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Last week we talked about Mary pouring a costly bottle 
of perfume on Jesus.   
—We spent time looking at Mary’s devotion and love for 
Jesus Christ the savior or the world.  
——Her actions were to bring honor to Jesus and when 
she used her hair to whip Jesus feet; she was laying her 
glory at the feet of Jesus.  
———She was using her glory for the Lord.  
————We also talked about the response of some 
that were there.   
—————They saw it as a waste of a costly position 
that could have been used somewhere else in ministry. 
——————But Jesus defends her and knowing her 
heart and her dedication to Him.  
So we pick the narrative back up just after this moment. 
—Judas was the one who asked in Mark 14:4-“why was 
this ointment wasted?”  
——So we pick with Judas leaving after the meal and 
heading to a secret meeting that he set up.  
———In this passage we will see the human condition 
in Judas in contrast with the perfection of Christ.   

Passage Begins 

Mark 14:10–11 (NAS):  10 Then Judas Iscariot, who 
was one of the twelve, went off to the chief priests in 
order to betray Him to them.
 11 They were glad when they heard this, and 
promised to give him money. And he began seeking 
how to betray Him at an opportune time.

Judas goes to his secret meeting to talk with the chief 
priest so that he could betray Jesus.   
—We have to remember that the religious leaders in 
Jesus day were constantly trying to get rid of Jesus. 
——In chapter 13 of Mark they all took their turns in 
trying to trip Jesus up with the most difficult doctrinal or 
theological question of their day.  
———Even in the beginning of this chapter we read 
that, “chief priests and the scribes were seeking how to 
arrest him by stealth and kill him.”  
————The difficulties, Jesus had with the religious 
leaders was a constant theme throughout the gospels.  
—————So, the religious leaders were seeking a way 
to kill, destroy, discredit, and get rid of Jesus; well Judas 
gives them a way.  
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I think there are 2 questions we as believers ask when 
we think about the betray of Jesus.   
—The first question is: how?  How could Judas betray 
Jesus?  
——Judas lived almost every moment of his life for 3 
years with Jesus.  
———Judas spent countless hours listening to Jesus 
teach.  He saw Jesus heal people, do miracles, cast out 
demons, and raise people from the dead.   
————How could Judas do this?  
—————Then we so easily say, “I would never do 
that.”  

But we must be careful because how Judas betrayed 
Jesus, lives in each and everyone of us.   
—We all have a sinful nature that fights to come out in 
each and everyone of us.  
——READ: Psalm 51:5 (NAS):  5 Behold, I was brought 
forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother conceived me.
——READ: Romans 5:12 (NAS):  12 Therefore, just as 
through one man sin entered into the world, and death 
through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all 
sinned—
———Sin came to all humanity through the sin in the 
garden of eden, so we all have the potential to betray 
the God of the universe and we all have betrayed the 
God of the universe.  
————READ: Romans 7:19 (NAS):  19 For the good 
that I want, I do not do, but I practice the very evil that I 
do not want.
—————When we give in to sinful desires, when we 
embrace what the flesh wants, we betray Jesus for idols; 
we take Jesus from His place on high, His rightful place 
in our hearts, and cast Him aside for momentary feelings  
of gratification.  
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Another question that we have to ask about Judas 
betraying Jesus is: why?   
—Why would Judas, after all he saw Jesus do, betray 
Jesus?  
——Well, there are 3 answers that I could come up with.  
———1. Judas did it for the money.  
————Judas was probably the one in charge of the 
money of the ministry as they were going around 
feeding people and trying to move from place to place.  
—————Judas would find out really quick that there is 
not a lot of money in ministry done the right way.  

So, one possible answer to the why question is that 
Judas wanted money, he wanted stuff, or he wanted the 
normal type of life.   
—Judas might have wanted the white picket fence, the 2 
cars in the driveway, the 2 1/2 kids, and dog and cat.  
——READ: Matthew 26:14–15 (NAS): 14 Then one of 
the twelve, named Judas Iscariot, went to the chief 
priests 15 and said, “What are you willing to give me to 
betray Him to you?” And they weighed out thirty pieces 
of silver to him.
———The problem with this, is that, Judas getting 
something for betray Jesus was add bonus, to a mind 
that was already made up.  
————I do this all the time with my son.  “Hudson you 
want a treat?”  (I am already going to give him a treat).  
“Yeah dadda!”  “Okay can you pick up some of your toys 
and I will give you one.”  
—————Judas had already scheduled the meeting, 
gone to the meeting, and made up his mind to betray 
Jesus and adds on a bonus to it.  
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A second possible reason why, Judas betrayed Jesus is: 
that Judas was jealous or mad at Jesus.    
—As we looked at last week, Judas was the one who 
spoke up about Mary wasting the perfume by pouring it 
on Jesus.   
——It also told us that Judas lead the group in scolding 
Mary.  
———Then we find that Jesus comes to Mary’s 
defense.  
————Jesus calls Judas and company on the carpet 
about their incorrect assessment of what is going on.   
—————So, Judas could have acted in anger, making 
a meeting and setting up the betrayal.  But if he was just 
made he would have probably calmed down and not 
actually followed through with the betray plan. 

Was Judas just jealous of Jesus and that is why he 
betrayed Jesus?   
—Jesus did get a lot of attention as He was doing 
ministry.  
——READ: James 3:16 (NAS):  16 For where jealousy 
and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every 
evil thing.
——READ: James 4:2–3 (NAS):  2 You lust and do not 
have; so you commit murder. You are envious and 
cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel. You do not have 
because you do not ask.
 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask with 
wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your 
pleasures.
———This could be Judas.  He is selfish, disordered, 
lusting after what he does not have so he plans a 
murder, he is quarrelsome, and motivated by his own 
pleasures.   
————But once again, I believe that being mad at 
Jesus or being jealous of Jesus is an effect of the real 
reason that Judas betrayed Jesus.  

Scripture:

4



The last possible reason that Judas betrayed Jesus was 
that Judas made his mind up about Jesus.
—What I mean is that Judas had after 3 years decided 
who he thought Jesus really was.  
——Judas did not see Jesus as who Jesus says He is.  
That is why Judas betrayed Him.  
———The word betrayed means, “to hand over a 
person either guilty or not guilty to be punished.  
————Judas was ready to hand Jesus over to the 
rulers to be punished.  
—————He had spent 3 years watching Jesus, 
listening to Jesus, spending every moment with Jesus, 
and he, finally decided where he stands with Jesus.  

To Judas, Jesus was not the Messiah. He was not the 
one that would come and build the kingdom of God up 
again.   
—Judas has done like much of the world does.  Hear 
the word of God, the truth of the Bible and rejected it.  
——READ: 1 Peter 2:4–5 (NAS): And coming to Him as 
to a living stone which has been rejected by men, but is 
choice and precious in the sight of God, 5 you also, as 
living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a 
holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable 
to God through Jesus Christ.
———The human condition is to reject God and His 
savior Jesus.  
————Judas went after another way to have 
salvation.  
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The problem is, that only through Christ can we be 
saved.   
—There is northing we can do to be saved a part from 
Christ.  
——READ: Acts 4:12 (NAS):  12 “And there is salvation 
in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven 
that has been given among men by which we must be 
saved.”
——READ: John 14:6 (NAS):  6 Jesus *said to him, “I 
am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to 
the Father but through Me.
—Jesus is the only way to have salvation, He is the only 
way to the God the Father, and we are all faced with 
seeing Jesus for who He truly is, or for seeing Him like 
Judas.  

Daniel Akin wrote, “He (Judas) was so close to Jesus 
yet he missed Him.”
—The gospel of Luke tells us: READ: Luke 22:3–4 
(NAS):  3 And Satan entered into Judas who was called 
Iscariot, belonging to the number of the twelve.
 4 And he went away and discussed with the chief 
priests and officers how he might betray Him to them.
——So, Judas listened to Satan over Jesus.
———John Calvin wrote, “But Luke means, that he was 
at that time wholly given up to Satan, so that, like a 
desperate man, he violently sought his destruction.” 
— ———Judas made the freewill choice to listen to 
Satan, and sinful desire instead of Jesus.  
———R. C. Sproul wrote, “He would commit 
premeditated treason against the King of kings.  This 
treason was in his heart as he broke bread with the 
Lord.”  
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We then need to look at the response of the religious 
leaders when they found that Judas would betray 
Jesus. 
—“They were glad when they heard this.”  Meaning they 
rejoiced, they were so happy, they were merry when 
they heard their problem was going to fixed.  
——They rejoiced over being able to kill and destroy an 
image bearer of God.  
———Judas and the religious leaders hearts are really 
lining up together.  
————They were living by the flesh yet they were all 
in places that they should have been living for God. 
—————READ: Galatians 5:19–21 (NAS):  19 Now 
the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, 
impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, 
jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, 
factions, 21 envying, drunkenness, carousing, and 
things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have 
forewarned you, that those who practice such things will 
not inherit the kingdom of God.

They promised to give Judas 30 pieces of silver which 
Judas agreed to.     
—READ: Matthew 26:15 (NAS):  15 and said, “What 
are you willing to give me to betray Him to you?” And 
they weighed out thirty pieces of silver to him.
——30 pieces of silver was the value of a slave who 
was killed by an ox.
———READ: Exodus 21:32 (NAS): 32 “If the ox gores 
a male or female slave, the owner shall give his or her 
master thirty shekels of silver, and the ox shall be 
stoned.
————Akin wrote, “That Jesus is lightly esteemed is 
reflected not only in his betrayal but in the low sum 
agreed on by Judas and the chief priest.”  
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Then the passage tells us that Judas did not simply say 
he would betray Jesus but he would do it with stealth 
like the religious leaders wanted.   
—He looked for a way to have this betray done so he 
would not be inconvenienced and the religious leaders 
would be comfortable.  
——He went out of his way to make this betray happen.  
———It was not accident, it was on purpose, 
premeditated betrayal.  

So, what do we learn from this passage?   
—Humanity is severely broken and need Jesus the 
savior to fix us.  
——Also, we have to opportunities everyday to choose 
Christ or to choose self.  Which do you choose most 
often?  
———We have to make a decision on who we think that 
Jesus is.  
—
—
—

 
—
—
—
—
—
—
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