
easier and much less painful. 

In this we have to think back to the tempting of Satan 
when Jesus was in the wilderness.   
—In Matt. 4:1-11 Satan offered the easy way out of 
being the Messiah we need and being the Messiah we 
wanted.  
——Once again the religious leaders are looking for, 
“Christ, the king of Israel,” that they wanted.
———They wanted the Christ that will come down and 
assert His dominance.  
————They are not looking for the Biblical Messiah.  
They could believe in a physical Jesus and a physical 
kingdom.  
—————But not with a Messiah who dies on a cross; 
which is exactly what we needed.  
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This word believe that the religious leaders use can 
mean: to believe something to be true and worthy of 
being trusted, to think to be true, to regard as 
trustworthy, or believe to the extent of complete trust.   
—So the question must come; Do you believe in Jesus 
to the extent of complete trust?  
——Do you believe in the Biblical Messiah or your own 
made up one?  
———Do you understand why it is better to have Jesus 
dwell inside you as opposed to stand next to you?  
————Jesus is the greatest servant that has every 
walked this earth; are you following in His foot steps?  

 
—
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