
She Did What?

Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  
So last week we finished up Jesus talking about the end 
times.   
—Jesus told of the end using 2 different parables.  
——Telling that the signs will happen to let us know that the 
time is near but no one will know when He is going to come 
back.  
———We talked about in the winter of life we look like the 
trees in the winter in Louisville and we we may feel like these 
trees as well but Jesus will make us full and lush again, if we 
believe in Him.   
————We learned that the new way of Christians life is to 
encounter difficulties but that we have a rock we can lean on 
that will not change, Jesus Christ.  
—————Lastly, we talked about how we need to be ready, 
on the alert, and not sleeping in our work for Christ.  
——————

Passage Begins 

Mark 14:1–9 (NAS):  1 Now the Passover and 
Unleavened Bread were two days away; and the 
chief priests and the scribes were seeking how to 
seize Him by stealth and kill Him;
 2 for they were saying, “Not during the festival, 
otherwise there might be a riot of the people.”

So it was the time of the Passover and it can be a bit hard to 
understand when it come to the passover for us the readers. 
—The passover was the Jewish independence.  It was the 
day they celebrated leaving Egypt.  
——The Passover celebration was supposed to be a 
celebration of thankfulness to God. 
———It was to remember the power and might of God but 
also the way that God got them set free.  
————The Israelites would sacrifice a lamb and wipe the 
blood on the door post to remember the way they did it in 
Egypt.  
—————They would eat unleavened bread just as they 
would do when they were leaving Egypt.  They would 
celebrate with bitter herbs and would remind them of 
bitterness of bondage.  
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God has a certain way of doing things that is not mans 
ways. 
—God had brought Israel out of Egypt in an unconventional 
way.  
——God often works in unconventional way, ways that we 
do not expect Him to work.  
———This is why Israel missed the Messiah who was 
among them.   
————Here they are celebrating the unconventional way 
that God brought them out of Egypt and they don’t see 
Jesus, the unconventional way that God will bring salvation 
to the world.  
—————In fact they are looking how to kill the savior of 
the world instead of focusing on God.  

The religious leaders of Jesus day were thinking about how 
they as one translation said, “were going to destroy Him.”   
—They wanted Him arrested and killed.  They had such a 
hatred for Jesus that it was consuming their minds, time, and 
efforts.  
——We must remember the way that Jesus had called out 
the religious leaders and responded to each and every one 
of their question.  
———They were ready for Jesus to be gone and not have to 
deal with Him anymore.  
————They really hated Jesus and it was a sinful hatred 
for Jesus. 
—————READ: Matthew 15:19–20 (NAS):  19 “For out of 
the heart come evil thoughts, murders, 
adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders.
 20 “These are the things which defile the man; but to eat 
with unwashed hands does not defile the man.”
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They did not want to take Jesus out until after the festival.  
Why?   
—Well, Jesus had become very popular with the people and 
they were not sure what the crowd would have done.  
——The passover celebration was a entire week long and 
the unleavened bread Feast was a couple days at the end of 
the passover.  
———So there fear of what the people would do is what 
stopped them from doing what they would say is, “God’s 
work.”  
————The religious leaders were scared fo what the 
people think.  
—————Oddly, enough this is what we see in pastors 
seeking popularity and fame.  Name it and claim it pastors 
fear humans.  
——————We should fear God and proclaim the truth 
even if it is convicting and not popular.   
———————READ: 2 Timothy 4:2–4 (NAS):  2 preach 
the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction. 3 For the 
time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but 
wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for 
themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, 4 
and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside 
to myths.

When thinking about the religious leaders and their hearts I 
can not help but think of Cain.   
—We see the religious leaders acting like Cain as Jesus 
sacrifice was much much better than theirs.  
——So instead of working hard and making changes to 
themselves they just have to go a remove the other person 
so they look good still.  
———We must seek God with all of us so that we do not 
become like religious leaders and like Cain who were 
comfortable with giving God okay.  
————When the truth was shown to them, for Cain that 
was the better offering of his brother and for the religious 
leaders it was Jesus’ teaching and life, they found it easier to 
get rid of the truth than to change their lives.  
—————We can not just get rid of the truth.  When the 
truth hits us in the face we need to make life changes, in 
behavior and heart changes.   
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 3 While He was in Bethany at the home of Simon the 
leper, and reclining at the table, there came a woman 
with an alabaster vial of very costly perfume of pure 
nard; and she broke the vial and poured it over His 
head.
 4 But some were indignantly remarking to one 
another, “Why has this perfume been wasted?
 5 “For this perfume might have been sold for over 
three hundred denarii, and the money given to the 
poor.” And they were scolding her.
 6 But Jesus said, “Let her alone; why do you bother 
her? She has done a good deed to Me.
 7 “For you always have the poor with you, and 
whenever you wish you can do good to them; but 
you do not always have Me.
 8 “She has done what she could; she has anointed 
My body beforehand for the burial.
 9 “Truly I say to you, wherever the gospel is 
preached in the whole world, what this woman has 
done will also be spoken of in memory of her.”

Here the scene shifts and Jesus and the disciples are at 
Simon the lepers house.   
—Simon was probably a man that Jesus had healed and 
was offering Jesus a meal to thank Him for giving his life 
back to Him.  
——The passage tells us that Jesus was reclining at the 
table.  
———This was a typical posture for eating a meal together.  
They would half lay down while they ate.  
————This is probably a moment where Jesus is resting 
and relaxing from difficult days of ministry. 
—————This was supposed to be a tension free moment 
for Jesus.  He was surrounded by people who were 
supposed to love Him.   
——————Jesus was preparing for the difficult road 
ahead.

As Jesus sits, probably explaining some of His teaching to 
the disciples a woman walks in, breaks a bottle of perfume 
and pours it on Jesus.   
—This woman we find out is Mary the sister of Martha.
——READ: John 12:1–2 (NAS):  2 So they made Him a 
supper there, and Martha was serving; but Lazarus was one 
of those reclining at the table with Him.  3 Mary then took a 
pound of very costly perfume of pure nard, and anointed the 
feet of Jesus and wiped His feet with her hair; and the house 
was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.
———This perfume she poured on Him would have been a 
strong sweet smell and this bottle would have been very 
expensive.  
————She would have had to break the bottle neck to 
open the bottle as the perfume would have been sealed 
inside it.  
—————John tells us that she poured it on Jesus head 
and also on His feet.  
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Feet in their culture were nasty.  The foot washer was the 
lowest position that one could have.   
—They wore sandals and walked on dirty roads that animals 
walked on to and I will leave it there for your imagination.  
——She also used her hair to wipe the oil from His feet.  
———A woman’s hair was her glory in Jesus day.  But Mary 
cast her glory in the feet of Jesus and uses it to serve Jesus.  
————Oh if we as Christians would cast our glory at the 
feet of Jesus and serve Him with it.  
—————READ: 1 Corinthians 10:31 (NAS):  31 Whether, 
then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory 
of God.

Also, this is out of the cultural norm for Mary to do this.   
—A women would not typically approach men eating a meal 
unless to serve the meal.   
——So as she was doing what she was doing, all eyes 
would have been on her wondering what she was doing.  
———Mary did not care about the cultural norm of the day, 
she was going to do this amazing thing for Jesus.  
————This was a display of intense devotion to Jesus that 
Mary declares before all who were there.   

They we see those in the room watching became indignant.  
—This means that they were anger or irate with where.  
——This group seems to be lead by Judas as John’s gospel 
tell us READ: John 12:4–5 (NAS):  4 But Judas Iscariot, one 
of His disciples, who was intending to betray Him, *said,
 5 “Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii 
and given to poor people?”
———Judas lead the charge but the passage tells us some 
were indignant.  
————They were furious with Mary for doing this and 
believe that she had wasted this costly possession. 
—————Those that were mad saw that this could have 
been sold for an entire years wages.  
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The problem is that when those that were anger demeaned 
this woman they also demeaned Jesus.   
—Saying that she has wasted this on Jesus is saying that 
Jesus was not worth having this great gift given to Him.  
——It was also normal to give gifts to the poor on the 
Sabbath and this would have made an amazing gift for the 
poor on the Sabbath.   
———Probably the worst problem is that they thought they 
knew the mind of Jesus.  
————They had the master there with them and they 
responded before He did.  
—————They were greatly mistaken.  

They were filled with self-righteous pride.   
—They did not wait to see what Jesus would say because 
they thought they knew better than Jesus did. 
——READ: Matthew 10:24 (NAS):  24 “A disciple is not 
above his teacher, nor a slave above his master.
——READ: Luke 6:40 (NAS):  40 “A pupil is not above his 
teacher; but everyone, after he has been fully trained, will be 
like his teacher.
——Or even worse they were trying to get brownie point for 
be so “right minded.”
———READ:  Matthew 6:1 (NAS):  1 “Beware of practicing 
your righteousness before men to be noticed by them; 
otherwise you have no reward with your Father who is in 
heaven.

John Calvin wrote, “Let us know, therefore, that we act 
improperly, when we form our opinion without paying regard 
to the word of God.”   
—if you are a follower of Christ you have an obligation to 
think, acted, and be like Christ following the word of God.  
——READ: Romans 14:7–8 (NAS):  7 For not one of us 
lives for himself, and not one dies for himself; 8 for if we live, 
we live for the Lord, or if we die, we die for the Lord; 
therefore whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s.
———We see how their anger with Mary is very similar with 
the religious leaders anger with Jesus.  
————This anger took them away from Christ not towards 
Him.  

Scripture:

6



As mary has to endure the harsh words of those that were 
anger I believe they did not affect her in the slightest.   
—2 of the commentators I read said, “how humiliating for 
Mary,” or, “poor Mary.”  I don’t think she was really giving 
them sway in her action.  
——READ: Galatians 1:10 (NAS):  10 For am I now 
seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to 
please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not 
be a bond-servant of Christ.
———Mary had a devotion to Christ that would not be 
swayed by these angry men.  
————The question is, how is your devotion?  
—————George Whitefield, a great evangelist said, “Oh 
for a thousand lives to be spent in service for Christ!”  The 
harsh reality of it is that we get one life to spend for Christ.  
How are you spending yours?  

 3 While He was in Bethany at the home of Simon the 
leper, and reclining at the table, there came a woman 
with an alabaster vial of very costly perfume of pure 
nard; and she broke the vial and poured it over His 
head.
 4 But some were indignantly remarking to one 
another, “Why has this perfume been wasted?
 5 “For this perfume might have been sold for over 
three hundred denarii, and the money given to the 
poor.” And they were scolding her.
 6 But Jesus said, “Let her alone; why do you bother 
her? She has done a good deed to Me.
 7 “For you always have the poor with you, and 
whenever you wish you can do good to them; but 
you do not always have Me.
 8 “She has done what she could; she has anointed 
My body beforehand for the burial.
 9 “Truly I say to you, wherever the gospel is 
preached in the whole world, what this woman has 
done will also be spoken of in memory of her.”

Jesus then steps in and gives His defense of Mary in verses 
6-9.   
—Jesus tells us that she has done a good deed of a 
beautiful things.  Why is it a beautiful things?  
——Jesus saw the motive of her action.  He saw the love 
that she had for Him, the devotion that she had.  
———This thing of perfume was of great cost, a years worth 
of wages, other commentators said it was probably a family 
heirloom.  
————But Mary held nothing back, she gave everything 
for Christ, she used her hair to wipe Jesus feet.  Holding 
back was not on her radar.  
—————READ: Psalm 37:5–8 (NAS):  5 Commit your 
way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, and He will do it.  6 He 
will bring forth your righteousness as the light And your 
judgment as the noonday.  7 Rest in the Lord and wait 
patiently for Him; Do not fret because of him who prospers in 
his way, Because of the man who carries out wicked 
schemes.  8 Cease from anger and forsake wrath; Do not 
fret; it leads only to evildoing.
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Her pouring this on Jesus was also beautiful because the 
prophetic and symbolic significance.    
—She did not know it, the disciples should have know it, but 
Jesus would die without being prepared properly for burial.  
——This would be the only anointing Jesus would get.  
———Jesus does not make an anti poor helping comment 
but what He was saying is, “I am not going to be here much 
longer.  Remember?  I have told you like 10 times already.
————Daniel Akin wrote, “The opportunity to show Him 
this kind of personal love and affection would soon be gone.  
Further, Jesus is God, and the first of the great commands 
always trumps the second.”  
—————What Akin is talking about is: READ: Mark 
12:30–31 (NAS):  30 and you shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind, and with all your strength.’
 31 “The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than 
these.”

In conclusion, what mary has done will be remember for all 
time.  
—Mary acted out of love for Christ.  Will you act out of love 
for Christ?  
——For whatever reason it become easy for us to not act for 
Christ.  
———Mary acted not out of practicality but devotion to 
Christ.  
————Do we act out of devotion to Christ even when the 
business of life is all around us?  
—————Her story is part of the gospel (the good news of 
Jesus Christ) because true love and devotion to Christ.  
——————Is your life story intertwined with the gospel? 

 
—
—
—
—
—
—
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