
Two Small Coins

Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

Last week we talked about the great contrast between Jesus 
and the religious leaders in Jesus day.   
—Jesus ties to help the people see that the Messiah would 
be more than just a man from Davids line.  
——The Messiah would be divine and that Jesus is the 
Messiah.  
———Jesus then gives a warning about being selfish like 
the religious leaders of Jesus day.  
————We learned how a sick heart can tolerate the right 
moves with the wrong motive in public but in private will 
embrace it sickness.  
—————We also learned how God will give us a new 
heart but we have to do our part in change as well.  

Passage Begins 

Mark 12:41–44 (NAS):  41 And He sat down opposite the 
treasury, and began observing how the people were 
putting money into the treasury; and many rich people 
were putting in large sums.
 42 A poor widow came and put in two small copper 
coins, which amount to a cent.
 43 Calling His disciples to Him, He said to them, “Truly I 
say to you, this poor widow put in more than all the 
contributors to the treasury;
 44 for they all put in out of their surplus, but she, out of 
her poverty, put in all she owned, all she had to live on.”

This narrative of Jesus, watching those giving is also the 
same day.   
—So this day of Jesus’ goes all the way back to Mark 11:27 
and has encompassed all of chapter 12.   
——This is a big teaching day for Jesus.  
———We learned last week that the religious leaders were 
taking advantage of the widow and now here we have a 
widow in stark contrast to the religious leaders described in 
Mark 12:38-40.  
————These religious leaders were selfish and robbing 
people of their possessions so they could have more 
abundance.   
—————These religious leaders love their ambitions and 
money more than they loved other and more than they loved 
God.  

So we pick the narrative up with Jesus watching.   
—This stood out to me.  
——The place where offerings were given was in the area of 
the temple where anyone could go.  
———God wanted anyone to be able to give.  
————There were 13 offering boxes that people could put 
their money in.  
—————These boxes had trumpet like things on the top of 
them so that people could easy put money in and move on.  
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The sound of coins falling from the trumpet like thing into the 
boxes could be very loud.   
—It is like when you tip at the Melodrama.   
——But of course, humanity has to pervert something God 
has made for good.
———Those that gave at the temple found a way to make 
their giving about them.  
————They would bring many coins and throw them into 
the trumpet things and it would make a loud noise.  
—————Everyone would turn and look at the noise and 
see who was giving such a large amount.  
——————These people would give to get noticed, not so 
the work of God could be accomplished.  The work of God 
being accomplished was a side bonus to them being 
aaawwwweeedd at by man.  

Jesus warns us about doing things supposedly in the name 
of God but really for the praise of man.   
—READ: Matthew 6:1–4 (NAS):  1 “Beware of practicing 
your righteousness before men to be noticed by them; 
otherwise you have no reward with your Father who is in 
heaven.  2 “So when you give to the poor, do not sound a 
trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues 
and in the streets, so that they may be honored by men. 
Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full.  3 “But when 
you give to the poor, do not let your left hand know what your 
right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving will be in secret; and 
your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.
——When we give it has to be for the right reason which is 
not for the praise of humanity but so that the work of God 
can be done.  
———READ: Hebrews 13:16 (NAS):  And do not neglect 
doing good and sharing, for with such sacrifices God is 
pleased.
————God wants us to give to ministry so that the gospel 
can go out but when we give it has to be for the right 
reasons.  
—————READ: 2 Corinthians 9:7 (NAS):  7 Each one 
must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly 
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
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So, Jesus sits down where the people are giving and what 
catches Jesus’ eye is not what is catching other peoples 
eyes.   
—Others are seeing the gifts others are bring.  Hearing the 
size of the “donation” they are giving.  
——Those that already gave might be sitting back seeing if 
anyone will give more than they gave.  
———Everyone is focused on the size of the gifts coming in.  
————But as Jesus sat back and watched it was not the 
gift that caught Jesus eye but the giver that caught His eye.  
—————So much so that He called the disciples to Him to 
teach them an important lesson based on this poor widow.  

So we see that many rich people came and put large sums 
of money in the offering boxes.   
—These are people who had wealth in abundance and they 
gave big numbers of money.  
——Then walks in this poor widow.  Another word that is 
used for poor here is destitute; which mean not having the 
basic necessities of life.   
———She did not have the basics that a person needed to 
live on a daily basis.  
————Yet still this poor widow come to give her offering.  
—————She probably did not want anyone to notice her 
and no one probably did notice the 2 small and seemingly 
insignificant coins she gave.   

We must also understand her standing in the culture of 
Jesus day.   
—Daniel Akin wrote, “Being poor and a widow and a woman, 
she was the least of the least in the cultural context of the 
day.”  
——She was not one that people would be watching, if they 
noticed her at all.  
———She dropped 2 very small coins in and walked off.  
————These 2 small coins would have amounted to 
1/64th of a Denarius; which was a days wage for a normal 
worker in Israel at the time.  
—————What could she have used her gift for?  What 
could she have bought with this gift she gave?  
——————She could have basically bought nothing with 
this gift.  Her cent is much like our penny now.  
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This gift, small and insignificant, by itself can purchase 
nothing, coming from someone considered the lowest in 
social status; becomes one of the most famous gifts of all 
time.    
—So Jesus calls the disciples to himself and says, “truly.”  
Jesus is telling the disciples this is a true statement that I am 
about to make.  It is truth.  
——Then Jesus says, this woman’s gift is greater than all 
the other gifts that came in.  
———How can that be?  Obviously it was not monetarily 
greater.  
————Akin says, “Jesus saw both the gift and the heart, 
both the act and the motive behind the act.”  
—————READ: 1 Samuel 16:7 (NAS): 7 But the Lord 
said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at the 
height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for God 
sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”

Jesus had to teach the disciples that the wealth were giving 
out of the abundance.   
—They gave God out of the leftover or what they could 
spare.  They gave out of their comfort. 
——This poor widow gave all she had to live on.  She gave 2 
coins and she could have keep one.  
———What she had she gave because her sacrifices was 
great.  
————Most of those that gave did not have to worry about 
where their next meal was going to come from, or if they 
would have clothes, or if they could make it another day.  
—————By contrast this widow’s sacrifice was very costly.  

So am I telling you that you have to give everything to the 
church to make an appropriate sacrifice?   
—NO!!!! By no means hear me say that.  
——What we should understand is that the gifts of the rich 
were small and did cost them much.  
———This is how many Christians life today.  Their sacrifice 
weather financial, service, time, or others is very minimal 
compared to the rest of their abundance.   
————Where in contrast this widow gave all she had.  
—————Her devotion to God was all in.  She gave all she 
had for God.  
——————I can not help but think of Jesus and the 
sacrifice He made giving His life for God.  
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Jesus may not be calling us to give everything we have to 
live on but He is calling us to sacrificial devotion to Him.   
—He sacrificed all of Him for us.  
——READ: Philippians 2:5–8 (NAS):  5 Have this attitude 
in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,
 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not 
regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,
 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, 
and being made in the likeness of men.
 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself 
by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
cross.
——READ: Hebrews 9:14 (NAS):  14 how much more will 
the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 
Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience 
from dead works to serve the living God?
———If we are going to be like Christ we have to be 
devoted like Christ was devoted.  

Now I think We have to spend some time talking about 
money here because the passage obviously address the 
topic of money.   
—Most Christians would agree that God owns everything 
which includes our wealth.  
——So God uses His people’s gifts to fund ministry, having 
us join Him in the work He is doing.  
———God wants us to have faith that He will provide for our 
needs not necessarily our want but our needs—
————READ: Philippians 4:19 (NAS):  19 And my God 
will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in 
Christ Jesus.
—————God doesn’t want our money to be an Idol.  If we 
can’t give it to God then it is an idol for us.  
——————READ: Matthew 6:24 (NAS):  24 “No one can 
serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love 
the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve God and wealth.
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R. C. Sproul wrote, “God is not so much concerned with 
what we give as how we give.”
—So the questions have to come:  
——Can we give sacrificially to God out of your finances and 
yourself? 
——Are we supporting the ministry of God with our 
finances?  
——Are we trusting and having faith that God will provide 
our needs in an appropriate way?  
——When we give of our money, time, service; is it for the 
glory of God or to be notice by others?  

 
—
—
—
—
—
—
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