
Love Others

Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

Last week we talked about a scribe, who was a religious 
lawyer, who came and asked Jesus what the greatest 
commandment was.   
—Jesus responds by saying, “to love the Lord y our God with 
all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, 
and with all your strength.”  
——So basically He responded by saying that if we want to 
obey the greatest commandment then God will be the most 
important thing in our lives always.  
———Nothing will come before God and our motivation is 
from God not selfish desires.  
————So with that being the greatest commandment we 
need to understand that God wants our whole lives devoted 
to Him for the entire duration of our life.  
—————Yes we will fail at that but we have to pick 
ourselves back up and continue on devoting ourselves to 
God.  
——————To love God is to hand over every piece of 
yourself for God to use in His perfect plan.  

Passage Begins 

Mark 12:31–34 (NAS):  31 “The second is this, ‘You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other 
commandment greater than these.”

So today is the day that we celebrate the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ and most pastor are giving you a typical 
resurrection passage......But I am not most pastors so you 
are getting an unconventional resurrection passage.  
—The scribe asked Jesus which is the most important 
command but Jesus doesn’t just give him 1.
——We find that Jesus says, “the second is you shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.”  
———Jesus is quoting Leviticus 19:18 here: READ: 
Leviticus 19:18 (NAS): “18 ‘You shall not take vengeance, 
nor bear any grudge against the sons of your people, but you 
shall love your neighbor as yourself; I am the Lord.”
————Daniel Akin wrote, “How you respond to the first 
(loving God) will determine how you respond to the second 
(loving your neighbor).  When you obey the second, it shows 
that you have embraced the first.”  
—————Hopefully you caught that: loving God as He 
should be loved will cause you to love others as you should.  
——————But that is not all, when we love others it 
reveals the love we have for God.  
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Loving other is very important to God and revealing the love 
we have for Him.   
—The same narrative is recorded in Matthew and in that 
passage Jesus tells us that all the commandments rest on 
these 2 commands.  
——READ: Matthew 22:37–40 (NAS):  37 And He said to 
him, “ ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’  38 “This is the 
great and foremost commandment. 39 “The second is like it, 
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  40 “On these two 
commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets.”
———So all the laws come down to loving God and loving 
our neighbor.  
————Fulfilling the commandments of God is not simply 
avoiding things or not doing things but it is also taking action.  
—————But who is my neighbor?  Who is your neighbor?  

Well, Someone asked Jesus that question too.    
—READ: Luke 10:25–29 (NAS):  25 And a lawyer stood up 
and put Him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to 
inherit eternal life?”  26 And He said to him, “What is written 
in the Law? How does it read to you?” 27 And he answered, 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your 
mind; and your neighbor as yourself.”  28 And He said to 
him, “You have answered correctly; do this and you will live.”  
29 But wishing to justify himself, he said to Jesus, “And who 
is my neighbor?”
—Jesus then tells a story to get His point across.  
——In the story it is the neighbor ends up being even an 
enemy.  
———The point that Jesus is making is that; neighbor here 
is all human kind.  
————Our neighbor is anyone who has been created in 
the image of God.  Guess what?  All of humanity is created 
in the image of God no matter if they want to accept it our 
not.  
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No one throughout history has lived these commands better 
than Jesus.   
—See Jesus loves God the Father so much that He followed 
God the Fathers plan.  
——Even when that plan  caused Jesus discomfort.  Even 
when the plan caused Jesus to hand His life over as a 
sacrifice.  
———Jesus, just before He was betrayed by one of His 
followers, who followed Him for 3 years, asked God to not to 
have to go through what was about to happen.  
————READ: Luke 22:41–42 (NAS):  41 And He 
withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, and He knelt 
down and began to pray,  42 saying, “Father, if You are 
willing, remove this cup from Me; yet not My will, but Yours 
be done.”
—————But in Jesus response, it was not about what 
Jesus wanted but it was about trusting God.  
——————Jesus shows us what it is to truly love God with 
all our hearts, soul, mind, and strength.  

In Jesus showing true devotion and love for God He also 
loves His neighbor.   
—Jesus went to the cross out of love for God and out of love 
you and me. 
——READ: Luke 19:10 (NAS):  10 “For the Son of Man has 
come to seek and to save that which was lost.”
———Jesus came to save lost humanity out of love for us 
but also because God the Father loves us so much, Jesus 
acts in obedience to the Father sending Jesus.  
——READ: 1 John 4:14 (NAS):  14 We have seen and 
testify that the Father has sent the Son to be the Savior of 
the world.
———READ: John 3:16 (NAS):  16 “For God so loved the 
world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.
————And it wasn’t like we were on Jesus side and loving 
Him back.  
—————READ: 1 John 4:10 (NAS):  10 In this is love, not 
that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to 
be the propitiation for our sins.
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This is what the celebration of the resurrection is all about.   
—Jesus came to love humanity and repair the relationship 
with any and all human beings who will accept Him as the 
one in charge of their lives and love Him.  
——But humanity did not love Him and does not love Him.  
In fact we put Him to death on a cross.  
———What we celebrate on this day is that 3 days after 
Jesus death on the cross, He defeated death, He rose from 
the grave and out of love for us He still pursues us.  READ: 
Revelation 1:18 (NAS):  18 and the living One; and I was 
dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the 
keys of death and of Hades.
————He still loves us and wants our relationship to be 
right with Him.  
—————READ: John 1:12 (NAS):  12 But as many as 
received Him, to them He gave the right to become children 
of God, even to those who believe in His name,

Jesus loves us enough that He was willing to give His life for 
us.   
—READ: 1 John 3:16 (NAS):  16 We know love by this, that 
He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our 
lives for the brethren.
——What this command is telling us that we should willing to 
lay down our lives for others.  
———Maybe that is not dying on a cross like Jesus but it is 
definitely giving up your preferences so others can be 
served.   
————It is treating others as you would treat yourself.  
—————It is caring for others enough to: take care of 
others, to be fair to others, to be truthful to others, to regard 
someone else’s life as important and valuable, to not hate 
others, to not take revenge, to correct when someone is 
going down the wrong path, and to share who the savior of 
the world is: Jesus Christ.  
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32 The scribe said to Him, “Right, Teacher; You have 
truly stated that He is One, and there is no one else 
besides Him;
 33 and to love Him with all the heart and with all the 
understanding and with all the strength, and to love 
one’s neighbor as himself, is much more than all burnt 
offerings and sacrifices.”

So the scribe responds in affirming what Jesus said.   
—He does not respond this way because he thought he 
knew more that Jesus but because he listened to Jesus 
response and believes that Jesus is right.  
——The scribe agrees with Jesus that loving God above 
anything else and loving others is more important than the 
burnt sacrifices that the Israelites use to make.  
———Akin says, “Real religion is a matter of the heart.”  
————READ: Proverbs 21:3 (NAS): 3 To do 
righteousness and justice Is desired by the Lord more than 
sacrifice.
————READ:  Hosea 6:6 (NAS):  6 For I delight in loyalty 
rather than sacrifice, And in the knowledge of God rather 
than burnt offerings.

What is being said here is that the motive behind what we do 
has to be right.   
—We can make all the sacrifices in the world but if our 
hearts are not in the right place then they are of very little 
use.  
——This is what the religious leaders of Jesus day did.  
———They followed the all these laws and did all of these 
different things but their hearts were in the wrong place.  
————Our actions only matter if our hearts are in the right 
place.   
—————READ: Matthew 5:8 (NAS):  8 “Blessed are the 
pure in heart, for they shall see God.
—————This is why the Psalmist says: READ: Psalm 
51:10 (NAS):  10 Create in me a clean heart, O God,
And renew a steadfast spirit within me.

 34 When Jesus saw that he had answered intelligently, 
He said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of 
God.” After that, no one would venture to ask Him any 
more questions.

What does Jesus mean by this?   
—Akin wrote, “The man has come to see that entering the 
kingdom of God is a matter of heart devotion not hard duty.”  
——Nothing we will do will get us into the kingdom of God.  
———Following rules and regulations is not enough to get 
into the kingdom.
————What is needed is a new self; a new heart.  
—————READ: Ezekiel 36:26 (NAS):  26 “Moreover, I will 
give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I 
will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a 
heart of flesh.
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Jesus lived out what He is asking us to do.   
—What an awesome God we have that not only loves us 
when we are enemies but He also came to this earth to show 
us how to love like He is telling us to love.  

If you are not a believer; accept Jesus Christ as your 
personal Lord and savior; let Him give you a new heart and 
restore peace in your relationship with God.  
—If you are a believer in Christ; continue to deny your old 
self; your self serving self; your selfish self; and embrace 
your new heart.  
——Love God as He deserved to be love; with every piece 
of you; with every piece of your emotions, with all of your 
conscious being, with all your intellect, and with every bit of 
strength you have within in you.   
———And love others with a sacrificial love like Jesus love 
for us.   
——So, are you loving like this?  Is there sacrificial love in 
your life that is like that of Christ Jesus?  
———Or is there Just a lot of self love in your life?  
————What does the way you love other tell you about 
how you love God?  

 
—
—
—
—
—
—
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