
God and Government

Scripture:
Announcements:
Scripture Reading:  

We looked through the parable of the wicked vine-
dressers last week.   
—We talked about how there are people all around 
us that are spiritual sick and in desperate need of 
the cure, who is Jesus.  
——We talked about the religious leaders would not 
believe Jesus because that would mean they would 
have to give up their idols.   
———We talked about the fact that Jesus did not 
give up on the religious leaders and He will not give 
up on us as well.  
————Jesus also predicts His death in great detail 
but also the fall of Israel and the religious leaders.  

Passage Begins 
Mark 12:13–17 (NAS):  13 Then they *sent some 
of the Pharisees and Herodians to Him in order 
to trap Him in a statement.

So it seems that it was test Jesus day at the temple, 
as last weeks instance, and the things that we will 
talk about today happen all in the same day and I 
think they happened all around the same time.   
—So we will see 3 different groups test Jesus at this 
time.  
——The first we will look at this week: the Pharisees 
with the Herodians.
———Now these 2 groups paired together did not 
happen very often; if ever.  
————The Pharisees were the more conservative 
group and they pushed their religious agendas.  
————The Herodians were Jewish people who 
supported the ruling party; the Herodian dynasty.  
—————R. C. Sproul said, “The Herods, who 
were not pure Jews, were puppet kings under the 
authority of the Romans, and they were thoroughly 
despised by many Jews.”
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These 2 groups did not get along.   
—They Pharisees did not like the Herodians for 
supporting a corrupt leader who was a puppet for 
Rome.  
—The Herodians did not like the Pharisees because 
the Pharisees caused them trouble and constantly 
were objecting to them and their support of the 
Herodian dynasty.  
——BUT....Jesus brought these 2 groups together.  
They equally disliked Jesus.  
———The Pharisees did not like Jesus because He 
spoke poorly of them and they were losing their 
authority as Jesus taught and acted with authority.  
———The Herodians did not like Jesus because 
Jesus was as Akin wrote, “threatening their political 
advantage.”  
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So these 2 groups wanted to get rid of Jesus.   
—It is important that you take note that there is the 
religious representation (the Pharisees) and the 
government representation (the Herodians).
——These 2 groups worked to try and get Jesus to 
make a mistake religiously or governmentally. 
———It is important to note as well that they did not 
come to get their question answered and move on.  
————Mark tells us that they came to “trap” Him.  
—————These 2 groups came together because 
they thought they had the question that was 
unanswerable.  
——————The meaning behind this word “trap” is 
not a friend trap.  It is more along the idea of a 
prettier pursuing their prey.   
———————Sproul said, “The verb Mark uses 
here means ‘to take by hunting,’ and it has 
connotations of violent pursuit.”   
————————Luke tells us more about what the 
religious leaders were tryin to do—READ: Luke 
20:19–20 (NAS):  19 The scribes and the chief 
priests tried to lay hands on Him that very hour, and 
they feared the people; for they understood that He 
spoke this parable against them.  20 So they 
watched Him, and sent spies who pretended to be 
righteous, in order that they might catch Him in some 
statement, so that they could deliver Him to the rule 
and the authority of the governor. 
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 14 They *came and *said to Him, “Teacher, we 
know that You are truthful and defer to no one; 
for You are not partial to any, but teach the way 
of God in truth. Is it lawful to pay a poll-tax to 
Caesar, or not?
 15 “Shall we pay or shall we not pay?” But He, 
knowing their hypocrisy, said to them, “Why are 
you testing Me? Bring Me a denarius to look at.”
 16 They brought one. And He *said to them, 
“Whose likeness and inscription is this?” And 
they said to Him, “Caesar’s.”
 17 And Jesus said to them, “Render to Caesar 
the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the 
things that are God’s.” And they were amazed at 
Him.

So here is the question vailed in weak attempts to 
flatter Jesus.   
—This to me is like an apology with a reason tagged 
on the end of it.  I am sorry but.....  
——Jesus you are these awesome things but here is 
the unanswerable question; so you are not really 
these things.  
———READ: Proverbs 26:28 (NAS):  28 A lying 
tongue hates those it crushes, And a flattering mouth 
works ruin.
————They whisper sweet nothings in Jesus ear 
while they pull out their daggers going for the kill.  
—————Akin said, “They call Him ‘teacher,’ a title 
of respect, even though they had no respect for Him.  
They tell Him they know He is ‘truthful,’ even though 
they will crucify Him as a blasphemer.”  

They make comment about Jesus not being partial 
or deferring to anyone and what they were saying 
He was a man of integrity.   
—What a picture of people side by side.  The 
religious leaders who were what seems to be the 
exact opposite of Jesus.  
——Jesus will not deviate from the word of God but 
the religious leaders did what they wanted to 
increase their authority, bank account, and fame.  
———Jesus truthful, God honoring, full of integrity, 
stands face to face with lying, self honoring, 2 faced 
men.  
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They ask: should we pay tax to Caesar or not? 
—To you and I this doesn’t seem like a difficult 
question.  There are only a couple certain things: 
death, taxes, and little caesar hot and ready pizzas.  
——But this was a big question for them.  Israel had 
been taken by Rome.  
———They were under Roman control and while 
everyone doesn’t like paying taxes to a country that 
is not your own there was more going on here.  
————Caesar was a pagan person.  He did not 
serve the God of the universe.  
—————Caesar actually considered himself a god 
and so to pay tax to him meant being a subject to 
pagan Rome and supporting this ridiculous thought 
that Caesar is a god.   

If Jesus says to pay tax to Caesar, the religious 
leaders believe the people would turn against 
Jesus. 
—If Jesus said not to pay taxes to Caesar, then 
Jesus would be arrested for rebellion.  
——Jesus was seeming stuck.  What was He to do?  
———Jesus is never stuck. 
————Jesus is God in the flesh.  Jesus left His 
place on high with God the Father, took on humanity, 
lived the perfect life, died the death we all deserved, 
and rose 3 days later to claim His kingdom and 
create a way for peace between us and God the 
Father.  
—————Even when Jesus was hung on the cross 
and it seemed like Jesus was stuck, He was done, 
there was no getting out it; Jesus didn’t just get out, 
He defeated all His enemies in the process of 
proving Himself to be truth, God honor, full of 
integrity, and savior of the world.  
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Jesus response with asking for a denarius which 
was probably a day’s wages for the common person 
in Israel.   
—I find it so perfect that He had to ask someone for 
a denarius because He did not have one.  
——Jesus starts the unraveling of their 
unanswerable question and of their disgusting 
hearts.  
———The coin would have a picture of Caessar on 
it and the coin would have had said that Caesar was 
deity and chief religious leader as well.     
————So, Jesus offer what seems to be simple 
statement but in actuality is huge.  
—————Caesar’s face is on the coin then give it 
to Caesar.  
——————Caesar has decided what it’s worth is 
so give it to Caesar.  
But....What is God’s should be given to God.   
—READ: Genesis 1:26 (NAS):  26 Then God said, 
“Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our 
likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea 
and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and 
over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that 
creeps on the earth.”
——You are God’s, I am God’s.  We must give what 
is God’s to God.  
———That means your life is not your own but you 
are God’s.
————You bear the image of God and God has 
created you so you are God’s.  
—————Caesar can have all the little silver coins 
he wants God want what is of eternal value humans 
to be in a relationship with Him for all eternity.  
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Jesus is as Akin states, “acknowledges the 
legitimacy to human government....It has the right to 
levy taxes, and we have the responsibility to pay.  It 
has the right to make laws, and we have the 
responsibility to obey.”     
—Paul writes about living under human government 
in probably one of the worst situation for Christians 
in the early church era in Romans 13.
——Peter tells us a very similar thing: READ: 1 
Peter 2:13–17 (NAS):  13 Submit yourselves for the 
Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether to a 
king as the one in authority, 14 or to governors as 
sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the 
praise of those who do right. 15 For such is the will 
of God that by doing right you may silence the 
ignorance of foolish men. 16 Act as free men, and do 
not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use 
it as bondslaves of God. 17 Honor all people, love 
the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king.
———We has Christian have a responsibility to 
government as long as it does not conflict with our 
responsibility to God.  
————When government attempt to infringe on 
our responsibility to God that is where the line is 
drawn.   
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Jesus answers their impossible question and they 
were amazed.   
—We have a duty to our government but we have a 
greater duty to our maker.  
——READ: 1 Corinthians 10:31 (NAS):  
31 Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you 
do, do all to the glory of God.
———When it come to God or government; God 
should always win. 
————READ: Acts 4:19–20 (NAS):  19 But Peter 
and John answered and said to them, “Whether it is 
right in the sight of God to give heed to you rather 
than to God, you be the judge; 20 for we cannot stop 
speaking about what we have seen and heard.”
————READ: Acts 5:29 (NAS):  29 But Peter and 
the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather 
than men.

So time for some questions:  
—Are you giving God what is rightfully His?  
—Or are you robbing God?  
—Is your heart worried about your thing and your 
money? 
—Or are you worried about the truth, honoring God, 
being full of integrity, and serving God with all of 
you?   

 
—
—
—
—
—
—
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