
Three Rocks
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP:

Last week we looked at Jesus great confession.   
—Jesus is questioned if He is the Messiah, the Son of 
God, and God. 
——To this question Jesus answered, “I am.”  
———Then Jesus told the high priests how He will 
come in Judgment one day again.  
————The high priest could not handle this as they 
saw it as malicious talk or slandering God.  
—————So, with an illegal trial they condemned the 
Messiah, the Savior or the world, to death.  
——————This week we will take a break from the 
narrative of Jesus trial and pick back up with Peter.  
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Introduction:

One of the commentators I read labeled Jesus trial and 
Peters denial “The Two Rocks.”   
—I think that this commentator missed a rock is today’s 
sermon is called, “3 Rocks.”  
——The 3 different rocks in these passages are: the 
high priest—He was the pillar in which the Israelite way 
of life was supported.  He had sway over the Israelite 
people that no one else had.  Think about how many 
times Jesus faced off with the scribes, Pharisees, and 
other religious leaders but Jesus did not get a trial and 
conviction until the high priest was involved. 
———The second rock in these passages is: Jesus.  
READ: Mark 12:10–11 (NAS):  10 “Have you not even 
read this Scripture: ‘The stone which the builders 
rejected, This became the chief corner stone; 11 This 
came about from the Lord, And it is marvelous in our 
eyes’?”—JEsus is quoting Ps. 118:22 here and Jesus is 
saying that He is the chief corner stone.  
————The 3rd rock in these passages is: Peter.  
READ: John 1:42 (NAS):  42 He brought him to Jesus. 
Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon the son of 
John; you shall be called Cephas” (which is translated 
Peter).—Cephas literally translates to “Rock.”  
—————So today we are going to compare and 
contrast these 3 rocks and see how 2 crumble and fall 
apart.  

Passage Begins 
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Mark 14:66–72 (NAS): 66 As Peter was below in the 
courtyard, one of the servant-girls of the high priest 
*came,
 67 and seeing Peter warming himself, she looked at 
him and *said, “You also were with Jesus the 
Nazarene.”

The narrative now shifts back to Peter as Mark had 
prepared us for in verse 54 which said: READ:  Mark 
14:54 (NAS): 54 Peter had followed Him at a distance, 
right into the courtyard of the high priest; and he was 
sitting with the officers and warming himself at the fire.
—Peter was hanging out in the courtyard expecting no 
one to know why he was and a servant girl of the high 
priest spots him.  
——Jesus trial was happening or was just about over 
and this girl recognizes Peter, the guy that cut the other 
servants ear off.  
———READ: Mark 14:45–47 (NAS):  45 After coming, 
Judas immediately went to Him, saying, “Rabbi!” and 
kissed Him.  46 They laid hands on Him and seized Him.  
47 But one of those who stood by drew his sword, and 
struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his ear.
————R. C. Sproul makes a comment briefly in his 
commentary that we have to think about more.   
—————Sproul wrote, “the presiding officer in this 
trial,  it was not one of the rulers of the Jews, the nobles 
of the community, or the Sanhedrin members, but a 
servant girl who had no status, power, or authority.”  

We remember Peters confidence when Jesus told Peter 
he would deny Jesus.  Peters Loyalty come to the front 
of our minds when the girl ask Peter the question.   
—READ: Mark 14:29 (NAS):  29 But Peter said to Him, 
“Even though all may fall away, yet I will not.”
—READ: Mark 14:31 (NAS): But Peter kept saying 
insistently, “Even if I have to die with You, I will not deny 
You!” And they all were saying the same thing also.
——Peter so sure about not denying Jesus is 
questioned by someone with no power, standing, or 
authority to do anything; surely Peter will as Daniel Akin 
wrote, “Peter will step up and declare his loyalty.” 
———So, what does Peter do? 
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 68 But he denied it, saying, “I neither know nor 
understand what you are talking about.” And he 
went out onto the porch.

What did Peter do?  He cracked.   
—Peter started to crumble in this denial and blatant 
rejection of Jesus.  
——The word denied here means: to deny any 
relationship of association with someone, verbal 
renounce knowledge of relationship, and disown.  
———Peter then back up his denial with clarification of 
the that denial by add, “I neither know nor understand 
what you are talking about.”  
————Peter is denying having a relationship with 
Jesus and furthermore, he is denying knowing anything 
about Jesus.  
—————Some may says, “well Peter had to deny 
Jesus so that he could stay close to Jesus without being 
caught too.”  Or, Peter had to do that so he could be 
ready if there was an opportunity to free Jesus.”  

God does not condone sin.  God does not want you to 
choose sin or choose the lesser sin.   
—In Peters case here God does not want us to lie. 
——This is what Peter is doing.  He is lying about his 
relationship with and knowledge of Jesus.  
———READ: Proverbs 12:22 (NAS):  22 Lying lips are 
an abomination to the Lord, But those who deal faithfully 
are His delight.
———READ: Exodus 20:16 (NAS):  16 “You shall not 
bear false witness against your neighbor.
———READ: Revelation 21:8 (NAS):  8 “But for the 
cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and 
murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and 
idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that 
burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second 
death.”
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God want us to be truthful people: READ: Ephesians 
4:15 (NAS):  15 but speaking the truth in love, we are to 
grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even 
Christ,
—Even if the truthfulness gets us put up on the cross 
next to Jesus that is what we should be and do.  
——But as we learn from Peter, that he can not do it on 
his own.  Nor can we do it on our own either.  
———The human condition, the human sinfulness is to 
be secretive and deceptive.  
————We need the truth to be truthful: READ: John 
14:6 (NAS):  6 Jesus *said to him, “I am the way, and 
the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but 
through Me.
————READ: John 8:31–32 (NAS): those Jews who 
had believed Him, “If you continue in My word, then you 
are truly disciples of Mine; 32 and you will know the 
truth, and the truth will make you free.”

 69 The servant-girl saw him, and began once more 
to say to the bystanders, “This is one of them!”
 70 But again he denied it. And after a little while the 
bystanders were again saying to Peter, “Surely you 
are one of them, for you are a Galilean too.”
 71 But he began to curse and swear, “I do not know 
this man you are talking about!”

So, Peter moves to a different place in-order to not have 
anyone else see him.    
—But this servant girl was persistent.  
——She did not confront Peter this time but told those 
standing near that Peter is, “one of them.”  
———Once again Peter denies Jesus.  
————No one even asked Peter this time.  They were 
just talking about Peter and once again Peter cracks.  
—————James Edwards said, “A change in place is 
no substitute for a change of heart.  Like a guilty 
conscience, the servant girl accuses Peter a second 
time.”  
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Peters first denial was in front of one person and now it 
is in front of many people.   
—As the sin is growing so are the witness to the sin.  
——Peter has yet another time to stand his ground and 
use that amazing will-power for Christ that Peter said he 
had.  
———He failed yet again and then bystanders again 
started to question him and Peter lost it.  
————Peter began to curse and swear and this 3rd 
denial was most likely this his loudest denial of Jesus.  
—————Sproul wrote, “It is ironic that Jesus was 
convicted of blasphemy, but in all probability the one 
who was committing the blasphemy was down in the 
courtyard—Simon Peter.”  

Peter had failed 3 time in the garden and now he had 
failed 3 times in the courtyard.   
—Peter the rock has been severely cracked.  
——Peter is in such a bad spot that he will not even 
mention Jesus name.  He calls Jesus, “this man.”  
———Peter has pushed away from Jesus so much that 
Peter will not even speak His name.  
————But why?  What causes Peter to pull away from 
Christ so quickly and drastically?  
—————The influence of the world, his sinful flesh, 
and maybe in the influence of the evil one cause Peter 
to turn his back on his savior.  
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The world, the sinful flesh, and Satan will try an get us to 
abandon Jesus much like Peter has done here.  
—READ: Colossians 2:8 (NAS):  8 See to it that no 
one takes you captive through philosophy and empty 
deception, according to the tradition of men, according 
to the elementary principles of the world, rather than 
according to Christ.
—READ: 1 John 2:15–17 (NAS):  15 Do not love the 
world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that 
is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the 
eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, 
but is from the world.  17 The world is passing away, and 
also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives 
forever.
—READ: James 4:4 (NAS): 4 You adulteresses, do you 
not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward 
God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the 
world makes himself an enemy of God.

 72 Immediately a rooster crowed a second time. 
And Peter remembered how Jesus had made the 
remark to him, “Before a rooster crows twice, you 
will deny Me three times.” And he began to weep.

Peter remember Jesus words and he was not only 
crushed but he was pulverized.   
—Akin wrote, “This broke him, and he, overwhelmed by 
this betrayal and cowardice, ‘began to weep.’”  
——We know from Lukes Gospel that at that moment 
Jesus turned and looked at Peter from where he was 
being held.  
———READ: Luke 22:61 (NAS): 61 The Lord turned 
and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the word of 
the Lord, how He had told him, “Before a rooster crows 
today, you will deny Me three times.”
————Sinclair Ferguson said, “That look was to be his 
salvation, for he saw in those eyes not condemnation 
but compassion.  That was the turning point in his 
life...Now, in this most painful and memorable of ways, 
Peter saw himself as he really was, repented, and was 
remade into the great apostle.”    
—————This is what Jesus does for each and 
everyone of us.  He take the crumbles of our broken 
lives and remakes us better than we once were.  
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READ: 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NAS):  17 Therefore if 
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things 
passed away; behold, new things have come. 
—READ: Titus 3:4–7 (NAS): kindness of God our 
Savior and His love for mankind appeared, 5 He saved 
us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in 
righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the 
washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 
6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus 
Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by His grace 
we would be made heirs according to the hope of 
eternal life.
—READ: Galatians 2:20 (NAS):  20 “I have been 
crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but 
Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the 
flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and 
gave Himself up for me.
——We are broken and need remaking.  Jesus is the 
only one who remakes us.  
———Just like the rock Peter we can attempt to be self-
dependent but we will still be crushed.  
————Kent Hughes wrote, “No disciple speaks as 
often as Peter.  No disciple was reproved like Peter was, 
and he is the only disciple who thought he could reprove 
the Lord!”  

The rock the chief priest was being crushed and 
crumbling as well but he will not be remade.   
—This is the sad reality of this life.  God gives us our 
time to come to Christ as that we can be made new in 
Him.  
——But many people choose the path of the chief priest; 
denying Jesus and never turning to Jesus for salvation. 
———READ: John 12:48 (NAS): 48 “He who rejects 
Me and does not receive My sayings, has one who 
judges him; the word I spoke is what will judge him at 
the last day.
————The chief priest and Peter are not rocks to build 
on because the crumble under pressure.  
—————They can not withstand the difficulties of this 
world.  
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Which brings me to the last rock; Jesus.   
—Hopefully, we can once again see how we need Jesus 
in our lives.  
——Jesus does everything right in these passages.  
———Hughes wrote, “Jesus,...knew that even perfect 
humanity apart from God the Father cannot succeed.  
Therefore, he lived in profound dependence upon the 
Father and remained the Rock!”  
————Recognizing our human weakness should push 
us to the dependency on God.  
—————READ: 2 Corinthians 12:9 (NAS):  9 And 
He has said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for 
power is perfected in weakness.” Most gladly, therefore, 
I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the 
power of Christ may dwell in me.
——————Hudson Taylor, was a missionary to China 
for 51 years in the late 1800-1900 said, “God chose me 
because I was weak enough.  He trains somebody to be 
quiet enough, and little enough, and then uses him.  As 
the beloved Vance Havner put it: ‘The Lord had the 
strength and I had the weakness, so we teamed up!  It 
was an unbeatable combination.” 
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