
Bad False Witnesses

Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

Last week we talked about Judas betraying Jesus.   
—We learned last week how the “religious leaders” were 
whipping people up into a riot instead of seeking out 
what God wanted.  
——We talked about how Jesus did the right thing as He 
was seeking to aline His will with the Fathers in the 
garden.  
———We saw the sinful state of humanity displayed in 
the religious leaders.  
————We spoke about how Judas came to Jesus in 
terms that were symbolized of knowing Jesus but yet 
Judas did not know Jesus.  
—————We also talked about not doing thing under 
our own initiative.   

Passage Begins 

Mark 14:53–59 (NAS): 53 They led Jesus away to the 
high priest; and all the chief priests and the elders 
and the scribes *gathered together.

After Jesus was arrested they led Him to the most 
important priest.   
—All the religious leaders came together to put the God 
of the universe on trial for.....well they don’t know what 
beside the fact that they did not like Him.  
——R. C. Sproul wrote, “It is unthinkable that the 
Messiah, the Ruler and Sustainer of the universe, 
should be subjected to a trial by mere men, but in the 
good providence of God, that is what occurred.”
———This was the plan of God in order that we would 
be able to have salvation.  
————John Piper said, “God planned out the worst 
thing that could ever happen and the best thing that 
could every happen, to happen at the same time.”  
—————Jesus, the Messiah, the Savior of the world, 
was put to death on a cross for crimes He did not 
commit but we actually committed.  This is the worst 
thing that has ever happened in the world.  
——————But in that, that is the best thing that has 
every happened because that proved a way for broken 
sinful humans to be made right with the God of the 
universe.  
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You want to know how this was part of God’s plan? 
—It tells us that the high priest, chief priests, elders, and 
the scribes came together and agreed on something.  
——These guys were professional arguers and they 
would argue with each other all the time.   
———Here they are, all of them came together in one 
night to accomplish something together and they agree 
on something.  
————This was a group of political men who were 
number at that time probably around 71. 
—————They came together under the cover of night.  

 54 Peter had followed Him at a distance, right into 
the courtyard of the high priest; and he was sitting 
with the officers and warming himself at the fire.

Peter after his ear chopping off experience did like the 
other disciples and fled.   
—But Peter was not going to run for long.  
——Peter follows the mob and those that had arrested 
Jesus but from a distance.  
———I know Peter made some really bad moves but 
you have to give him credit for this.  
————He walks into the courtyard where Jesus was 
going to be under trial and sit with the guards.  
—————This is a bold move as Peter has his ear to 
the street to find out what is happening but he could 
easily be spotted.  
——————Peter was still trying to make good on his 
promise to die before denying Jesus.  
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Mark is setting the stage as the narrative will shift to 
Peter in verse 66.   
—Peter put himself in harms way.  
——He was also very well know as he was the most 
outspoken one in the group. 
———Not to mention Peter cut a guys ear off moment 
before that.  
————And now, Peter trying to not be seen, stands 
super close the fire so that his face can be well lite up. 
—————So, the first application question is: are you 
following Jesus at a distance like Peter?  So that you 
remain safe?  Or do the people around you know that 
you are a Christian?   
——————Here is the second question: are you 
wanting to be safe like Peter and as Peter went to warm 
himself by the fire, are you wanting to comfortable in 
following Jesus at a distance?   

55 Now the chief priests and the whole Council kept 
trying to obtain testimony against Jesus to put Him 
to death, and they were not finding any.
 56 For many were giving false testimony against 
Him, but their testimony was not consistent.
 57 Some stood up and began to give false 
testimony against Him, saying,
 58 “We heard Him say, ‘I will destroy this temple 
made with hands, and in three days I will build 
another made without hands.’ ”
 59 Not even in this respect was their testimony 
consistent.

It was already past midnight and the Sanhedrin came 
together.  
—They took there place in elevated seats looking down 
on Jesus.  
——Sproul wrote, “This language indicates that the 
Jewish religious leaders were not on a truth-seeking 
mission.  They were not gathering facts.  The Greek 
implies that they were intentionally trying to find 
something by which they could convict Jesus of a capital 
offense.”  
———We know that from the account of Peter in the 
courtyard that Jesus was not taken to the normal 
meeting of the Sanhedrin.  
————They met at Caiaphas house.  The most 
powerful Jew in the land.  
—————This is the only instance where a trial was 
conducted at night which was illegal.  
——————Jewish law also said it was illegal to hold a 
trial on the Sabbath, a feast day, or the eve of the 
Sabbath or feast day.  This was violated as well. 
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Kent Hughes wrote, “Though the assembly had all the 
trapping of a legal proceeding, it was not legal.”  
—But these were not the only problems with this trial of 
Jesus.  
——When a capital case was brought to trial there had 
to be 2 eye witnesses to the crime.  
———Those eye witnesses testimonies need to agree 
with each other.  
————The passage tells us that they could find no 
one to give testimony against Jesus.  
—————READ: Deuteronomy 19:15 (NAS):  15 “A 
single witness shall not rise up against a man on 
account of any iniquity or any sin which he has 
committed; on the evidence of two or three witnesses a 
matter shall be confirmed.

So if they could not find someone to give testimony 
against Jesus they would accept false witnesses.   
—And yes, false witnesses go against the trial process 
too.  
——READ: Deuteronomy 19:16–17 (NAS):  16 “If a 
malicious witness rises up against a man to accuse him 
of wrongdoing, 17 then both the men who have the 
dispute shall stand before the Lord, before the priests 
and the judges who will be in office in those days.
———So they looked for anyone who would speak 
against Jesus weather it was true or not.  
————False witnesses that they should have 
punished for testifying falsely they did nothing about.  
—————What does your witness of Christ look like?  
——————Are you barring false witness about Christ 
like these at His trial?  Or are you....
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As READ:  Matthew 5:16 (NAS):  16 “Let your light 
shine before men in such a way that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.
—READ: Proverbs 14:25 (NAS): 25 A truthful witness 
saves lives, But he who utters lies is treacherous.
——We are to be witnesses for Christ to all people: 
READ: Acts 22:15 (NAS):  15 ‘For you will be a witness 
for Him to all men of what you have seen and heard.
———How’s your witness for Christ?  
————We can bear false witness about Christ to the 
world if we are not connected to Christ.  
—————If we are not spending time with Christ, if we 
are not desperate for Him, if we are not trying to know 
Him more and more, and if we are not in love with Him.  

The passage then says that some stood up to bare false 
witness against Jesus.  
—Can you guess who got sit at a meeting like this?  
——The wealthy, the important, the spiritual leaders, or 
the scholars were the people who got to sit.  
———So not only were the religious leaders not 
punishing false witnesses for baring false testimony but 
they joined them in baring false witness.  
————In joining the false witness they violated the 9th 
commandment: READ: Exodus 20:16 (NAS): You shall 
not bear false witness against your neighbor.
————How far these religious leaders had fallen.
—————Sin had blinded them so much that they 
embraced it to get what they wanted.  
——————Here is the human condition.  READ: 
Galatians 5:9 (NAS): 9 A little leaven leavens the whole 
lump of dough.
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So they took Jesus words out of context to try and fit 
their needs.   
—Jesus said in John: READ: John 2:19 (NAS): Jesus  
answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I 
will raise it up.”
——The religious leaders thought Jesus was talking 
about the actual temple but Jesus was talking about His 
body.  
———Jesus was foreshadowing His own death and 
resurrection.   
————READ: John 2:20–22 (NAS):  20 The Jews 
then said, “It took forty-six years to build this temple, and 
will You raise it up in three days?”  21 But He was 
speaking of the temple of His body.  22 So when He was 
raised from the dead, His disciples remembered that He 
said this; and they believed the Scripture and the word 
which Jesus had spoken.
—Hughes wrote, “Even though they had the best 
witnesses money could buy, those who lied without a 
twinge of conscience, the testimonies were not in 
harmony.  It is hard to lie in concert, much harder than 
telling the truth.”  
——Jesus had not said a word and was winning this 
court case.  
We must understand as we have seen the human 
condition on full display in this passage.    
—Humanity left on our own are hostile towards God.
——READ: Romans 8:6–8 (NAS): 6 For the mind set 
on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life 
and peace, 7 because the mind set on the flesh is 
hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the 
law of God, for it is not even able to do so, 8 and those 
who are in the flesh cannot please God.
———This is why we need Jesus in our lives so bad.  
————We need the love, mercy, and grace of God in 
our live and the Spirit drawling.  
—————READ: Romans 14:8 (NAS): the Lord, or if 
we die, we die for the Lord; therefore whether we live or 
die, we are the Lord’s.
—
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