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Last week we talked about Judas going to betray Jesus. 
—We focused on how Judas could do it.  
——The answer was that: in each and everyone of us is 
a tendency to sin.  
———We all have a flesh and if we give into that flesh 
then we end up betraying Jesus.  
—We also looked at why Judas betrayed Jesus. 
——The answer that was final brought out was that 
Judas did not think that Jesus was who He said He was. 
———Judas did not believe that Jesus was the Messiah 
and Judas did not believe that Jesus was God’s Son; so 
Judas turns Jesus in to the authorities to be punished.  

Passage Begins 
Mark 14:12–21 (NAS):  12 On the first day of 
Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb was 
being sacrificed, His disciples *said to Him, “Where 
do You want us to go and prepare for You to eat the 
Passover?”
 13 And He *sent two of His disciples and *said to 
them, “Go into the city, and a man will meet you 
carrying a pitcher of water; follow him;
 14 and wherever he enters, say to the owner of the 
house, ‘The Teacher says, “Where is My guest room 
in which I may eat the Passover with My 
disciples?” ’
 15 “And he himself will show you a large upper 
room furnished and ready; prepare for us there.”
 16 The disciples went out and came to the city, and 
found it just as He had told them; and they prepared 
the Passover.

So we pick back up with the narrative where Judas has 
agreed to betray Jesus, Mary has anointed Jesus, and 
we are in the last couple of days of passover.   
—The disciples want to know where they are going to 
have the passover.  
——As we see here Jesus give the disciples very 
detailed instructions on what they should do.  
———I think this passage is placed here for a very 
specific reason.  
————Many people in the world believe that God is 
not in control of all things because why would God miss 
the betrayal of Jesus?   
—————Some scholars believe that Jesus was a 
helpless victim of the betray, the trial, the punishment, 
and the cross.  
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This passage placed right after the passage of Judas 
betraying Jesus reveals that Jesus was not a helpless 
victim of all of this.   
—Jesus knew it was coming and Jesus walked right into 
the storm that was coming to Him. 
——Just before Jesus was arrested John’s gospel says, 
READ:  John 18:4 (NAS):  4 So Jesus, knowing all the 
things that were coming upon Him, went forth and *said 
to them, “Whom do you seek?”
——John once again tells us that Jesus knew who 
would betray Him: READ: John 13:11 (NAS): 11 For He 
knew the one who was betraying Him; for this reason He 
said, “Not all of you are clean.”
——As we have worked through the gospel of Mark, we 
have heard of at least 10 different places where Jesus 
talked about how He was going to die.  
———So Jesus was not a helpless victim, that these 
things just happened to Him.  

So, why would Jesus do it?  If He was not a helpless 
victim but He knew all the things that were coming; why 
would He allow them to happen?   
—Kent Hughes said, “In reality, Jesus wielded profound 
command from the very beginning of the final journey to 
the cross.”  
——As the disciples are looking for somewhere to 
celebrate the passover; to sacrifice the passover lamb.  
———What is the passover lamb?  
————The passover lamb was a specially selected 
lamb that would be sacrificed to remind the Israelites of 
how God had freed them from Egypt.  It’s blood was 
spread on the door post of the Israelites houses as a 
symbol of believe in God and a covering from divine 
judgment.  
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Jesus being betrayed, beaten, and killed on a cross was 
not to point us to remembrance of God freeing Israel 
from Egypt but to a new exodus/a new type of freedom 
in Jesus.   
—Jesus was specially selected.  He is the Son of God 
come down from His places in heaven to take on human 
flesh, He is the only one that can make peace between 
God and us, He was willing to die for you and me, to 
take our place where punishment should fall on us.  
——Why does Jesus allow His betrayal, His beatings, 
His humiliation, and His death?  
———So that He could be yours and my sacrifice.  
————If We believe Jesus is who He says He is and 
serve Him as He has called us to serve Him, then His 
sacrifice will cover us from divine judgement.  
—————READ: Philippians 2:5–8 (NAS):  5 Have 
this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ 
Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,
 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-
servant, and being made in the likeness of men.
 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled 
Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross.

So the detailed instruction Jesus give show us and the 
disciples that Jesus know what is going on and He is 
allowing it so we can be saved from our sins.   
—He tells the disciples that they will find a man carrying 
water in the city.  
——This is weird.  In the culture of Jesus day the men 
typically did not get the water.  
———Only the women would carry the waterpots.  
————So, Jesus did not just guess at this because 
this pretty much did not happen.  
—————The disciples were to follow this man with the 
waterpot and talk to the owner.  
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We find that they went out and found the man and talked 
to the owner and everything happened just as Jesus 
said it would.   
—The disciples did not know what was about to happen 
but Jesus did.  
——They thought they were going to celebrate a normal 
passover but Jesus knew a great one was unfolding.  
———John the Baptist called Jesus the Lamb:  READ:  
John 1:29 (NAS):  29 The next day he *saw Jesus 
coming to him and *said, “Behold, the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world! 
————Daniel Akin said, “Jesus is indeed this 
Passover Lamb, and He is in complete control of the 
events leading to His death.  The cross did not catch 
Him of guard.  No, it was a divine appointment 
scheduled.”

What do we take from this piece of passage?   
—How do we apply it to our lives?  
——Jesus was focused on His work for God, Jesus was 
dependent on God through it all, and Jesus was seeking 
God through the difficulties in His life.  
———We too should be focused on the work that God 
has us doing.        
————When life hits us hard we tend to go into limp 
mode (meaning: we only do what we have to do until we 
are out of the problem).
—————Jesus in His last day was work so hard—
preaching the gospel, teaching, offering isight into the 
kingdom of God, and much more. 
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We should be dependent on God because we can not 
do it on our own.
—We are not strong enough or smart enough to live this 
life without Christ.  
——We are too broken, to sinful, to distracted, and to 
influenced to be able to live this life for God without 
God’s help.  
———And He is willing to help.  
————Lastly, Jesus did not try to run from His difficult 
work like Jonah, but Jesus was seeking God through the 
difficulties of His life.
—————All of us know the pain of life, and we can 
either push God away or we can pull Him even closer.  
This is what Jesus does; He pulls God the Father closer 
in time of trouble

 17 When it was evening He *came with the twelve.
 18 As they were reclining at the table and eating, 
Jesus said, “Truly I say to you that one of you 
will betray Me—one who is eating with Me.”
 19 They began to be grieved and to say to Him one 
by one, “Surely not I?”
 20 And He said to them, “It is one of the twelve, one 
who dips with Me in the bowl.
 21 “For the Son of Man is to go just as it is written 
of Him; but woe to that man by whom the Son of 
Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that 
man if he had not been born.”

Jesus was not surprised by His betrayal but Jesus was 
heartbroken.    
—Jesus drops this news to the disciples as they are 
eating the passover meal.  This was a horrifying 
announcement.  
——Jesus tells them that one you who is close enough 
to dip their food in the bowl with Me, will betray Me.  
———READ: Psalm 41:9 (NAS): 9 Even my close 
friend in whom I trusted,Who ate my bread, Has lifted up 
his heel against me.
———One who is so close to Jesus; one of the trusted 
12 will sell Jesus out.  
————Jesus was heart broken, as He poured His 
heart into these disciples for 3 straight years.  

Eleven of the disciples were struck with grief and one 
with questions.     
—The disciples pleaded their case to Jesus telling Him 
that it would not be them.  
——And Judas began acting.  He played the role of 
loving disciple questioning who it was all the while 
knowing exactly it was him.  
———He probably has a ton of question running 
through his mind.  How did Jesus find out?  What does 
He know? Does Jesus know it is me?  

Scripture:

5



Then, Jesus says, “just as it is written of Him.” 
—R. C. Sproul said, “By saying this, Jesus was letting 
His shocked and sorrowful disciples know that events 
were playing out exactly as the Father had ordained 
them from the beginning of the world.” 
——Jesus calls our attention to the “Son of Man” who 
was to rule and establish an everlasting kingdom.  
———READ: Daniel 7:13–14 (NAS):  13 “I kept looking 
in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds of 
heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, And He 
came up to the Ancient of Days And was presented 
before Him. 14 “And to Him was given dominion, Glory 
and a kingdom, That all the peoples, nations and men of 
every language Might serve Him. His dominion is an 
everlasting dominion Which will not pass away; And His 
kingdom is one Which will not be destroyed.
————But then tells us that the Son of Man will suffer, 
be betrayed, and die.    

The fate of Judas was not a good one.   
—Those that don’t have a relationship with Christ, it 
would be better that they not be born then go to a place 
of eternal punishment.  
——It was not just the betrayal of Judas but it was the 
denial of Christ by Judas not for a moment like Peter but 
for a lifetime.  

The disciples asked the question: “surely not I?”  Surely 
I will not betray you Jesus?   
—But the betray of Jesus happens in each and 
everyone of us at some point.  
——The disciples did not hand Jesus over to the 
religious leaders like Judas but they did abandon Him to 
suffer and die alone.  
———We abandon Jesus every sin we commit. 
————Those that have Jesus as their Lord and Savior 
are not abandoned by Jesus.  
—————He offers us forgiveness and repentance, 
somethings that Judas never sought after.  
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We need to be like Jesus focusing on the work God has 
for us,  be dependent on God always, and seek Him in 
the sunshine and the storms of this life.  
—When we fall to sin we need to turn back to Christ 
quick and run from sin.  
——But first we need to know Christ.  We need to know 
that Jesus is who He says He is.  
———Jesus is God, the savior of the world, the One 
who hold the keys to the kingdom of heaven, the great 
conquering king, and the One who loves each and 
everyone of us.  
—
—
—
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