
Signs Part 1

Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

Last week we talked about Jesus observing people bringing 
their tithe and donations to the church.   
—There were those that gave so that everyone could see 
what they were giving, so that they would receive the praise 
of humanity, and so that they would look like they are truly 
devoted.  
——They Jesus focused on a poor widow who gave not so 
that others could see her but because it was her sacrificial 
love towards God. 
———We can learn a lot from this poor widow as Jesus tells 
us that it is not about what was give but about the heart and 
motive of the giver.  
————The most famous donation every given in the 
temple was 2 small coins from a nameless widow.  
—————God’s ways are not our ways.  We can not earn 
our way to heaven or earn out way into God’s graces.   

Passage Begins 
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Mark 13:1–6 (NAS):  1 As He was going out of the temple, 
one of His disciples *said to Him, “Teacher, behold what 
wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings!”

So the day that started all the way back into Mark chapter 11 
continues here in chapter 13.   
—They leave the temple and are starting back down toward 
where they were staying.  
——One of the disciples speaks up, “Look Jesus, what a 
wonderful building.”  
———It is amazing how easy it is for us as humans to look 
at the outside of something and think it is wonderful.  
————If I think back to what was going on in the temple as 
Jesus spent the day teaching it seems like a pretty ugly 
place.  
—————Jesus points out another place that as humans 
we can be much like that temple.  
——————READ: Matthew 23:25–28 (NAS):  25 “Woe to 
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the 
outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside they are full of 
robbery and self-indulgence.  26 “You blind Pharisee, first 
clean the inside of the cup and of the dish, so that the 
outside of it may become clean also.  27 “Woe to you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like 
whitewashed tombs which on the outside appear beautiful, 
but inside they are full of dead men’s bones and all 
uncleanness.  28 “So you, too, outwardly appear righteous to 
men, but inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.

The temple was a spectacular building with large white 
stones and ornate decorations.   
—There was gold and marble all over the temple.  
——It cover ruffly 35 acres and the at it’s highest points it 
stood 150 feet tall.    
———The stones were very impressive: R. C. Sproul sums 
up some of Josephus the Jewish historian around Jesus time 
writings,  “Josephus tells us that some of the stones that 
made the temple were sixty fee long, eleven feet high, and 
eight feet deep, with each stone weighing more than a 
million pounds.”
————This was a beautiful building it must have looked 
like it would never be taken down.  
—Daniel Akin wrote, “The Jewish people believed it to be the 
very sanctuary of God and therefore virtually indestructible 
until the end of time.”
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2 And Jesus said to him, “Do you see these great 
buildings? Not one stone will be left upon another which 
will not be torn down.”

Then Jesus said this to His disciples.   
—Jesus tells His disciples that not one stone will be left on 
another.  
——Jesus uses the same word “stone” as the disciples used 
and pointed out that each and every piece of the build will be 
effected. Or buildings will be effected.    
———Furthermore, Jesus says that the temple would be 
“thrown down,” meaning that the temple would be destroyed, 
torn a part, and abolished completely.  
————This probably surprised the disciples and once 
again was something they did not understand.  
—————They probably had some internal discussion with 
each other and arrived at a question for Jesus.  

Mark 13:3 (NAS): 3 As He was sitting on the Mount of 
Olives opposite the temple, Peter and James and John 
and Andrew were questioning Him privately, 4 “Tell us, 
when will these things be, and what will be the sign 
when all these things are going to be fulfilled?”

So, Peter, James, John, and Andrew went and asked Jesus 
separately, their question.   
—Now, the question they ask is important and is the key to 
understanding the rest of what Jesus says.  
——Jesus is answering their question as He continues to 
teach them.  
———The fact that they asked when this would take place 
revealed that they had accepted what Jesus said as a 
possibility of the truth.  
————The disciples were concerned with the timing of the 
temples destruction.  
—————But they ask for specifics about when this will 
happen.  

Lets look at what they are asking:  
—First, they want to know when “these things,” the things 
that Jesus had already spoken of will happen?  
—Second, they wanted to know the signs that these things 
would take place.  
——They wanted to know events that would point to these 
things happening, events that had some special meaning, or 
any kind of sign that would help them know that “these 
things” were going to happen.  
———As we will see Jesus will answer 1 of the 2 questions 
for the disciples.  
————Jesus’ response in verse 5-8 are answering the 
question of the signs that the disciples had.  
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Mark 13:5-6 (NAS): 5 And Jesus began to say to them, 
“See to it that no one misleads you.  6 “Many will come 
in My name, saying, ‘I am He!’ and will mislead many.

Jesus begins His answer of the question of what the signs 
will be with a warning.   
—He warns the disciples not to be mislead.  
——Jesus tells them to be ready; watch out, beware, and 
pay attention that no one leads you astray.  Jesus warning 
applies to us today as well.  Be ready, be alert!!!
———READ: 1 Corinthians 16:13 (NAS):  13 Be on the 
alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.
———READ: 1 John 3:7–8 (NAS):  7 Little children, make 
sure no one deceives you; the one who practices 
righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous;
 8 the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has 
sinned from the beginning. The Son of God appeared for this 
purpose, to destroy the works of the devil.

Jesus says to watch out that no one leads you astray.   
—Jesus is saying that people will try to get you to wander off 
the path of righteousness, people will try to get you to hold a 
wrong view, and stray from the truth. 
——READ: 2 Timothy 3:13 (NAS):  13 But evil men and 
impostors will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and 
being deceived.
——READ: Colossians 2:4 (NAS):  4 I say this so that no 
one will delude you with persuasive argument.
———Jesus is telling His disciples and us that there are 
people out there that want to change your believes and the 
truth so we are mislead.  

The idea of being mislead caught my attention.   
—One of the possible translations of: “leads you astray,” is: 
“cause to wander about.”  
——This is what a lot of people do in this life.  They wander 
about without  purpose in their lives.  
———They grasp at anything they can get traction in and 
search for their purpose in any and everything until they find 
something that is “good enough.”  
————As Christians, we find our purpose in God, who 
reveals our purpose through Christ and His gospel.  
—————God should be our truth and if we are so 
deceived or lead astray we will wander not fulfilling our 
purpose.  
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As I was thinking about this leading astray I thought of 
something being diluted.   
—I think of a nice cold soda on a hot day.  But what if that 
nice cold soda has half of a glass of water added to it?  
——It becomes not so nice anymore.  Watered down soda is 
no ones favorite.  
———If we as Christians are diluted in our faith, walk, or 
devotion to God; then we are weak, un-flavorful, ineffective, 
and unproductive.   
————READ: Proverbs 4:27 (NAS):  27 Do not turn to 
the right nor to the left; Turn your foot from evil.

Mark 13:6 (NAS):  6 “Many will come in My name, saying, 
‘I am He!’ and will mislead many.

So the first sign Jesus give the disciples that “these things” 
will happen, the temple being destroyed and not a stone 
being on another stone, is: many will come in Jesus name 
saying they are Jesus.   
—What is Jesus saying?  Many people will come claiming to 
be Jesus or claiming to be under Jesus reputation.  Meaning 
to have His power, understanding, words, and much more.  
——READ: Matthew 24:24 (NAS):  24 “For false Christs 
and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and 
wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect.
——READ: 2 Timothy 3:1–5 (NAS):  1 But realize this, that 
in the last days difficult times will come.  2 For men will be 
lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, 
disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy  3 unloving, 
irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, 
haters of good, 4 treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of 
pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 holding to a form of 
godliness, although they have denied its power; Avoid such 
men as these.
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These people were very and still are very common.   
—READ: Acts 8:9–11 (NAS):  9 Now there was a man 
named Simon, who formerly was practicing magic in the city 
and astonishing the people of Samaria, claiming to be 
someone great; 10 and they all, from smallest to greatest, 
were giving attention to him, saying, “This man is what is 
called the Great Power of God.”  11 And they were giving 
him attention because he had for a long time astonished 
them with his magic arts.
——And 1 John 2:18 tells us that more and more false 
christs will come.  
———So we understand that these false Messiahs should 
up.   
————Jesus tell the disciples that these false Messiahs 
and prophets will lead many astray.  This is the same exact 
phrase that we talked about just a moment ago.  
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