
The Great Confession

Scripture:

Announcements:
Scripture Reading:  

Last week we looked at the first part of Jesus illegal 
trial. 
—Investigated that they did probably 6 things illegal 
according to Jewish law and custom at the trial.  
——We also saw how the religious leaders were not 
putting Jesus on trial for the crime they have evidence 
that He committed.  
———They went out to try to find evidence of the crime 
after they had arrested Jesus.  
————They could not find any witnesses so they 
started openly accepting false witnesses and when the 
false witnesses didn’t work out; they attempted to testify 
falsely about Jesus.  
—————These was a lot about how the human 
condition is terminal in last weeks sermon but we also 
discussed how Jesus is the only cure from the 
destructive disease of the human condition.   
——————So we pick back up at this night trial where 
on one can speak against Jesus in a way that is 
condemning.  

Passage Begins 
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 60 The high priest stood up and came forward and 
questioned Jesus, saying, “Do You not answer? 
What is it that these men are testifying against 
You?”
 61 But He kept silent and did not answer. Again the 
high priest was questioning Him, and saying to Him, 
“Are You the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?”

The trial had not gone the way that they had wanted.  
—They finally got Jesus where they wanted Him and 
had a chance to get rid of Jesus and it was slipping 
through their fingers.  
——The high priest was at his end.     
———In a last ditch effort the high priest starts 
questioning Jesus.  
————There was no impartiality in this trial, everyone 
was against Jesus and there was no representation on 
Jesus side.  
—————The high priest stands up and questions 
Jesus. 
——————Jesus kept silent.  This fulfills the prophecy 
in Isaiah: READ:  Isaiah 53:7 (NAS): 7 He was 
oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He did not open His 
mouth; Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, And like a 
sheep that is silent before its shearers, So He did not 
open His mouth.
———————The high priest was not one who people 
did not answer.  When he spoke people answered.  He 
was a significant and powerful person by the worlds 
standards.  He got what he wanted when he wanted.  
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The human condition is to think one’s self more 
important than we really are.   
—READ: Philippians 2:3–4 (NAS):  3 Do nothing from 
selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind 
regard one another as more important than yourselves;
 4 do not merely look out for your own personal 
interests, but also for the interests of others.
—READ: Romans 12:3 (NAS): 3 For through the grace 
given to me I say to everyone among you not to think 
more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think 
so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to 
each a measure of faith.
——Jesus is more important than anything else that 
ever was, is, and will be; yet He laid down His life for 
others.  
———He came and humbled Himself not exalting 
Himself like humanity like to do.  
————READ: Philippians 2:5–8 (NAS):  5 Have this 
attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,
 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not 
regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but 
emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and 
being made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in 
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on 
a cross.
—————We can not fight the human condition on our 
own we need Jesus to help us to be humble.  It is not 
something you just decide to do but it is something 
Jesus transform us into.  
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 So the high priest tries again to get Jesus to respond.  
—He is waiting to twist anything that Jesus may say to 
build any kind of a case against Him.  
——The high priest ask essentially 3 things: 1. If Jesus 
is the Messiah. 2. If Jesus is the Son of God. 3. While 
asking if Jesus was the Son of God, the high priest is 
also asking if Jesus was God.   
———I want you to think about this for a moment here; 
James Edwards wrote, “The effect is to put christological 
(relaying who Jesus is in person, nature, and role) 
confession into the mouth of the hight priest!.....His 
(Jesus) arch-procsecutor confesses his name!  How 
ironic that in the Gospel of Mark the two most complete 
christological confessions from humans occur in the 
mouth of those responsible for Jesus’ death: the high 
priest (here) in 14:61 and the centurion at the cross in 
15:39.”  

So let look at these things the high priest asked Jesus:  
—1. Jesus the Messiah.  This this a title for the Anointed 
One of God.  God’s special choice.  The one who would 
bring salvation to humanity.  
——READ: John 14:6 (NAS):  6 Jesus *said to him, “I 
am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to 
the Father but through Me.
——READ: Acts 2:38 (NAS):  38 Peter said to them, 
“Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you 
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
——READ: Matthew 16:15–16 (NAS): said to them, 
“But who do you say that I am?”  16 Simon Peter 
answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.”
——READ: Acts 5:42 (NAS):  42 And every day, in the 
temple and from house to house, they kept right on 
teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.
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—2. Jesus is the Son of God:  
——READ: 1 John 5:20 (NAS):  20 And we know that 
the Son of God has come, and has given us 
understanding so that we may know Him who is true; 
and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. 
This is the true God and eternal life.
——READ: John 5:18 (NAS):  18 For this reason 
therefore the Jews were seeking all the more to kill Him, 
because He not only was breaking the Sabbath, but also 
was calling God His own Father, making Himself equal 
with God.
——READ: John 20:30–31 (NAS): 30 Therefore many 
other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the 
disciples, which are not written in this book;
 31 but these have been written so that you may believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 
believing you may have life in His name.
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—3. Jesus is God:  
——READ: John 10:30 (NAS): 30 “I and the Father 
are one.”
——READ: John 1:1 (NAS):  1 In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God.
——READ: John 20:28 (NAS): Thomas answered and 
said to Him, “My Lord and my God!”
——READ: Titus 2:11–14 (NAS):  11 For the grace of 
God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, 
12 instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly 
desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the 
present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and the 
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, 
Christ Jesus, 14 who gave Himself for us to redeem us 
from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a 
people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.
——READ: Colossians 2:6–9 (NAS):  6 Therefore as 
you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in 
Him, 7 having been firmly rooted and now being built up 
in Him and established in your faith, just as you were 
instructed, and overflowing with gratitude. 8 See to it 
that no one takes you captive through philosophy and 
empty deception, according to the tradition of men, 
according to the elementary principles of the world, 
rather than according to Christ.  9 For in Him all the 
fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form,
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Everything the high priest asked Jesus if He was; He 
actually was.   
—The name Blessed One in the Jewish tradition was 
they way they would says Yahweh without using the holy 
name.  
——If Jesus was the Son of the Blessed One (God) 
them He had to be God.  
———Anytime someone came to the realization that 
Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of God, and God Jesus 
told them to not tell.  
————This was part of God’s plan to send the 
Messiah and not announce it to the world but to show 
the world the Messiah.  
—————But, that time of keeping His identity a secret 
was over.  It was time for the Messiah to speak up.  

62 And Jesus said, “I am; and you shall see the Son 
of Man sitting at the right hand of Power, and 
coming with the clouds of heaven.”

The high priest asked Jesus this question and Jesus 
responds to the question with, “I am.”   
—This is what God told Moses His name was if the 
Israelites asked for God’s name.  
——Jesus, openly admitting that He is the Messiah, that 
He is the Son of God, and that He is God.
———Wow!  This would be one of my time machine 
moments that I would go back and see.  
————But Jesus does not stop there!  
—————Kent Hughes wrote, “It was both a 
confession and a terrible warning, alluding to three Old 
Testament messianic passages to tell them he was their 
coming Judge!”  
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Jesus said that they shall see the “Son of Man”—This is 
a title for the Messiah.   
——READ: Daniel 7:13 (NAS):  13 “I kept looking in the 
night visions, And behold, with the clouds of heaven One 
like a Son of Man was coming, And He came up to the 
Ancient of Days And was presented before Him.
———The Messiah will be seated at the right hand of 
“Power”—God.  This is granting the high position, it is 
the exalted side, and it belonged to the Messiah.    
————READ: Psalm 110:1 (NAS):  1 The Lord says 
to my Lord: “Sit at My right hand Until I make Your 
enemies a footstool for Your feet.”
—————Then Jesus said the Messiah will be coming 
with the clouds of heaven.  Jesus was saying that the 
Messiah will come triumphing over evil and all will see 
Him.  
——————READ: Isaiah 52:8 (NAS):  8 Listen! Your 
watchmen lift up their voices, They shout joyfully 
together; For they will see with their own eyes When the 
Lord restores Zion.

R. C. Sproul wrote, “Jesus was saying, essentially: ‘Yes, 
I am the Son of God.  I came from heaven and I am 
going back to heaven.  I am appointed to judge the 
earth.”   
—Hughes wrote, ““You are judging me, but I will judge 
you,” Jesus was saying.”  
—Akin wrote from Jesus perspective, “Today I stand 
before you, but there is coming a day when you will 
stand before Me in judgment!”  
——This should have been terrifying for the religious 
leaders.  
———The God of the universe said that He was coming 
to judge the very people that are putting Him on trial for 
being Himself.  
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 63 Tearing his clothes, the high priest *said, “What 
further need do we have of witnesses?
 64 “You have heard the blasphemy; how does it 
seem to you?” And they all condemned Him to be 
deserving of death.
 65 Some began to spit at Him, and to blindfold Him, 
and to beat Him with their fists, and to say to Him, 
“Prophesy!” And the officers received Him with 
slaps in the face.

The high priest lost it!   
—When someone tore their clothing like this it was 
because they had great grief or rage.  
——The high priest was not having grief but he was 
furious.  
———The high priest said Jesus comments are 
blasphemy.  This means that the high priest thought 
Jesus truth was actually reviling, malicious talk, or 
slandering God.  
————The religious leaders did not believe Jesus. 
—————Akin wrote, “As far as they are concerned, 
Jesus has condemned Himself with His own words.”  

They condemned the Messiah to death which had no 
Jewish legal foundation.   
—They need no witnesses, they did not need to follow 
the rules, and they did not need God for this ruling.  
——Then, from an illegal trial to shameful action; the 
people stated to spit on and hit Jesus.  
———This was all foreknown, READ: Isaiah 50:5–6 
(NAS):  5 The Lord God has opened My ear; And I was 
not disobedient Nor did I turn back.  6 I gave My back to 
those who strike Me, And My cheeks to those who pluck 
out the beard; I did not cover My face from humiliation 
and spitting.
————They did not see God right in front of them.  
—————They rejected His message, His gospel. 
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So many people in this world today reject the gospel and 
the truth of God.   
—This is a great mistake.  We need to see Jesus for 
who He really is.  
——The Savior of the world.  Unlike what the religious 
leaders thought, Jesus is the only way to have salvation.  
———It is not in working hard enough, or being moral 
enough, but about believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 
Son of God, and God.  
————Then it is living for Him while we are here on 
this earth.  
—————The religious leaders thought they could earn 
salvation and they were so focused on themselves they 
missed God.  

Are you so focused on something else that you are 
missing God?   
—Whatever is keeping you from Christ is your enemy 
and it needs to be removed from your life.  
——See Jesus for all He is and be in awe of His 
greatness and majesty and love.  

 
—
—
—
—
—
—
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