
Resurrection, Marriage, and Spiritual Beings

Scripture:
Announcements:
Scripture Reading:  

Okay so for my first Facebook video I talked about 
God and government.   
—We talked about how Pharisees and Herodians 
came to Jesus to try and stump Him in what seem to 
be the impossible question.  
——Jesus answered the impossible question.  
———In doing so we did learn that: we need to be 
God honoring, full of integrity, and truthful like Jesus 
was.  
————We also learned: that Jesus is never stuck.  
Even when it seems like there is no way out for Him, 
He will win.  
—————We also learned: that we Christians have 
a responsibility to government as long as it does not 
conflict with our responsibility to God.  

Passage Begins 

Mark 12:18–27 (NAS):  18 Some Sadducees (who 
say that there is no resurrection) *came to Jesus, 
and began questioning Him, saying,

So last week I told you we would look at 3 different 
groups that test Jesus all in the same day.   
—Last week we looked at the Pharisees and the 
Herodians.  
——This week we will see the Sadducees bring a 
ridiculous question to Jesus.  
———This is the question that the Sadducees would 
argue with Pharisees about.  
————They probably thought, “I works on the 
Pharisees, why not try it on Jesus.”  
—————The Sadducees were wealthy and 
believed that they were the best most elite people 
there were.  
——————They had a strong political influence in 
the government but also a large influence in the 
temple.  
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This group of people probably lost a lot of money the 
day that Jesus cleaned the temple in the beginning 
of Mark 12.   
—So they were not happy with Jesus and wanted 
Him discredited and removed so that He would not 
affect their status and bank account again.  
——They had interesting theological 
understandings.  
———They thought that only the first 5 books of the 
bible (the Pentateuch) were authoritative.  
————They really believed in the free will of 
humanity, and then they added these heretical ideas 
on to free will: that they are capable of choosing 
good a part from God, that human nature was not 
changed when the first sin entered the world, and 
that there is immortality; when the body dies so does 
the soul.   
—————All of this is important to know when it 
comes to Jesus response to these mens question.  
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 19 “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s 
brother dies and leaves behind a wife and leaves 
no child, his brother should marry the wife and 
raise up children to his brother.

Here is their question.  It is one of the biggest “what 
if” question I think I have come across.  
—This question is based on the Levirate marriage 
idea explained in Deut. 25–READ: Deuteronomy 
25:5–6 (NAS):  5 “When brothers live together and 
one of them dies and has no son, the wife of the 
deceased shall not be married outside the family to a 
strange man. Her husband’s brother shall go in to 
her and take her to himself as wife and perform the 
duty of a husband’s brother to her. 6 “It shall be that 
the firstborn whom she bears shall assume the 
name of his dead brother, so that his name will not 
be blotted out from Israel.
—What?  Why did God command this?  
——Daniel Akin wrote, “God made a provision for a 
family to be raised up in name and property rights for 
a husband who dies with no male heir.”  
———What was happening here is that the widow 
would not have right to the estate so it would be 
gone if one of the brothers did not step up and marry 
her.  
————This was done out of respect for the widow, 
so that she would be taken care of, that she or her 
husband would not be forgotten, or that the 
husbands line would not be lost in the genealogies 
of his tribe.  
——————So the next oldest brother would marry 
his brothers widow and have a child so that his 
brothers line could be cared on.  
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 20 “There were seven brothers; and the first 
took a wife, and died leaving no children.
 21 “The second one married her, and died 
leaving behind no children; and the third 
likewise;
 22 and so all seven left no children. Last of all 
the woman died also.
 23 “In the resurrection, when they rise again, 
which one’s wife will she be? For all seven had 
married her.”

So they continued their question.   
—What a question.  But why did they ask this 
question?  
——There are a lot of theological stances that have 
to be taken when answering this question.  
———It is highly hypothetical and probably 
impossible but it challenges a lot of what Jesus had 
been talking about.   
————They were baiting Jesus into talking about 
the resurrection from the dead and the problems 
they saw with it.  
—————By asking who’s wife this woman would 
be after the resurrection they were implying that the 
resurrection creates problems like this.  

 24 Jesus said to them, “Is this not the reason 
you are mistaken, that you do not understand the 
Scriptures or the power of God?

I absolutely love Jesus response.  
—R. C. Sproul wrote, “Jesus said they had a very 
simple problem: they did not understand the 
Scriptures.”  
——Akin wrote, “Theological error must be 
confronted quickly and clearly.  This is exactly what 
Jesus does.  He says they do not know ‘the 
Scriptures or the power of God.’”  
———Now what does He mean by that?  
————They claimed to know the first 5 books of 
the Bible and claim them as only their authority but 
Jesus said, “the Scripture you think you know you 
don’t actually know.”  
—————Now, I think that we have this same 
problem a lot of times.  
——————We will talk about how many times we 
have read Scripture, study through Biblical 
passages, listened to bible teaching, taken classes, 
or whatever spiritual notches we think we have in 
our belts but yet we totally miss the message.    
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When we miss the meaning of the Bible we 
misunderstand God.   
—Sproul wrote, “I think 100 percent of our 
theological errors happen because we do not know 
the Scriptures.”  
——Because we do not know the Scriptures we 
misunderstand God.  Not knowing Scripture gives us 
a distorted view of God.     
———Akin says, “It always leads to your god being 
too small and impotent to be the God of the Bible.” 
————READ: Matthew 4:4 (NAS):  4 But He 
answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live 
on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out 
of the mouth of God.’ ”
————READ: Psalm 119:105 (NAS): 105 Your 
word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path.
————READ: James 1:22 (NAS):  22 But prove 
yourselves doers of the word, and not merely 
hearers who delude themselves.
Here we are in an age where we have so much 
information right at our fingertips.  
—We have phones that we caring around in our 
pockets that are more powerful than some of the first 
computers that took up entire rooms.   
——We have information so ready and available for 
us but yet we are probably living in one of the most 
Bible illiterate time in America today.  
———We wear the title of Christians yet we don’t 
know the One we serve.  
————We live our Christians lives as spiritual 
babies and we are more that okay with that; we 
embrace it.    
—————We are like these Sadducees; thinking 
we are all that, when in all actuality we don’t even 
know what we believe.  
——————We should seek God with all of us; that 
we might know Scripture well and know God for who 
He really is.  
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 25 “For when they rise from the dead, they 
neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are 
like angels in heaven.

Jesus contradicts the Sadducees understanding of 
Scripture by saying: there is a resurrection, marriage 
relationships understanding, and that there are 
spiritual being.    
—Jesus begins by telling them the resurrection is 
different from the world that they are in right now.    
—The Pharisees believed that the resurrection was 
similar to like now just a little bit better.  
——Jesus is saying that is not how it will be.  
———Also, notice Jesus says, “when they rise for 
the dead.”  Not “if” they rise from the dead.  
————There was not question in Jesus mind that 
the resurrection was going to happen.  
—————Akin wrote this, “There is continuity, to be 
sure.  I will be me, and you will be you, but we will 
live for all of eternity in an entirely new reality.” 

Jesus addresses their marital understanding next.   
—There will not be marriage in heaven like their is 
here.  
——This may trouble you that your marriage will not 
be the same in heaven.  
———But Jesus planning says here that there will 
be, “neither marry nor are given in marriage.” 
————See there is going to a joy in heave and a 
delight in that He has prepared.  
—————In heaven we will experience joy that 
exceeds our earthy marriage relationships.  
——————No one will be disappointed in heaven.  
We will experience the fullness of joy, happiness, 
and fulfillment in God.  
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Jesus then says that in the resurrection we will be 
like the angels.   
—The Sadducees did not believe in angels or 
demons.  
——Jesus compare humanity in the resurrection to 
these spiritual being that the Sadducees did not 
believe in.  
———Jesus does not tell us that we will become 
angels but that we will be like them.  

 26 “But regarding the fact that the dead rise 
again, have you not read in the book of Moses, in 
the passage about the burning bush, how God 
spoke to him, saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham, 
and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’?
 27 “He is not the God of the dead, but of the 
living; you are greatly mistaken.”

Jesus is not quite done teaching them about the 
resurrection.  
—Jesus uses only the books of Moses; the only 
books that the Sadducees believed in.  
——Jesus goes to Exod. 3–READ: Exodus 3:5–6 
(NAS):  5 Then He said, “Do not come near here; 
remove your sandals from your feet, for the place on 
which you are standing is holy ground.”
 6 He said also, “I am the God of your father, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob.” Then Moses hid his face, for he was afraid 
to look at God.
———Jesus is pointing out to the Sadducees that 
God does not speak of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
as though they had stopped existing.  
————They may have died a physical death but 
are alive spiritually.  
—————Tim Keller explains, “Notice that Jesus 
does not hang the hope of life after death (like the 
Greeks did) on the idea of an immortal part of us.  
Rather, He rests in the commitment of God to us (‘I 
am the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob’).  This is 
a very powerful argument for life after death.  We 
have a God who cannot, at our death, scrap that 
which is precious to Him.”  
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Jesus argues that these men of God and many more 
people throughout all redemptive history are in the 
hands of God; the living God who does not end our 
existence.   
—Be encouraged Christians because we have life 
and life forever.  
——Be commissioned Christians all people have life 
forever but that life is either in the loving gracious 
hands of God or in the judgement of God.   
———Apart from Christ this is only death.  Physical 
death and then spiritual death for all eternity.  
————God is the great savior.  Come to Him to be 
saved.  
—
—

 
—
—
—
—
—
—
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