
Fig Tree, Religious Leaders, and Me-Part 2

Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading: Mark 11:12-19 

Last week we did the first part of a 2 part series called: Fig 
Tree, Religious Leaders, and Me.   
—We talked about Jesus cursing a fig tree just a bit but 
mostly I left you wonder what was happening with Jesus 
doing this.   
——We then focused on Jesus cleaning out the temple.  
———Jesus is the great high Priest, He is God, and He has 
the authority to clean out His house.  
————That is exactly what Jesus does.  He cleans out the 
temple.  
—————Believers are the new Temple and Jesus will 
clean us out as well.  

Passage Begins 

Mark 11:20–26 (NAS):  20 As they were passing by in the 
morning, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots 
up.
 21 Being reminded, Peter *said to Him, “Rabbi, look, the 
fig tree which You cursed has withered.”

This week we pick back up with the fig tree.   
—They are walking back to the city and they walk by this fig 
tree.  
——It sits there withered from the root up and it is worth 
nothing now.  
———The only good it is now is for firewood.  
————As I stated last week, Akin writes, “Any sympathy 
for a soulless tree in our day is badly misplaced and says 
much about our sloppy, sentimental culture and its tragic 
perversion of real values.”  
—————We become discomfortable with God when He 
does something like this yet we have the greatest news of 
anyones life and we don’t share that new will anyone.  
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So, why did Jesus curse this tree?  What was the object 
lesson that Jesus is teaching?   
—Jesus takes something from nature and their everyday life 
to show the sin of hypocrisy.  
——The tree seemed like it was fruitful but it was actually 
fruitless.  
———The outward appearance made promises of fruit that 
meets needs but it was really deceitful.   
————Jesus was showing that this is what Israel was.  
—————Akin writes, “Sadly this is what Israel had 
become, especially the temple and the religious leaders who 
oversaw its operation.  They gave an outward appearance of 
great spirituality and devotion to God but proved to be 
hypocrites.”  
——————There is no gospel from the religious leaders, 
not means of salvation, no light to the world, but only empty 
promises and deceit.  

Many of the prophets referred to Israel by the symbol of the 
fig tree.   
—Jeremiah speaking of Judah; READ: Jeremiah 8:13 
(NAS):  13 “I will surely snatch them away,” declares the 
Lord;
“There will be no grapes on the vine And no figs on the fig 
tree, And the leaf will wither; And what I have given them will 
pass away.” ’ ”
——READ: Hosea 9:10 (NAS):  10 I found Israel like grapes 
in the wilderness; I saw your forefathers as the earliest fruit 
on the fig tree in its first season.
———Israel professed to be fruitful and righteous; devoting 
themselves to God but they were nothing more than playing 
at religion and ritualistic.
————Charles Spurgeon said, “The great majority of 
persons who have any sort of religion at all bear leaves, but 
they produce no fruit.”  

Scripture:

2



As a Christian I have heard so many time that Christians are 
hypocrites.   
—And often times I would agree with whoever is saying that.  
——We are trying to live to a perfect standard.  
———READ: Matthew 5:48 (NAS):  48 “Therefore you are 
to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
————Spoiler alert; you are never going to achieve this 
perfect standard.  You will strive for it all your live but you will 
never achieve it.  
—————We become hypocritical not when we don’t 
achieve this perfect standard but when we try to act like we 
have achieved this perfect standard.   
——————One of my favorite preacher is John Piper.  He 
seems to always have an awesome biblical answer for all the 
question that come to him.  He has written tons of books and 
helped countless Christians in their walk with Christ.  All of 
that is good and I think it is great.  But Piper will openly admit 
he is a sinner and that he struggles with sin.  He will refer to 
the battle that rages in him and how he fights himself.  

Christians we need to stop presenting ourselves as perfect.  
—This is not attractive to the world.  Throughout church 
history it is through the persecution, through time of 
suffering, and through times of storms that the church has 
grown.   
——People watch the lives of Christians throughout the 
week and often time they believe that we don’t live out our 
professions.  
———I love how R. C. Sproul talks about hypocrisy, 
“Admittedly, the church is full of sinners......However, while all 
hypocrites are sinners, not all sinner are hypocrites.  
Hypocrisy is just one of many sins.  It is unfair of out critics to 
say, ‘so and so is a professing Christian, and we saw him sin 
during the week; therefore, he’s a hypocrite.’.....If I claim not 
to do something sinful and then you see me do it, I am guilty 
of hypocrisy.  But if you see me do something sinful that I 
never claimed i do not do, I am a sinner but i am not a 
hypocrite.”     
————We have to be okay to admit we are sinner so we 
don’t become hypocrites.  
—————READ: Proverbs 28:13 (NAS): 13 He who 
conceals his transgressions will not prosper, But he who 
confesses and forsakes them will find compassion.
—————READ: James 5:16 (NAS):  16 Therefore, 
confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another 
so that you may be healed. The effective prayer of a 
righteous man can accomplish much.
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The fig tree narrative is addressing the hypocrisy of Israel.   
—That is people in their fallen nature who continue to pursue 
sin knowing that it is not right.  
——Paul talks about the Israelites doing this exact thing in 
his day: READ: Romans 2:24 (NAS):  24 For “the name of 
God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you,” 
just as it is written.
———Akin writes, “Hypocrisy always keeps company with 
self-deception.  We think we are one thing when we are 
actually another.”  
————Sinclair Ferguson said, “The question of our 
spiritual fruitfulness is one of immense seriousness which we 
ignore at our peril.”  
—————Jesus not only curses this fig tree but He also 
tells of Israel’s unfruitfulness had come to it’s end.  I has 
dried up and is fit only for the fire.  

22 And Jesus *answered saying to them, “Have faith in 
God. 
 23 “Truly I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, 
‘Be taken up and cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt 
in his heart, but believes that what he says is going to 
happen, it will be granted him.

Have faith in God—Hudson Taylor the great missionary to 
China said, “God uses men who are weak and feeble 
enough to lean on Him.”   
—Jesus was saying, “don’t look at yourself as this great 
person because without God you are nothing.”
——We have to trust God as part of His creation we cannot 
function without the creator.  
———Having faith in God is believing in His word, His 
character, and awesomeness.  
————William Hendriksen wrote this of faith, “Faith is: the 
soul’s window through which God’s love comes pouring in, 
the open hand whereby man reaches out to God the Giver, 
the coupling that links man’s train to God’s engine, the trunk 
of salvation’s tree, whose root is grace, and whose fruit is 
good works.”  
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The mountain is most likely a representation of what seems 
to be impossible.  
—Jesus says have faith that the immovable will be moved 
with God.  
——If we believe and have faith like what Jesus is talking 
about we will by the power of God accomplish things that are 
truly amazing.  
———We will accomplish His will when we do thing under 
the power of God.  
————I fully believe that if God tells you to move a 
physical mountain you could but what is more fitting and 
consistent for the passage is moving spiritual mountains.   
—————No task whether spiritual or physical is impossible  
for those that believe and have faith.  
—

 24 “Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray 
and ask, believe that you have received them, and they 
will be granted you.
 25 “Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have 
anything against anyone, so that your Father who is in 
heaven will also forgive you your transgressions.
 26 [“But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father 
who is in heaven forgive your transgressions.”]

We have to be very careful with this verse because so many 
have abused this verse in the past.   
—A whole theological movement is based on an improper 
understanding of this verse.  
——The name it and claim it cult bases a lot of what they do 
on verse 24.  
———You can not just claim things in Jesus name and they 
will happen or it will be yours.  
————Do not believe that lie.  God has the power to do 
anything and give us what we ask but what we ask has to be 
according to His plan and purpose.  With His wisdom guiding 
us.  
—————When we try to understand verse 24 we have to 
understand it in light of the rest of scripture.  
——————When we come before God with out request 
we can be sure that He hears us and answers but 
sometimes the answer is not what we want.  
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Now on to forgiveness.   
—We need to forgive because we have been forgiven.  
——Akin writes, “Forgiveness so freely and graciously 
extended to us can now be graciously and freely extended to 
others.”   
———We should seek forgiveness in our prayers and we 
should seek forgiveness in our relationships with others.  
————It should not be hard for you to admit that you are a 
sinner.  
—————We should show the same forgiveness that we 
have been shown from God.  
——————READ: Colossians 3:13 (NAS):  13 bearing 
with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a 
complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so 
also should you. 
——————READ: Ephesians 4:31–32 (NAS):  31 Let all 
bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be 
put away from you, along with all malice.
 32 Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each 
other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.

So the questions come:   
—If you were a fig tree, what state of a tree would you be?  
Are you barren?  Full of leave with no fruit?  Only producing 
minimal fruit?  
—Are you praying?  Are you asking God for things?  Are you 
building relationship with Him?  Are you asking forgiveness 
and repeating to God?   
—Can you forgive?  Can you live the gospel when someone 
has wronged you?  Can you denny yourself and your own 
desires?  

Don’t waste your time here on this earth.  Don’t let the 
unimportant things rule in your life.  
—Be a fruit producing tree and not a tree that looks good but 
is actually rotten on the inside.  

 
—
—
—
—
—
—
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