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So last week we talked about about Pilate trying to 
figure out what to do with Jesus.  
—He tried everything to avoid having to put Jesus to 
death except doing the right thing.  
——We saw how humanity choose: Jesus barabbas, 
Jesus son of human father, over Jesus Son of the Living 
God. 
———This is the human condition, to choose the way of 
humanity over the way of God.  
————Lucky God has revealed the truth to us through 
Jesus Christ, the word of God, and sent the Holy Spirit 
to guide us in all truth.  
—————So we have to make up our mind: are we 
going to follow the crowd or follow Christ?  

Passage Begins 

Mark 15:16–21 (NAS):  16 The soldiers took Him 
away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium), and 
they *called together the whole Roman cohort.
 17 They *dressed Him up in purple, and after 
twisting a crown of thorns, they put it on Him;
 18 and they began to acclaim Him, “Hail, King of the 
Jews!”
 19 They kept beating His head with a reed, and 
spitting on Him, and kneeling and bowing before 
Him.
 20 After they had mocked Him, they took the purple 
robe off Him and put His own garments on Him. And 
they *led Him out to crucify Him.
 

Jesus fate had been sealed at this point.  Pilate handed 
Jesus over to be crucified.   
—But Jesus legacy had proceeded Him. 
——They called the “whole Roman cohort.”  
———This was a group of Roman soldiers who 
numbered around 600 men.  
————Why would they need 600 men when they were 
in the secure palace or headquarter of the governor?  
—————Either they thought there would be a revote 
or they were unsure of Jesus and what power He had.  
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This is what the world does when it comes in contact 
with Jesus Christ our savior.   
—READ: John 1:10 (NAS):  10 He was in the world, 
and the world was made through Him, and the world did 
not know Him.
——They world never new what to expect out Jesus 
because He was not of it but sent to the world.  
———So to, are we Christians to be like Christ in that, 
we don’t act like the world so the world does not know 
what to expect.  
————I think the church is good at acting different to 
the world; almost to different from the world sometimes.  
—————We are terrible at being sent to the world.  

Think about this for a second.   
—Jesus was sent to court and He testified the gospel in 
the very court that was trying to have Him killed.  
——He spoke the truth there.  
———READ: John 1:11 (NAS):  11 He came to His 
own, and those who were His own did not receive Him.
————From there He went to one of the most 
powerful men in there area and did not back down but 
testified the truth to Pilate too.  
—————Jesus came on His own and sacrificed on 
His own so that....
——————READ: John 1:12 (NAS):  12 But as many 
as received Him, to them He gave the right to become 
children of God, even to those who believe in His name,
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The Roman soldiers did not care what happened either 
way to Jesus but they participated in the beating and 
ridicule of Jesus.   
—Kent Hughes wrote, “‘The whole battalion’ of soldiers 
played with Jesus like a cat plays with a mouse—in 
dispassionate, unblinking torture.”  
——Jesus had been scourged, which William lane 
wrote, “A Roman scourging was a terrifying punishment.  
The delinquent was stripped, bound to a post or a pillar, 
or sometimes simply thrown to the ground, and was 
beaten by a number of guards until his flesh hung in 
bleeding shreds......The instrument.....was a scourge 
consisting of leather thongs plaited with several pieces 
of bone or lead so as to form a chain....Josephus 
records that he himself had some of his opponents in 
Galilee scourged until their entrails were visible.”  
———The point of scourging was to obviously hurt the 
person very badly but it was also to humiliate the 
prisoner.  It would also make Jesus weak so that the 
crucifixion would not take as long.  
————Then, they call nearly 600 men together and 
they put clothing on Jesus freshly ripped open back and 
sides.  
—————This would have been a reddish purple cloth 
used to once again mock Jesus or humiliate Jesus.  
——————Mocking Jesus claim to be a king they also 
made Jesus a crown of thorns.  
———————Once again mocking Jesus of His honor, 
or high office or victory.  
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They took that crown of thorns and pressed it onto 
Jesus head just adding to the pain that Jesus had 
already endure.   
—Then they mocked Him even more by saluting Jesus 
as they would Caesar, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews.”  
——This was as sarcastic as they could get.  
———They then hit Jesus repeatedly with a mock 
scepter that a king would hold.  
————They spit on Him and throw verbal insult after 
insult at Jesus.  
—————Jesus was physically beaten down by these 
event but he was probably also emotionally beaten 
down as well.  
——————But in all of this pain and in all of this 
shame; Jesus remain steadfast in His work for God.  

Daniel Akin wrote, “Completely alone, humiliated, naked, 
and beaten nearly to death, our savior endured yet 
again ridicule, shame, and pain at the hands of sinful 
men, at the hands of those He came to save.”   
—Let me offer some hope in this terrible situation that 
Jesus is in.   
——READ: Hebrews 4:15 (NAS):  15 For we do not 
have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all 
things as we are, yet without sin.
———Do you have pain?  Jesus know what that is like.  
Do you feel alone?  Jesus know what that is like.  Do 
you feel betrayed?  Do you feel abandoned?  Do you 
feel mocked?  
————Jesus has walked this life and He has 
experienced the high points of life but also the low points 
of life.  
—————Jesus can sympathize with us but He is also 
the high priest who in the mediator between God and us  
——————READ:  1 Timothy 2:5–6 (NAS):  5 For 
there is one God, and one mediator also between God 
and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave Himself as 
a ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time.
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READ:  Isaiah 53:4–5 (NAS): Surely our griefs He 
Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet we 
ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and 
afflicted.  5 But He was pierced through for our 
transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The 
chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His 
scourging we are healed.
—Jesus knew in His suffering God the Father had 
purpose.  
——That purpose was not to make our lives easy but it 
was to take the crushing weight and penalty for sin upon 
Himself that we could have peace in Him or be healed 
by Him.   
———READ: 1 Peter 3:18 (NAS):  18 For Christ also 
died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that 
He might bring us to God, having been put to death in 
the flesh, but made alive in the spirit;
————God sent the just (Jesus Christ), for the unjust 
(us).  Why?  So that Jesus might bring us to God.  
—————Akin wrote, “The Father sent His beloved 
Son to rescue and redeem a rebel race.”  

What should we take away from this piece of the 
passage?   
—Jesus suffering was what we deserved and more but 
He took that on Himself.  
—The shame and the pain that Jesus experienced 
should have been our shame and pain.  
—The guilty of a death sentence is the guilt that we 
deserved but Jesus took that on for us.  
——Akin wrote, “The great King was tortured and killed 
that His people might live.”  
———With all that in mind; are you living the life that 
Christ was sacrificed for?  Or are you taking advantage 
of His sacrifice?  

Scripture:

5



Crucifixion was the result of many many years of Roman 
domination and understanding how to cause pain to a 
human being.   
—Not only was it very painful it was very humiliating.  
——There was no honor in dying on a cross.  A Roman 
orator Cicero wrote, “The very word ‘cross’ should be far 
removed no only from the person of a Roman citizen but 
from his thoughts, his eyes, and his ears.....the mere 
mention of them, that is unworthy of a Roman citizen 
and a free man.”  
———The Gospels give us very few details into the 
crucifixion because in their time period, they knew what 
it was very well.  
————They knew the pain and the familiar cries of 
those that were hanging on a cross.   
—————And So, the Son of God will hang on a cross 
and be humiliated to take away the sins of the world.  
——————READ: John 1:29 (NAS):  29 The next 
day he *saw Jesus coming to him and *said, “Behold, 
the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!

As Christian we become desensitized to the cross.   
—Were them around our necks, on clothing, put them on 
or around our houses, and much more.  
——There is nothing wrong with that as long as we don’t 
ever lose sight of what that represents.  
———Jesus death on the cross, His suffering for us on 
that cross should a reminder of the heart of Jesus.  
————His love was so great for us that He allowed 
that horrific thing to happen to Him.   
—————READ: Ephesians 2:4–7 (NAS):  4 But God, 
being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which 
He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our 
transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by 
grace you have been saved),  6 and raised us up with 
Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come He might 
show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus.
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The stage is set.  Jesus has been beaten and mocked 
and they have prepared Him to be crucified.   
—Jesus literally living out READ: Philippians 2:8 
(NAS):  8 Being found in appearance as a man, He 
humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross.
——What about you?  
———Are you living out: READ: Luke 14:27 (NAS): 27 
“Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after 
Me cannot be My disciple.
————Which Mark tells us we should denny 
ourselves; die to ourselves and live for God. 
—————Jesus denied Himself and took the pain and 
the shame and He calls us to live for Him.  
——————If we give Him our hearts and lives then He 
will cancel the debt we owe to God:  READ: Colossians 
2:13–14 (NAS): your transgressions and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive 
together with Him, having forgiven us all our 
transgressions, 14 having canceled out the certificate of 
debt consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile 
to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it 
to the cross.

Live for Christ! Live with Christ! And Love Christ!  
—Because He first loved you and gave Himself up for 
you and me.  
——Part from Christ there is no life; just a slow pointless 
death.  
———Live the life you were created and meant to live; 
one that glorifies God and enjoys Him forever.  
—
—
—

 
—
—
—
—
—
—
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