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Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

Last week we looked at how Jesus lived out the 2 great 
commandments perfectly.   
—Jesus loves God perfectly and He loves us perfectly.  
——We related this to the work Jesus did on the cross.  
———Jesus going to the cross was out of love for God first 
and foremost, then out of love for us.  
————Last week was the last piece of the answer of the 
3rd question He was asked by the religious leaders.  
—————Remember, Jesus was confronted by the 
Pharisees and the Herodians, then the Sadducees, and 
finally a scribe. 

Passage Begins 

Mark 12:35–40 (NAS):  35 And Jesus began to say, as He 
taught in the temple, “How is it that the scribes say 
that the Christ is the son of David?
 36 “David himself said in the Holy Spirit,
‘The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at My right hand,
Until I put Your enemies beneath Your feet.” ’
 37 “David himself calls Him ‘Lord’; so in what sense is 
He his son?” And the large crowd enjoyed listening to 
Him.

So Jesus just ran the spiritual question gauntlet.   
—Jesus answered every question perfectly and the people 
were amazed at His answers and insight.  
——We see that the passage starts with the word “AND” 
which helps us understand that this is the same day.  
———Jesus did not go home after a successful day of 
teaching.  He had not got enough out yet.  
————So it says that Jesus taught.  Jesus was really 
trying to educate the people.  
—————Jesus was making the most of His time, what He 
had left.  

So Jesus is trying to help the people understand the identity 
of the Messiah.   
—Almost all, even nominal Israelites believed that the 
Messiah would come from David’s family line.  
——David was Israel’s most famous king, who wrote 
Psalms, was a warrior, and a man after God’s own heart.   
———The Israelites had good reason to believe this 
because the Messiah coming from David’s line is written of 
many places in the Old Testament.  
————READ: Psalm 89:3–4 (NAS):  3 “I have made a 
covenant with My chosen; I have sworn to David My servant,  
4 I will establish your seed forever And build up your throne 
to all generations.”
—————So they correctly expected the Messiah would be 
a human descendant of David.   
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Then in verses 36-37 Jesus starts to show them that the 
Messiah will not just be a descendant from David’s human 
physical line.   
—David declared in Ps. 110:1: READ: Psalm 110:1 (NAS):  
1 The Lord says to my Lord: “Sit at My right hand Until I 
make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.”  
——This word “Lord” is a title for God but we will see it used 
for Jesus in the New Testament.  
———This word “Lord” means master over all, owner, and is 
often pertaining to the Divine.
————We see here that David’s Lord said to my Lord.  

So what David is saying is that God said to his Lord.   
—What?  Well, this second Lord is the Messiah.  
——So, the passage goes like this: God says to the 
Messiah: sit at My right.  
———So the question then that Jesus asks is: why does 
David call one of his sons Lord—the name used for God?   
————Daniel Akin wrote, “Here is a problem no one had 
seen until Jesus raised it.  The Messiah is both David’s Son 
and David’s Lord at the same time.”   
—————In the Israelite culture a patriarch like David 
would not call one of his descendants Lord unless this 
descendant was more than just a descendant; but was both 
a descendant and God.    
——————By this cultural norm; the Messiah as awesome 
as He would be, He would never be considered greater than 
David.    
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Akin points out, “The Messiah is not simply David’s Son; He 
is David’s Sovereign.”   
—Jesus is pointing out that David’s descendant who would 
be the Messiah would be both man and would be God.  He 
would be David’s Lord and King and David would have to 
bow before.  
——This is exactly what Christian believe about Jesus.  
———Talking about Jesus here in Colossians it says: 
READ:  Colossians 2:9 (NAS):  9 For in Him all the fullness 
of Deity dwells in bodily form,
———READ: Philippians 2:5–8 (NAS):  5 Have this 
attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,
 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not 
regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,
 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, 
and being made in the likeness of men.
 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself 
by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
cross.
————See Jesus is God and became man.  Jesus is from 
the line of David and Jesus is the Messiah.  
—————Jesus is standing there in the temple teaching the 
crowd about Himself.  

This Psalm is used more in the New Testament then any 
other Old Testament passage.    
—R. C. Sproul says it is quoted, “no less than 33 times,” in 
the New Testament.  
——The New Testament writes knew how important this text 
was to understanding Jesus as Messiah.  
———And we must understand how important it is to know 
the Jesus is a man and God at the same time.  
————Jesus had to be a man because sin entered the 
world through a man and it had to be removed by a man as 
well.  
—————Jesus live the perfect life in full obedience to God.  
Jesus lived and die out of obedience to the Father but also 
for us as well.  
——————Jesus taught, acted, performed miracles, 
obeyed the Law, and fulfilled prophecy.    
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Jesus being fully God achieve things that we as fallen 
human could never achieve.   
—He achieved for us by His resurrection from the grave: 
righteousness, He paid the penalty that we owed, He took on 
the sins of all of those that would believe in Him not just once 
but for all time, He brought a way of peace between God and 
humanity once again, and much much more.  
——As the passage tells us that Jesus is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father and Jesus enemies are being 
defeated.  
———They are being put under Jesus feet meaning that 
Jesus has authority over them and is in control of His 
enemies.  
————This is what everyone in Jesus day has missed. 
—————They missed that Jesus is the Messiah, that He is 
God, that He lived the perfect life, that He reconciles those 
that believe in Him to God the Father, that He will reign as 
King forever, that His enemies will be under His feet, and 
that David’s words will not work for just a human being.  
——————We must not miss it as well.  The Messiah that 
David is talking about is more than just a human being but 
He is God too.  Don’t miss this as those crowded around 
Jesus did.  

 38 In His teaching He was saying: “Beware of the 
scribes who like to walk around in long robes, and like 
respectful greetings in the market places,
 39 and chief seats in the synagogues and places of 
honor at banquets,
 40 who devour widows’ houses, and for appearance’s 
sake offer long prayers; these will receive greater 
condemnation.”

Jesus continuing His teaching tell those around to watch out 
for the scribes.   
—Who were the scribes?  The were the experts of the law in 
Jesus day.  
——They were the ones that should have know better and 
should have lived as God has called them too.  
———What Jesus reveals is the scribes hearts are sick; 
specifically in their self image, and their selfishness. 
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So lets begin looking at these verse in light of the scribes 
hearts and  their need to appeal their self image, and 
selfishness.   
—Jeremiah 17 tells us the heart is sick: READ: Jeremiah 
17:9 (NAS):  9 “The heart is more deceitful than all else And 
is desperately sick; Who can understand it?
——So the scribes self image was so important to them.   
———Their value came from their self image.  
————They would wear their long beautiful pray robes out 
in public not so that they could pray for the people but so 
their high social status could be paraded.  
—————They would go to the city centers; the busiest 
area and seek out greetings.  
——————When they should have been focusing on the 
people and praying for them; they were focused on 
themselves.  
———————READ: 1 Timothy 2:1–4 (NAS):  1 First of 
all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and 
thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men, 2 for kings and 
all who are in authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and 
quiet life in all godliness and dignity.  3 This is good and 
acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all 
men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

These greetings were embraces and kissing of the hand.   
—They were moments where others would bow down to 
them.  
——They displayed their selfishness by wanting people to 
pay homage to them and make a big deal of them.  
———They also wanted the best seats, the position of 
importance and special status in the synagogues.  Once 
again proving their selfishness and a distorted self image.  
————They wanted the best seat in the religious 
meetings; when the focus was supposed to be on God; they 
wanted it on them.   
—————READ: Exodus 20:3 (NAS):  3 “You shall have 
no other gods before Me.
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—————They also wanted the place of honor at the feast
—weather these be the big feast or just a little feast they 
wanted the place of importance.  
—————They could have been serving others but instead 
they were self serving.  
——————READ: Matthew 23:11–12 (NAS):  11 “But the 
greatest among you shall be your servant.
 12 “Whoever exalts himself shall be humbled; and whoever 
humbles himself shall be exalted.

The last thing Jesus says about the scribes is that they 
devour the widows houses.   
—They were being dishonest, destroy the widows means, 
robbing them, and consuming their goods.  
——READ: James 1:27 (NAS): 27 Pure and undefiled 
religion in the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit 
orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself 
unstained by the world.
———These religious leaders are not taking care of the 
widow but they are preying on them for their own gain. 
————The widows were the most vulnerable and 
dependent on others.  
—————Sproul wrote, “The scribes, Jesus said, disguised 
their hypocrisy with long, drawn-out prayers in public.  They 
prayed these prayers not to honor God but that their piety 
might be seen by man.”  

We have to be a people who care for others.  
—READ:  Philippians 2:3–4 (NAS):  3 Do nothing from 
selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard 
one another as more important than yourselves;
 4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but 
also for the interests of others.
——We need to look out for the interest of others.  
———In order to do that we have to care about others. 
————This is what these scribes did not do.  
—————They cared for themself and that was it.  
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It becomes very easy to look at these men and their 
practices and think that they are so far off from you and me.  
 
—But what Jesus is pointing out is the heart behind the 
actions.  The heart was a complacent selfish heart.    
—You may be able to say that you have never had a 
complacent or selfish heart but I cannot. 
——Selfishness and complacency is a battle that all 
Christians will fight for the entirety of their lives.  
——They could say long prayers in public but their private 
prayer was none existent.  
———They should up to church but that wasn’t about God it 
was about them.  
————They had to be notice and the center of functions.   
—————They used people to get what they want out of 
them even if that causes others harm.  
—————A sick heart can tolerate the right moves with the 
wrong motive in public but in private will embrace its 
sickness.  

God is in the business of giving new hearts.   
—So if your heart is desperately sick; run to God.   
——READ: Proverbs 3:5–6 (NAS):  5 Trust in the Lord with 
all your heart And do not lean on your own understanding.  6 
In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your 
paths straight.
———If are a Christian and you have identified with the 
scribes on any level; know that Jesus makes us knew.
————READ: 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NAS):  17 Therefore if 
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things 
passed away; behold, new things have come.
—————We have to do our part as-well.  
——————READ: 2 Timothy 2:21 (NAS):  21 Therefore, 
if anyone cleanses himself from these things, he will be a 
vessel for honor, sanctified, useful to the Master, prepared 
for every good work.

So, we need to be aware that there are people like this out 
there.   
—Second we need to keep a watchful eye out in our 
churches that we don’t let someone like this in.  
——Third, we need to flee from the heart of selfishness and 
self image.  
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