
Patient Persistent Pursuit

Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  Ps. 118:19-25

We pick up from last week where Jesus is talking to the 
people and the religious leaders after the religious leaders 
would not answer Jesus question.   
—If you remember last week the religious leaders came to 
Jesus and questioned where His authority come from.  
——They wanted to trap Him not really know the answer to 
the question but Jesus doesn’t fall for their trap.  
———Jesus tells them He will answer their question if they 
answer His question.  
————Jesus then ask them a question about John the 
baptist authority.  
—————Most of them believe John was from God and his 
authority was from God.  
——————So if the religious leaders said John’s authority 
was from God then that would lead Jesus to say that His 
authority was from God too.  So the religious leaders did not 
answer Jesus.  

Passage Begins 

Mark 12:1–12 (NAS):  1 And He began to speak to them 
in parables: “A man planted a vineyard and put a wall 
around it, and dug a vat under the wine press and built a 
tower, and rented it out to vine-growers and went on a 
journey.
 2 “At the harvest time he sent a slave to the vine-
growers, in order to receive some of the produce of the 
vineyard from the vine-growers.
 3 “They took him, and beat him and sent him away 
empty-handed.
 4 “Again he sent them another slave, and they wounded 
him in the head, and treated him shamefully.
 5 “And he sent another, and that one they killed; and so 
with many others, beating some and killing others.

Jesus then starts in with this parable.   
—R. C. Sproul said, “Most of Jesus’ parables were designed 
to present a truth about the kingdom of God in a subtle way 
so that believers would understand but those outside the 
kingdom would not.  However, the meaning of the parable of 
the wicked vinedressers (our passage today) is plan, and 
those whom it targeted, namely, the religious leaders of 
Israel, understood it clearly.”  
——Jesus telling this parable, He is deliberately going after 
the religious leaders sin problem.  
———Jesus called out sin and these religious leaders were 
supposed to be close to God, needed Jesus to point out their 
sins.  
————What is Jesus motive behind this?  
—————Jesus does not give up on us no matter how fall 
we have fallen, how long we have run, how strong sin has 
hold over us, or how stubborn we are.  
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——————READ: Hebrews 13:5 (NAS):  5 Make sure 
that your character is free from the love of money, being 
content with what you have; for He Himself has said, “I will 
never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,”
——————Why doesn’t He give up on us? 
———————READ: Psalm 86:15 (NAS):  15 But You, O 
Lord, are a God merciful and gracious,
Slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness and truth.
————————Even though the religious leader keep 
deny Christ, even thought they continued to plot to kill Him, 
even though they tried to discredit Him, even though they 
killed Him; Jesus still tried to reach them with the gospel.  
—————————Believers in Jesus Christ take heart; 
because if He continued to pursue the religious leaders; how 
much more will He continue to pursue us.  
——————————Even in our backsliding Jesus is 
knocking on the door wanting us to open our hearts to Him. 
———————————READ: Revelation 3:20 (NAS):  20 
‘Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My 
voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine 
with him, and he with Me.

Jesus is constantly picking us up from our numerous spiritual 
falls and dusting us off and working on us and sending us 
back into the battle.   
—We have to notice Jesus persistence in sharing the gospel 
with those that are truly lost.  
——Jesus continues to try over and over and over again to 
share the gospel with these lost religious leaders.  
———Jesus is literally sharing the gospel with people until 
His death.  
————We need to learn from Christ in that; He does not 
give up on us and we should not give up on someone else.  
—————READ: Galatians 6:9 (NAS):  9 Let us not lose 
heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not 
grow weary.
—————READ: Matthew 19:26 (NAS):  26 And looking at 
them Jesus said to them, “With people this is impossible, but 
with God all things are possible.”
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Mark 12:1–12 (NAS):  1 And He began to speak to them 
in parables: “A man planted a vineyard and put a wall 
around it, and dug a vat under the wine press and built a 
tower, and rented it out to vine-growers and went on a 
journey.
 2 “At the harvest time he sent a slave to the vine-
growers, in order to receive some of the produce of the 
vineyard from the vine-growers.
 3 “They took him, and beat him and sent him away 
empty-handed.
 4 “Again he sent them another slave, and they wounded 
him in the head, and treated him shamefully.
 5 “And he sent another, and that one they killed; and so 
with many others, beating some and killing others.

So let’s break this parable down.   
—The vineyard God planted Israel.  
——We know from Exodus that God gave Israel the promise 
land that was flowing with milk and honey.  
———God made this promise land great for Israel with 
everything they would need to be successful and thrive.  
————God expected the vineyard to produce and the way 
that the vineyard was to produce was it was to be watched 
and protected by the leaders.  
—————God expected Israel to reach the nations, thrive 
as His people, and glorify Him.  
——————READ: 1 Chronicles 16:24 (NAS):  24 Tell of 
His glory among the nations, His wonderful deeds among all 
the peoples.

So the land owner (God) sends a servant (a prophet) to bring 
the fruits to God.   
—But the “vine-growers”(the religious leaders) who were to 
be leading and protecting and helping with fruit production 
beat the servant and sent him away empty handed.  
——They did this to the messenger of God!   
———Now at this point we must pause.  If this is anyone of 
us. We are sending the full force of our armies to go back 
and take what is ours.  
————There is no time for grace in this world.  But you 
and I are not God.  
—————For God their always seems to be time for grace.  
 
——————We should be in awe of the grace of God.  
———————READ: Ephesians 2:8–9 (NAS):  8 For by 
grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God;
 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.
———————READ: Titus 2:11 (NAS):  11 For the grace 
of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men,
————————So God sends another, and another, and 
another prophet to try to talk some sense into Israel and 
Israel’s leaders.   
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These faithful prophets going to hostile environment trying to 
reach those that are missing their purpose for God.    
—READ: Jeremiah 7:25–26 (NAS):  25 “Since the day that 
your fathers came out of the land of Egypt until this day, I 
have sent you all My servants the prophets, daily rising early 
and sending them.
 26 “Yet they did not listen to Me or incline their ear, but 
stiffened their neck; they did more evil than their fathers.
—READ: Jeremiah 25:4–7 (NAS):  4 “And the Lord has 
sent to you all His servants the prophets again and again, 
but you have not listened nor inclined your ear to hear, 5 
saying, ‘Turn now everyone from his evil way and from the 
evil of your deeds, and dwell on the land which the Lord has 
given to you and your forefathers forever and ever; 6 and do 
not go after other gods to serve them and to worship them, 
and do not provoke Me to anger with the work of your hands, 
and I will do you no harm.’ 7 “Yet you have not listened to 
Me,” declares the Lord, “in order that you might provoke Me 
to anger with the work of your hands to your own harm.

 6 “He had one more to send, a beloved son; he sent him 
last of all to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’
 7 “But those vine-growers said to one another, ‘This is 
the heir; come, let us kill him, and the inheritance will be 
ours!’
 8 “They took him, and killed him and threw him out of 
the vineyard.

 So now God responds with lightning bolts and legions of 
angels to destroy!!!?  
—No.  God then in the ultimate act of grace was sending His 
Son to be the savior of the world.  
——God sends the Son to right the path of the vineyard and 
surely the vine-growers will listen to the Son of God.  
———God sent Jesus to reconcile the rebellious sinners to 
Himself.  
————God sent His Son to repair the relationship between 
man and God.  
—————The Son has legal claim to the vineyard so the 
vineyard and the vine-growers have to listen; don’t they? 
——————Nope they killed the Son in the story and soon 
the religious leaders will kill Jesus will most all of Israel 
backing their move.  
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These religious leaders were after what was not theirs.   
—They wanted the authority and the rule over something 
that is Gods.  
——David Garland’s says this about human covetousness, 
“Covetousness make humans want what they should not 
have.  It makes them think that this desire should be fulfilled 
at all cost.  Other persons become things to exploit, and our 
desires become our gods.”  
———This is what is taking place in this parable, this what is 
taking place in front of Jesus in Mark, and this still takes 
place in our hearts today unless we let the messengers of 
God guide us, unless we let the Son; the one that has rightful 
claim to us; be the bond that holds us to God almighty.  
————Spurgeon said, “If you reject Him, He answers you 
with tears.  If you wound Him, He bleeds our cleansing.  If 
you kill Him, He dies to redeem.  If you bury Him, He rises 
again to bring us resurrection.  Jesus is love manifest.”  
—————Akin said, “To reject the Son is to reject the One 
who sent Him.  It is nothing less than an act of spiritual 
insanity.”  

Jesus saying this must have been shocking to the religious 
leaders.   
—For that was their exact plan for Jesus.  They were 
seeking ways to discredit Him and destroy Him.  
——At this moment they must have know that Jesus was 
talking about them and their plans and it must have been 
concerning for them.  
———This must have enraged the religious leaders because 
their idol was being questioned.  
————Their idol was being attacked and they would do 
anything to preserve that idol.  
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 9 “What will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come 
and destroy the vine-growers, and will give the vineyard 
to others.

Jesus tells us what will happen to the vine growers.  
—To reject the Son brings the wrath of God. 
——READ: Revelation 6:15–17 (NAS):  15 Then the kings 
of the earth and the great men and the commanders and the 
rich and the strong and every slave and free man hid 
themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the 
mountains; 16 and they said to the mountains and to the 
rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him who 
sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; 17 for the 
great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to 
stand?”
———The Owner (God) will destroy those (religious leaders) 
who refused the Son (Jesus).   
————We see that historically this played out in 70AD 
when Jerusalem was destroyed.  
—————Those that reject the Son will be judged with the 
full weight of the guilt.  
——————READ: Hebrews 10:29 (NAS):  29 How much 
severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has 
trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as 
unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was 
sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace?

 10 “Have you not even read this Scripture:
‘The stone which the builders rejected,
This became the chief corner stone;
 11 This came about from the Lord,
And it is marvelous in our eyes’?”
 12 And they were seeking to seize Him, and yet they 
feared the people, for they understood that He spoke the 
parable against them. And so they left Him and went 
away.

Jesus then quotes Ps. 118:22-23 shifting the focus from the 
vineyard to building but making the same point.  
—That even though Jesus will be rejected by man; He will be 
the foundation that God’s work will be built on.  
——Jesus is explaining that humanity could not see that He 
is the One that brings stability to humans relationship 
between God.  
———God uses the rejection of the builders for a great 
purpose.  
————Even though the builders (religious leaders) 
rejected the stone (Jesus) He is going to be the support that 
holds the kingdom of God up.  
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So the religious didn’t take anything that Jesus said as truth. 
—They knew Jesus told the parable about them and He told 
it with great detail so they were ready to take Him out.  
——the problem was Jesus popularity.  The religious leaders 
fear the crowd and Jesus popularity with the crowd.  
———So they went and plotted more to figure out how they 
might put Jesus to death.  

What do we learn?  God will win no matter what it feels like.  
God will win no matter what it looks like.  God will win no 
matter what it sounds like.  
—Rejection of Jesus results in full judgment.  God’s grace is 
beautiful and contrary to human nature.  God is persistent in 
His pursuit.    
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