
Love God

Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

So last week we had one of the weirdest question I think there is 
in the bible asked by the Sadducees.   
—The Sadducees thought that they were the most important 
people and they were very wealthy too.  
——They asked Jesus a question that had to do with the after life 
and if there is one. 
———There question was also about our state in the after life and 
it was also an attempt to denny that there are spiritual beings like 
angels.  
————Jesus answered the question and the people were 
amazed.  
—————3 weeks ago I told you that 3 different groups were 
going to come test Jesus.  We have seen the Pharisees and the 
Herodians, the Sadducees, and now, this week, we will hear what 
a scribe questions Jesus about.  

Passage Begins 

Mark 12:28–30(NAS):  28 One of the scribes came and heard 
them arguing, and recognizing that He had answered them 
well, asked Him, “What commandment is the foremost of 
all?”

So this scribe is listening into all the questions that have been 
asked of Jesus.   
—He is impressed with how Jesus answers the questions.
——So the scribe decides to ask Jesus a question as well.  But 
there is a different tone in this question.  
———This scribes asks this question not to try and trap Jesus, 
but to see if Jesus is theologically sound.  
————This is what scribes did.  They were kind of like the 
religious lawyers of Jesus day.  
—————He would have spent his life trying to understand and 
solve religious matters of the Israelites.  
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So the scribes taking notice of how Jesus handled these question 
from the other religious leaders was what helped reach this 
particular scribe.    
—So this man asks Jesus a question to hear what Jesus thought 
about this very important spiritual topic which most of the religious 
leaders would argue about.  
——Daniel Akin tells us, “The rabbinic tradition had identified 613 
commands in the first five books of the Bible.  Of these, 365 were 
negative, and 248 were positive.”  
———So, you can see there were a lot of commands that God 
had given the nation of Israel for people to choose which was the 
most important.  
————God did not create all of these commandments to rob 
Israel and us of fun and of full lives but to help us live full lives.  
—————READ: Deuteronomy 10:12–13 (NAS): 12 “Now, 
Israel, what does the Lord your God require from you, but to fear 
the Lord your God, to walk in all His ways and love Him, and to 
serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul,
 13 and to keep the Lord’s commandments and His statutes which 
I am commanding you today for your good?

I had someone tell me that, “God is a mean kid with a magnifying 
glass burning us all.” 
—This is the furthest thing from what God is.  He wants to see our 
success, He wants to see us live a full and meaningful life, and He 
shows us how to do this though His commandments.  
——What this scribes was trying to figure out, was what Jesus 
thought was whole point or purpose of humanity. 
———It was and still is popular to try to sum up what we as 
humans are supposed to do with our lives into a short little saying.  
“Live your best life now!”  As Nike states, “just do it!”  Who 
remembers, “YOLO!”(that is you only live once).  Or my personal 
favorite, “Life is a garden, dig it.”   
————So this man was trying to get Jesus to sum up all of the 
commandments into one easy concise statement.   
—————Jesus is not just going to give this scribes and us the 
greatest commandment but He is going to give us the purpose of 
our lives.  

Scripture:

2



 29 Jesus answered, “The foremost is, ‘Hear, O Israel! The 
Lord our God is one Lord;

 This confession is one that is called the shema.  
—It is found in Deuteronomy.  READ: Deuteronomy 6:4 (NAS):  
4 “Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one!
——God gave His people this command and this would be 
repeated by an Israel morning and evening.  
———It is important to understand what is being said here in 
verse 29.  
————First, this use of Lord, this is Yahweh, the covenant 
name for God that He declared to His people.  —————R. C. 
Sproul wrote, “When the Shema was uttered and the Jews were 
directed to focus their affection on God, the object of their 
affection was not an impersonal cosmic force, an unnamed, 
unknown higher power.”   
—————God is our God and is the only God.  He should be our 
only God.  
——————God, Yahweh, is One—Akin writes, “He is unified 
and unique in essence and existence.  He alone is God; the ere is 
no other.”   
———————God is unique in who He  is, He is not like 
anything we have on this earth and He is so different from us.  
————————This is good.  If He was like us He would not be 
God.  He is the only God.  There are not multiple gods out there.  
He is the only one.  

What Jesus is doing here is bring His listeners back to the basics.  
 
—He is taking us back to the very basic principles of God 
humanity relationship.  
——We should love God because He is our God.  He is the only 
one.  There is no other.  
———If there is only one un-understandable, God who created 
everything including you and me, that is all powerful, that is 
outside of time, who is in control of all things, causes all things to 
function, knows everything, knows yourself better than you do—
we should love that God.   
————God is everyones God weather they want to believe it or 
not.  It is not like sports teams were you can change your team 
because there are 30 other teams in the league.    
—————There is only one God and we should love Him 
because if we are not loving Him we are against Him.  
——————Listen, indifference to God is being against God.  
Choosing anything but God is being against God.  

Scripture:

3



God is be definition good.   
—READ: Exodus 34:6–7 (NAS):  6 Then the Lord passed by in 
front of him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord God, 
compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in 
lovingkindness and truth;
 7 who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, 
transgression and sin; yet He will by no means leave the guilty 
unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children and on 
the grandchildren to the third and fourth generations.”
——He is a compassionate, gracious, slow to anger, loving, kind, 
the truth, forgiving, and just.  

 30 and you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all 
your strength.’

So Jesus gives the greatest commandment.  To love God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your 
strength.   
—“With all your” is repeated all 4 times.  This points to the 
completeness of how we are to love God.   
——What is being said about how we are to love God based on 
the 4 categories that are listed.   
———First, the heart: this is thought to be our emotional center.  
Often times thought to the core of who we are.  The heart reveals 
the truth of who we are.      
———READ: Luke 6:45 (NAS):  45 “The good man out of the 
good treasure of his heart brings forth what is good; and the evil 
man out of the evil treasure brings forth what is evil; for his mouth 
speaks from that which fills his heart.
————It should love God completely.  Which means our love for 
God should be greater than any other emotional connection we 
have. 
—————Not only that but we should have pure love for God.  
Meaning, we should not love with God 51% of our heart then we 
have 49% of other things that we love with our hearts.  
——————Yes we can love other things but the devotion of our 
hearts should be 100% God’s.  I love my wife more than anything 
on this earth but when it comes to being devoted to God or my 
wife; God will win every time (my wife would never put me in a 
position to have to choose between devotion to her or God but for 
the sake of the example).  
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Second, the soul.  Akin wrote, “The soul speaks to the spirit, the 
self-conscious life.”   
—READ: Psalm 42:1–2 (NAS):  1 As the deer pants for the water 
brooks,So my soul pants for You, O God.  2 My soul thirsts for 
God, for the living God; When shall I come and appear before 
God?
——We should never get weak in our love for God not only in our 
emotional connection but also in our very life.   
———Our lives should be devoted to God and should be Gods.  
————We owe God everything because the very truthful fact is 
that He created us and thus we are His.  
—————Never grow weary of giving your life to God.  Never tire 
of devotion to God.  

Third, the mind.  The mind is a weird things.  But our minds, our 
thoughts should be in total complete love of God.   
—The intellect that we have should be devoted to love God. 
——READ: 2 Corinthians 10:3–5 (NAS):  3 For though we walk 
in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh,  4 for the 
weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful 
for the destruction of fortresses.  5 We are destroying 
speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the 
knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the 
obedience of Christ,
———We are living in a broken world and we are sinful people in 
this broken world so we will not get every thought right.  
————We fight with weapons that are not of this world if you 
are a Christ follower.  We fight with God against our flesh.  
—————We take every thought captive and throughout the 
thoughts that are not in accordance to loving God with our minds.  

Lastly, our strength.  This point to our physical bodies and how 
our physical strength, but also all the strength we have within us.  
 
—READ: Romans 12:1 (NAS):  1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, 
by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy 
sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of 
worship.
——This goes further than just the body though.  
———Any piece of strength we have weather physical, mental, 
will power, or some other strength should be loving and devoted 
to God.  
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What I think we can take away from this is, that God wants our 
whole lives devoted to Him for the entire duration of our life.   
—Sproul wrote, “If we are honest with ourselves, we all have to 
admit that we have not kept the Great commandment for even a 
single day of our lives.”  
——So non-believers don’t be surprised when you see a Christian 
sin.  Don’t label us as hypocrite but sinners.   
——So Christians, don’t act like you are not a sinner and become 
a hypocrite.  
———The life God calls us to live by is hard and it is one that we 
will never really achieve.  
————But we have to push on and continue to be devoted to 
God with every piece of us.  I beg you, don’t take a day off, an 
hour off, or a moment off.  Devote yourself to God with every 
moment you have on this earth.  

We have to understand that even thought it is impossible to live to 
the standard that is set, when we fail to live to the standard it is a 
big deal.   
—The greatest sin is not loving God as we should and we can not 
seem to live up to this commandment, if we are honest, for a day; 
half a day; an hour.  
——But take heart. At no time did Jesus not love God with all of 
His heart, soul, mind, and strength.  
———Without Jesus in your life the weight of not living up to 
God’s standard falls heavy on a person.  
————But Jesus lived up to God’s standard, He kept the great 
commandment perfectly, His whole life.  
—————In doing so He was worthy to save those that profess 
Him as Lord and Savior from the punishment of not living up to 
the great commandment.  
——————READ: 1 Corinthians 1:30 (NAS):  30 But by His 
doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from 
God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption,

READ:  2 Corinthians 5:21 (NAS):  21 He made Him who knew 
no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him.

To love God is to hand over every piece of yourself for God to use 
in His perfect plan.  
—What is the meaning of life?  To love God with all of your heart, 
soul, mind, and strength.  
——If we are not doing that, we are not living the meaning of our 
lives.  We are missing the point of our lives.  We are a hammer 
trying to weld, or a boat trying to drive on land.  
———We will not live up to our potential or achieve the purpose 
of our lives.  
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