
Alining of Wills

Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

Last week we looked at Jesus praising God even though 
His betray, beating, death, and resurrection was to 
happen soon.   
—Jesus predicts the disciples will all walk away from 
Him and abandoned Him yet He still will pursue them.  
——We learned that pride will contradict what Jesus 
says.   
———Pride will lead to sin. 
————We learned that we cannot over estimate 
ourselves and that we are not good on our own.  

This week we will see Jesus just before He has to 
endure the most difficult trial in His life, seek God the 
Father.  

Passage Begins 

Mark 14:32–42 (NAS):  32 They *came to a place 
named Gethsemane; and He *said to His disciples, 
“Sit here until I have prayed.”
 33 And He *took with Him Peter and James and 
John, and began to be very distressed and troubled.
 34 And He *said to them, “My soul is deeply grieved 
to the point of death; remain here and keep watch.”

Jesus knew that the time was very near to what was 
about to happen.   
—The weight of what was about to happen had started 
to press on Him.  
——They went to Gethsemane with means oil press.   
———Jesus leave the majority of the disciples near the 
entrance but He gives them one command.  Pray.   
————The disciples are going to need to pray as they 
will be challenged for the next couple days.  
—————They will encounter storms of this life like 
they have never encounter before.  
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Paul Miller wrote a book called the Praying Life and it is 
one the best book I have ever read on pray.   
—But one thing Paul Miller points out is that when we 
are self dependent we will not pray; Miller wrote, “Our 
trust in ourselves and in our talents make us structurally 
independent of God.  As a result, exhortations pray don’t 
stick.”  
——What Miller is saying is that when pastor Jeremy 
tells you that you need to pray, seek out God, talk to 
God it does not happen because your trust is in yourself 
dependence.  
———READ: 1 Thessalonians 5:17 (NAS):  17 pray 
without ceasing;
————Show your dependency on God by praying to 
Him.  
—————Miller also wrote, “Prayer is simply the 
medium through which we experience and connect to 
God.”  
——————Self dependency means not experience 
and connecting with God on any kind of regular basis.  
Jesus tells the disciples to pray; be reliant on God in this 
time.   
—READ: Psalm 50:15 (NAS):  15 Call upon Me in the 
day of trouble; I shall rescue you, and you will honor 
Me.”
——Jesus has just told these men that they will fall 
away.  Maybe they should be praying that they do not.  
———READ: Ephesians 6:18 (NAS):  18 With all 
prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and 
with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance 
and petition for all the saints,
————Christians should be know by our love but we 
should also be know by our prayer.  
—————Speak to God often not because I tell you to, 
not because God needs you to, but because you need 
to.  
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Jesus takes 3 disciples with Him further.   
—But Jesus becomes “greatly distressed and troubled.”  
——What does that mean?  This means that Jesus was 
astounded, horrified, alarmed, overwhelmed, or amazed 
in the bad way.  
———But why was Jesus so distressed? 
————Daniel Akin wrote, “Nothing in all the Bible 
compares to Jesus’ agony and anguish in Gethsemane
—neither the laments of the Psalms, nor the broken 
heart of Abraham as he prepared to sacrifice his son 
Isaac,  nor David’s grief at the death of his son 
Absalom.”  
—————Jesus knew that the cross was coming and 
what it meant but in this moment here, Jesus looked at 
the weight of what was coming and was astonished and 
horrified at what was coming His way.  

Jesus tells the disciples that His “soul is very sorrowful, 
even to death.”   
—This moment in Jesus life helps us see His historical 
Character.  
——Jesus was not as the Gnostics or others believe to 
just a spirit or phantom.
———We see that Jesus reveals His fearfulness 
knowing what is coming to Him.  He know the judgment 
that He must bear for your and my sake.    
————Jesus will take the punishment of every sin on 
Himself.  Feeling the separation from the Father as 
punishment falls on Christ for our behalf.  
—————Jesus essence of life; meaning His thinking, 
will, feelings, inner self, mind, heart, being, and life was 
extremely afflicted.  
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Jesus brought James, John, and Peter who boasted that 
their will power was stronger that Jesus knew.   
—James and John wanted the seats at Jesus right and 
left and Jesus asked if they could endure the cup Jesus 
was going to have to drink; they responded: READ:  
Mark 10:39 (NAS): They said to Him, “We are able.” 
And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you shall 
drink; and you shall be baptized with the baptism with 
which I am baptized.
—And Peter when Jesus told him that he would betray 
Jesus insisted he would not; READ: Mark 14:31 (NAS):  
31 But Peter kept saying insistently, “Even if I have to 
die with You, I will not deny You!” And they all were 
saying the same thing also.
——Matthew Henry wrote, “Three competent witness of 
this part of his (Jesus) humiliation....he (Jesus) was not 
ashamed that they should see.....Christ takes them to 
stand by, and see what a struggle he had with the 
bloody baptism and the bitter cup, to convince them that 
they knew not what they said.”  
———Jesus even in one the most difficult moments of 
His earthly life wanted the disciples to learn.  
————Jesus told the disciples to watch.  He wanted 
them to see the battle.  

If they would have watched they would have seen Jesus 
fighting as Kent Hughes wrote, “Jesus desired so much 
that they learn from him that in the midst of his 
unparalleled agony.”   
—Jesus was showing the disciples and us the proper 
response to massive difficulty and trails in our lives.   
——Jesus tell the disciples to “watch.”
———Which means: stay awake, be in continuous 
readiness and alert, be vigilant, be alive, and to rise up.  
————We should also watch and learn from God. 
—————READ: 1 Corinthians 16:13–14 (NAS):  
13 Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, 
be strong.  14 Let all that you do be done in love
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 35 And He went a little beyond them, and fell to the 
ground and began to pray that if it were possible, 
the hour might pass Him by.
 36 And He was saying, “Abba! Father! All things are 
possible for You; remove this cup from Me; yet not 
what I will, but what You will.”

So what is the appropriate response to massive 
difficulties and trial in our lives?     
—Jesus teaches us—He fell to the ground and prayed.  
——This fell can be translated: prostrated or bowed 
down.  
———So Jesus comes to the Father and talks with Him.  
————Jesus asked if this could be taken from Him.  
—————How could Jesus ask this?  Why would 
Jesus ask this?  
——————If He is God then He knew that this was 
what had to happen.  
Jesus was truly God and man.  As man He had a will 
that He had to conform to the Fathers will.   
—Hughes wrote, “His prayer was not to do something 
other than the Father’s will, but he did pray that if there 
was a possibility of fulfilling his messianic mission 
without the cross, he would opt for that.”  
——Even though Jesus looked into the cup that He 
must bear and was distressed, it was still not about what 
Jesus wanted but about what God wanted.   
——READ: 2 Corinthians 5:21 (NAS): He made Him 
who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we 
might become the righteousness of God in Him.
———It was not the pain of the cross or the physical 
beating that is what got Jesus distressed but knowing 
the abandonment and separation from His Father is 
what brought Jesus to His knees.  
————Jesus dreaded the thought of being separate 
from the Father but often time we are all to okay with not 
being connected to the Father.    
—————We often forget to pray or forget to study the 
scripture to know God more and more.  
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If Jesus is the good example for responding right to 
difficulties and trial, who is the bad example?    
—Well, Elijah is that man.  Elijah just watched God 
defeat the prophets of Baal and Jezebel came after 
Elijah.  
——Elijah had made it through one storm in life and 
then he was being hunted by Jezebel.  He ran from her.  
———Then he does this; READ: 1 Kings 19:4 (NAS): 4 
But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, 
and came and sat down under a juniper tree; and he 
requested for himself that he might die, and said, “It is 
enough; now, O Lord, take my life, for I am not better 
than my fathers.”
————Elijah thought his job was done.  He was tired 
of the fight and the trials.  
—————Instead of seeking God like Jesus Elijah ran, 
hid, and asked to die.  

In the troubling time we have to rely and seek the 
strength of God.   
—READ: 2 Corinthians 4:16–18 (NAS):  16 Therefore 
we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is 
decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by 
day.  17 For momentary, light affliction is producing for 
us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, 
18 while we look not at the things which are seen, but at 
the things which are not seen; for the things which are 
seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are 
eternal.
—READ: Psalm 62:8 (NAS): Trust in Him at all times, O 
people; Pour out your heart before Him; God is a refuge 
for us.
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Jesus was going to do the will of the Father because 
that was His purpose in the incarnation.   
—READ:  John 4:34 (NAS):  34 Jesus *said to them, 
“My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me and to 
accomplish His work.
——Hughes wrote, “In the greatest display of obedience 
that will ever be known, Jesus took the full chalice of 
man’s sin and God’s wrath, looked, shuddering, deep 
into its depth, and in a steel act of his will drank it all!”
———What did Jesus depend on to get Him through 
this difficulty? Prayer.   
————But Jesus teaches us another lesson in the fact 
that Jesus prayer was not answered by the taking of the 
cup but by the doing of the will of God.  
—————Sometimes God answers our prayer but not 
in the way that we want Him to. 

 37 And He *came and *found them sleeping, 
and *said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? Could 
you not keep watch for one hour?
 38 “Keep watching and praying that you may not 
come into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the 
flesh is weak.”
 39 Again He went away and prayed, saying the 
same words.
 40 And again He came and found them sleeping, for 
their eyes were very heavy; and they did not know 
what to answer Him.
 41 And He *came the third time, and *said to them, 
“Are you still sleeping and resting? It is enough; the 
hour has come; behold, the Son of Man is 
being betrayed into the hands of sinners.
 42 “Get up, let us be going; behold, the one who 
betrays Me is at hand!”

So the disciples were brought to this moment to learn 
from Jesus in these moments.   
—but they were not learning, they were sleeping.  
——Jesus is trying to lead these men but their flesh is 
too weak to pray and fight against temptation.  
———Akin wrote, “As Jesus struggled for the souls of 
men, He closest friends sleep soundly some distance 
away.”  
————Jesus once again goes away to pray and they 
are sleeping once again.  Then it happens a third time.  
—————Jesus tells them to watch twice and to pray 
that they don’t fall to temptation but they can not do it.  
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Jesus then comes and says, “enough.”   
—Which means: it is sufficient, reached the limit, that is 
the end.  
——The time had come.  Jesus and the Fathers will 
were united.  
———Jesus will go to endure the cross.  
————READ: Hebrews 12:1–2 (NAS):  1 Therefore, 
since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding 
us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin 
which so easily entangles us, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before us,
 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of 
faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand 
of the throne of God.

Are we connected to the Father?   
—Do we seek God when things get difficult and the trials 
of this world hit?  
—Are you watchful and alert to the will of God?  
—Are you willing to endure even death for the will of 
God?  
—Or are you sleeping when you should be learning?  
—
—

 
—
—
—
—
—
—
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