
Truth Is Not From Us

Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

Last week we looked at the meaning behind Jesus cursing 
the fig tree.   
—We learned that Jesus does not like hypocritical living.  
——We learned that we need to admit our mistakes and 
learn from them.  
———We also need to teach from our mistakes as well.  
————We talked about faith in God is embracing 
dependency on God. 
—————When we have faith in God we can do what 
seems to be the impossible.  

Passage Begins 

Mark 11:27–33 (NAS):  27 They *came again to 
Jerusalem. And as He was walking in the temple, the 
chief priests and the scribes and the elders *came to 
Him,
 28 and began saying to Him, “By what authority are You 
doing these things, or who gave You this authority to do 
these things?”

So we now pick up with Jesus and the disciples coming back 
into Jerusalem.   
—Jesus once again come back to the temple.  
——Lets recap:  the first day Jesus came into the temple He 
came in late and surveyed the temple.  The second day He 
came and to the temple He threw out the people who were 
ripping people off and taking advantage of people coming 
trying to worship God.  He also on the second day pointed 
out the problem with what they were doing and how they 
were doing it.   
———Now this brings us to this day the 3rd trip into 
Jerusalem and the temple.  
————Jesus is met bu the chief priests, the scribes, and 
the elders.  
—————This is a serious moment right here.  They 
brought the big guns to talk to Jesus.  
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This was the Jewish high court who were both spiritual and 
political authority over the Israelites.....kind of.   
—The Romans were the political authority but the Romans 
allowed the people who they concurred to rule themselves 
but under the Roman rule.  
——So these guys are the big time.  They were also very 
watchful of anything or anyone that would disrupt their 
authority.  
———Can you guess what Jesus was doing?  This is why 
they are questioning Jesus.  
————They ask Jesus a question about His authority.  
—————This is not a question that they are really seeking 
an answer to.  This is not a question that they are truly trying 
to understand where Jesus authority is coming from.  
——————They were saying as William Hendriksen wrote, 
“who had given him this right.  They were saying, ‘show us 
your credentials.’  It was an attempt to embarrass Jesus.  

This is not the first time that Jesus authority had been 
brought up.   
—READ: Mark 1:22 (NAS):  22 They were amazed at His 
teaching; for He was teaching them as one having authority, 
and not as the scribes.
—READ: Mark 1:27 (NAS):  27 They were all amazed, so 
that they debated among themselves, saying, “What is this? 
A new teaching with authority! He commands even the 
unclean spirits, and they obey Him.”
—READ: Mark 2:10–11 (NAS):  10 “But so that you may 
know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive 
sins”—He *said to the paralytic, 11 “I say to you, get up, pick 
up your pallet and go home.”
——In the gospel of John Jesus tells us where His authority 
comes from: READ: John 12:49 (NAS):  49 “For I did not 
speak on My own initiative, but the Father Himself who sent 
Me has given Me a commandment as to what to say and 
what to speak.
———We know that Jesus commands all authority both in 
Heaven and on the earth because it has been given to Him. 
————READ: Matthew 28:18 (NAS): 18 And Jesus came 
up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given 
to Me in heaven and on earth.
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This is not just the question of the religious leaders of Jesus 
day but it is the question of all non-followers of Jesus Christ. 
—“Who is Jesus and why do I have to listen to Him?” Is the 
question of these religious leaders and non-believers today.  
——Jesus is God in the flesh, Son of God, king of kings and 
Lord of Lords, Jesus is savior of the world, He is the 
mediator between us and God the Father, He is so much 
more than that too but His authority comes from God the 
Father.  
———This question is important because as Akin writes, “we 
all have a source of authority in our lives, someone or 
something that guides us and drives us, something that 
rules.  For most of us, like the Religious leaders(Sanhedrin), 
it is ourselves.  We are not really interested in surrendering 
that rule to anyone else.  
————I love how C. S. Lewis in the book Mere Christianity 
address this idea that when we rule it is a good thing.  
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Lewis wrote, “ The more we get what we now call “ourselves” 
out of the way and let [Christ] take us over, the more truly 
ourselves we become. . . . In that sense our real selves are 
all waiting for us in Him. It is no good trying to “be myself” 
without Him. The more I resist Him and try to live on my own, 
the more I become dominated by my own heredity and 
upbringing and surroundings and natural desires. . . . What I 
call “My wishes” become merely the desires thrown up by my 
physical organism or pumped into me by other men’s 
thoughts or even suggested to me by devils. . . . I am not, in 
my natural state, nearly so much of a person as I like to 
believe: most of what I call “me” can be very easily 
explained. It is when I turn to Christ, when I give myself up to 
His Personality, that I first begin to have a real personality of 
my own. . . . Sameness is to be found most among the most 
“natural” men, not among those who surrender to Christ. 
How monotonously alike all the great tyrants and conquerors 
have been: how gloriously different are the saints. But there 
must be a real giving up of the self. You must throw it away 
“blindly” so to speak. Christ will indeed give you a real 
personality: but you must not go to Him for the sake of that. 
As long as your own personality is what you are bothering 
about you are not going to Him at all. The very first step is to 
try to forget about the self altogether. Your real new self 
(which is Christ’s and also yours, and yours just because it is 
His) will not come as long as you are looking for it. It will 
come when you are looking for Him. . . . Give up yourself, 
and you will find your real self. Lose your life and you will 
save it. Submit to death, death of your ambitions and favorite 
wishes every day and death of your whole body in the end: 
submit with every fiber of your being, and you will find eternal 
life. Keep back nothing. Nothing that you have not given 
away will ever be really yours. Nothing in you that has not 
died will ever be raised from the dead. Look for yourself, and 
you will find in the long run only hatred, loneliness, despair, 
rage, ruin, and decay. But look for Christ and you will find 
Him, and with Him everything else thrown in.”
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So these religious leaders question Jesus not to know His 
answer but they want to trap Him.   
—If Jesus admits to no credentials and says He is acting on 
His own authority—He will lose the respect of the people. 
——If this happens the religious leaders authority is no 
longer threatened.  
—But if Jesus says He has authority from God they could 
arrest Him, and charge Him with speaking falsely about God 
because they did not believe Him.  

So how will Jesus respond?  There seems to be no right 
answer.  No way to answer in a way that He comes out okay.  

 29 And Jesus said to them, “I will ask you one question, 
and you answer Me, and then I will tell you by what 
authority I do these things.
 30 “Was the baptism of John from heaven, or from 
men? Answer Me.”

You know the best way to avoid a trap?   
—Don’t step into the trap.  Don’t walk into the trap that is set.  
——Jesus doesn’t answer their question.  Plan and simple.  
———He asks them a question and when they answer His 
question the will have the answer to Jesus question.  
————I want you to notice what Jesus does before we get 
to the meanings of all of this.  
—————Jesus is attacked.  When we are attacked what 
do we typically do?  
——————Typically we get super defensive.  Hendriksen 
writes, “(A person) often denies the charge, downgrades the 
crime, starts arguing, or produces an accusation.”  

Jesus does not do these things at all.   
—Jesus does not do this because His authority has already 
been proven.  
——Jesus asks them a question to their question and an 
honest answer to Jesus question would answer their 
question.  
———Jesus question exposed the religious leaders hearts 
and motives behind the question.  
————If the religious leaders answer Jesus question 
truthfully it will answer their question.  But they are not going 
to do that.  They have bad motives from sick hearts.  
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If the religious leaders answered Jesus question, it would 
have revealed that Jesus is the greater One who John says 
would come.   
—READ:  Mark 1:7 (NAS):  7 And he was preaching, and 
saying, “After me One is coming who is mightier than I, and I 
am not fit to stoop down and untie the thong of His sandals.
——Akin writes, “Jesus basically says, “Let’s look at the 
evidence of the one who paved the way for My coming and 
with whom I closely aligned Myself: the ministry of John the 
Baptist.”  
———John came preaching repentance and he baptized 
people not in the temple but in the wilderness.  
————John was popular with the people and his work was 
believed even by the religious leaders to be from God.  
—————John did not have human credentials but he was 
still accepted by the people and the religious leaders as 
doing God’s work.  

Do you see the trap they are in now?   
—Jesus claim is as Akin wrote, “My claim to authority is 
based on the possibility of a divine authoritative ministry 
given directly by God without human endorsement.”  
——The religious leaders did not want to answer Jesus 
saying the baptism that John had heavenly source.
———If they did they Jesus would have a case for himself.  
——They also did not want to say that the baptism of John 
was from man because they would loose authority with the  
general public.  
———Jesus response was great but it is revealing.  
————When the religious leaders come at Jesus with bad 
intentions, He give them something to think about instead of 
arguing with them.  He forces them to think.  
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Often times in a Christians life we will face those that come 
at us with bad intentions.   
—We need to learn from Jesus here.  
——He does not sit and argue with them about His authority.  
———He doesn’t shoot off verse after verse from the bible.  
————He causes them to think about their false world 
view.  He shows them where it breaks down.  
—————If you are believer in Christ you believe in one 
truth, that there is one correct world view, and one way to 
heaven.  
——————READ: John 8:31–32 (NAS):  31 So Jesus 
was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, “If you 
continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine;
 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you 
free.” 
———————What is that truth:  READ: John 14:6 (NAS):  
6 Jesus *said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.

 31 They began reasoning among themselves, saying, “If 
we say, ‘From heaven,’ He will say, ‘Then why did you 
not believe him?’
 32 “But shall we say, ‘From men’?”—they were afraid of 
the people, for everyone considered John to have been a 
real prophet.
 33 Answering Jesus, they *said, “We do not know.” And 
Jesus *said to them, “Nor will I tell you by what authority 
I do these things.”

So the religious leaders get together and have a team 
huddle.   
—How are they going to answer this question of Jesus?  
——They were were fearful of letting Jesus win this 
confrontation.  
——They were fearful of the general public.  
——— The problem for some many people is not the 
evidence.  They don’t even look at that.  The problem is: us 
and our sin.  Idols and our hearts are the problem.  
Accepting Christ; diving in all the way will cause a life 
change but we like our lives as they are.  
————The religious leaders were not ready for this life 
change.  
—————They cared to much about their authority, their 
power, what the people thought about them. 

So they took the easy way out.   
—They had the answer right in front of them but instead they 
took the safe easy way out.  
——They would rather keep their live as they are then to 
know the truth.  
———The question comes though: would we rather keep 
our lives the same instead of embrace the truth?  
———Would we rather live the easy life or live the truth?  
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