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Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

The last 2 weeks we have spent time looking at signs 
that Jesus is giving the disciples to know when the 
temple will be destroyed so that not one block will be on 
another.   
—As we have talked about the last 2 week Jesus is 
prophesying about things that would take place in this 
first generations of Christians lifetime but Jesus is also 
talking beyond that first generations lifetime towards the 
end of time.  
——So last week we looked at the second sign: wars 
and rumors of wars, the third sign: nations and 
kingdoms rising against each other, fourth sign: 
earthquakes, the fifth sign: famines.  
———Then Jesus told the disciples of the more 
personal difficulties that will come their way.  
————We also looked at how this way of life has 
become the way of life for Christians and Jesus told the 
disciples and us that this is how it is going to be from 
now on.  
—————We have to understand that we will go 
through difficulties and struggles in our lives but in these 
trouble we have to bear witness to Christ.  
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Mark 13:14–23 (NAS):  14 “But when you see the 
abomination of desolation standing where it should 
not be (let the reader understand), then those who 
are in Judea must flee to the mountains.
 15 “The one who is on the housetop must not go 
down, or go in to get anything out of his house;
 16 and the one who is in the field must not turn 
back to get his coat.
 17 “But woe to those who are pregnant and to those 
who are nursing babies in those days!
 18 “But pray that it may not happen in the winter.

So here we are in week 3 of the signs that Jesus is 
giving that the temple will be destroyed and once again 
looking past that and prophesying of the end as well.    
—Jesus talks about this “abomination of desolation.”  
———Jesus is actually using a couple Old Testament 
passages and stating their fulfillment.  
————READ: Daniel 9:27 (NAS): 27 “And he will 
make a firm covenant with the many for one week, but in 
the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and 
grain offering; and on the wing of abominations will 
come one who makes desolate, even until a complete 
destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out on the 
one who makes desolate.”
————READ: Daniel 11:31 (NAS):  31 “Forces from 
him will arise, desecrate the sanctuary fortress, and do 
away with the regular sacrifice. And they will set up the 
abomination of desolation.
————READ: Daniel 12:11 (NAS):  11 “From the time 
that the regular sacrifice is abolished and the 
abomination of desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 
days.
So who is this abomination of desolation?   
—Well the word abomination in the greek points to: a 
detestable thing, something that defiles a holy place, 
that which desolates, a thing which defiles.  
——And the word desolation point to:  depriving of any 
meaning or purpose, devastation, and destruction.   
———There are many different interpretations of this 
abomination of desolation.  
————R. C. Sproul wrote, “There is a general 
agreement that it is refers to some sort of pagan 
desecration of the temple.”
—————Some believe this happened in 40 a.d. when 
a Roman emperor built a statue of himself in the temple.   
——————Other believed that it was not until 70 a.d. 
when the Roman emperor Titus destroyed the temple. 
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I personally think Jesus is prophesying about Titus 
because he tells that they should flee to the mountains.
—This warning that Jesus gives in not the normal of 
what typically happened in the ancient world when 
someone came to invade the city.  
——Typically, when someone came to invade, the 
people fled to the walled cities.  
——Then Jesus give some example of what He means 
by flee.  
———He says if you are on the top of your house, don’t 
bother going in and collecting your things.  Just come 
down and head for the hills.  
———Also, if you are in the fields, don’t go home but 
just leave for the mountains.  
———He then says it will be really hard on pregnant 
women as they will have to escape while being 
pregnant.  
———He also add, hope that it does not happen in the 
winter because that will make it even more difficult.  

This tragic event that happened in 70 a.d. as Daniel Akin 
wrote, was “anticipate a climactic even of horrible 
destruction and desecration just prior to our Lord’s 
second coming.  Jesus is speaking of the eschatological 
end through the eyes of the imminent destruction of the 
temple.”   
—So what happened in 70 a.d.?  
——The Roman’s invaded Jerusalem and put it under 
siege.   
———As they usually did, the people ran to Jerusalem 
the walled city.  And Jerusalem was packed with people.  
————But, Jerusalem fell, was breached, and beaten. 
Around 1.1 million Israelites were slaughtered that day.  
—————As Sproul wrote, “However, the Christians 
were not among them.  They had taken note of the sign 
and heeded Jesus’ warning.  They had ran for the 
mountains.  
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What can we learn from this passage?   
—Well, first: We got to know that Jesus prophecy came 
true. 
——Jesus prophesy about the destruction of the temple 
and we see that happen in history.  Right there for us, on 
this side of the cross to witness.  
———READ: Deuteronomy 18:22 (NAS):  22 “When a 
prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the thing does 
not come about or come true, that is the thing which the 
Lord has not spoken. The prophet has spoken it 
presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him.
————This was not Jesus.  He was a true prophet 
and His prophecy came true.  
—————Because: READ: John 12:49 (NAS):  49 
“For I did not speak on My own initiative, but the Father 
Himself who sent Me has given Me a commandment as 
to what to say and what to speak.
—
Second: We got to know that Jesus prophecy will come 
true.   
—Jesus prophecy came true in the first century but it will 
come true again in the end times.   
——READ: 2 Thessalonians 2:3–4 (NAS):  3 Let no 
one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless 
the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is 
revealed, the son of destruction, 4 who opposes and 
exalts himself above every so-called god or object of 
worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, 
displaying himself as being God.
———This deceiver will come and cause people to turn 
from God and the deceiver will destroy and be lawless.  
————This passage parallels verse 14 of our passage 
but this verse here in 2 Thessalonians as Daniel Akin 
wrote, “That Jesus foresaw the rise of a terrible 
antagonist, an Antichrist, who at some future time will 
unleash a severe tribulation on the people of God, which 
in turn will usher in the return of the Lord.”  
—————Jesus knows and warns that in the future 
there will be one who deceives many and comes after 
the church.  
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We have to be ready so that we are not deceived.   
—When this false christ shows up we have to be ready 
for the fight he will have with the church.  
——We have to know the word of God and what it says 
so that we will not be deceived.  
———READ: Colossians 2:8 (NAS):  8 See to it that 
no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty 
deception, according to the tradition of men, according 
to the elementary principles of the world, rather than 
according to Christ.
————We don’t know when this antichrist is going to 
come but we do know we need to be ready if he does 
come.  
—————We can not be caught spiritually off guard by 
those that are against Christ.  

19 “For those days will be a time of tribulation such 
as has not occurred since the beginning of the 
creation which God created until now, and never 
will.
 20 “Unless the Lord had shortened those days, 
no life would have been saved; but for the sake of 
the elect, whom He chose, He shortened the days.
 21 “And then if anyone says to you, ‘Behold, here is 
the Christ’; or, ‘Behold, He is there’; do not believe 
him;
 22 for false Christs and false prophets will arise, 
and will show signs and wonders, in order to lead 
astray, if possible, the elect.
 23 “But take heed; behold, I have told you 
everything in advance.

Jesus then adds: things are going to be tough in those 
days.   
—The destruction of the temples a terrible moment and 
a very trying time.  
——What a lose of life on that day. But we also see an 
ongoing tribulation as Roman would oppress the 
Israelites and the Christians. 
———But also looking to the end of the world, there will 
be a great difficulty much worse than this tribulation we 
see in 70 a.d. 
————God being rich in mercy and love have put a 
limit to the tribulation.  
—————Akin wrote, “God places a divine limitation on 
the time of tribulation.  Even in His wrath, God 
remembers mercy.”  
——————READ: Habakkuk 3:2 (NAS): 2 Lord, I 
have heard the report about You and I fear.
O Lord, revive Your work in the midst of the years,
In the midst of the years make it known;
In wrath remember mercy.
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So Jesus once again warn the disciples and us to not be 
deceived by false christ’s or false prophets but to know 
what He has told us.   
—Jesus had told us.  He has prepared us.  Now it is up 
to us to listen and do what He has told us.  
——READ: James 1:22 (NAS):  22 But prove 
yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers 
who delude themselves.
——READ: John 14:23 (NAS):  23 Jesus answered 
and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My 
word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to 
him and make Our abode with him.
——READ: Luke 11:28 (NAS):  28 But He said, “On the 
contrary, blessed are those who hear the word of God 
and observe it.”
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I love how Daniel Akin concludes this passage: “In our 
broken and fallen world we can expect trials, tribulations, 
and troubles until Jesus returns.  While we wait, Should 
we be working out a prophetic schedule of events?  Not 
at all.  Instead, listen to what Jesus says and not to 
others who wish to lead you astray.  Instead, do not be 
surprised by the catastrophes of nature, the wars 
throughout history, or the suffering of God’s people.” 
—Jesus has warned us.  He has plainly told us all that is 
coming and that they are signs that the end is coming.  
——So we can try to construct a “prophetic schedule of 
events,” we can worry about things, we can be 
deceived, or we can look to Christ the author and 
perfecter of our faith.  
———READ: Titus 2:11–14 (NAS):  11 For the grace of 
God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men,
 12 instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly 
desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the 
present age,  13 looking for the blessed hope and the 
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, 
Christ Jesus, 14 who gave Himself for us to redeem us 
from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a 
people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.
————So, what do we need to do?  What can we take 
from this sermon? 
—————Hopefully a lot, but at the very least, we need 
to look to Jesus Christ and the hope we have in Him; 
looking forward to His appearing in glory.  

 
—
—
—
—
—
—
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