
Trees and Religious Leaders Have A Lot In Common

Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

So last week I was in Hawaii, suffering for Jesus and Chris 
Smith filled in for me.   
—2 weeks ago I preached on triumphal entry.   
——Jesus fulfilled scripture in some many ways as this 
passage unfolded.  
———Yet, while Jesus came into town as a king would, He 
did it humbly.
————We talked about the things God says will happen 
will happen. 
————We talked about the methods Jesus said to use, 
work.  

Passage Begins 

Mark 11:12–14 (NAS): 12 On the next day, when they had 
left Bethany, He became hungry.
 13 Seeing at a distance a fig tree in leaf, He went to see 
if perhaps He would find anything on it; and when He 
came to it, He found nothing but leaves, for it was not 
the season for figs.
 14 He said to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you 
again!” And His disciples were listening.

This is one of the most debated passages in the New 
Testament.   
—This passage will be used by those opposed to the gospel. 
——They will make the assessment that Jesus lost His 
temper and sinned here.  
———Daniel Akin writes, “There is no anger, no malice, no 
temper tantrum.  It is (as we will see) an object lesson.”     
————It appears that Jesus over reacted in this moment 
but Jesus does this for a greater purpose.  
—————A purpose that should cause each and every 
Christian to look at their lives and contemplate how we are 
living.   

There are some key statements in these verse that give us a 
clue to the meaning of the text.   
—The first statement is: “the season for figs.”  
——It was not the season for figs yet Jesus goes to this tree 
to look for something to eat.  Why?  
———First, Jesus grew up eating figs so this was not a new 
venture for Him.  He knew when they were in season and 
when they were not.  
————But Jesus also knew what a fig tree that was 
producing fruit looked like.  
—————This tree having leaves on it would have revealed 
that it would have fruit on it.  
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But when Jesus got to the tree it had not barred any fruit.   
—The leave on the tree said one thing while the lack of fruit 
productions reveal something else.  
——The outward appearance looked good but as Jesus got 
closer the tree was a deceiver.  
———Akin writes, “It was a hypocritical fig tree....It was a 
show with no substance.”  
————So why did Jesus curse this tree?  Because He was 
made right?  NO!!!!
—————Jesus is the prophet, priest, and King.  If you 
know anything about prophets and priest they are teachers.  
——————So this tree has become a object lesson.  This 
something from HIs creation that He will use to 
communication God’s truth to humanity; the height of God’s 
creation.   

Mark 11:15–19 (NAS):  15 Then they *came to Jerusalem. 
And He entered the temple and began to drive out those 
who were buying and selling in the temple, and 
overturned the tables of the money changers and the 
seats of those who were selling doves;
 16 and He would not permit anyone to carry 
merchandise through the temple.

So they kept walking and came to Jerusalem.   
—Jesus entered the temple and found it a total mess.  
——We once again see Jesus act in a way that we are not 
use to seeing Him act.  
———People were coming to Jerusalem to celebrate the 
Passover.   
————Josephus the Jewish historian reported that in A. D. 
66–255,000 lambs were sacrificed in the temple courts.  
—————As people brought animals from a long way away 
they were required to sacrifice the perfect animal.  
——————The animals they brought had to pass an 
inspection. 
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Most people chose to buy an animal or were forced to buy 
an animal because their animal did not fit the “standard” of 
the priest.   
—The temple had become a used car lot with the slimiest 
salesmen that there were.  
——The priest were backed by corrupt Sanhedrin.  
———Akin notes, “The markup was shameful and immoral.  
Some estimate they charged 16 times the normal price (two 
pigeons normally sold for $0.25 now sold for around $4).  
Moneychangers would exchange foreign currency, which 
was unacceptable for transaction in the temple, into Jewish 
currency, again for an outrageous fee.”  
————The temple was huge and beautiful on the outside 
but the people in it were not.  
—————There was a court for the Gentiles and this was 
the largest part of the temple.  
——————Why?  Because Israel was supposed to bless 
all the nations.  READ: Genesis 22:18 (NAS):  18 “In your 
seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because 
you have obeyed My voice.”
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The Israelites were to proclaim the truth of God to all people 
those being a blessing to them.   
—READ: Joshua 4:23–24 (NAS): 23 “For the Lord your 
God dried up the waters of the Jordan before you until you 
had crossed, just as the Lord your God had done to the Red 
Sea, which He dried up before us until we had crossed; 24 
that all the peoples of the earth may know that the hand of 
the Lord is mighty, so that you may fear the Lord your God 
forever.”
—READ: 1 Kings 8:59–60 (NAS):  59 “And may these 
words of mine, with which I have made supplication before 
the Lord, be near to the Lord our God day and night, that He 
may maintain the cause of His servant and the cause of His 
people Israel, as each day requires, 60 so that all the 
peoples of the earth may know that the Lord is God; there is 
no one else.
—READ: 1 Chronicles 16:24 (NAS):  24 Tell of His glory 
among the nations, His wonderful deeds among all the 
peoples.
——The Jews had lost sign of their mission so bad that they 
actually hoped that the Messiah would clean the temple of 
the Gentiles for all time.  
———Now I tell you that because the religious leaders, as 
R. C. Sproul wrote, “had turned the court of the Gentiles into 
a stockyard for commercial purposes.  The sale of animals 
for sacrifice had become one of the most lucrative sources of 
revenue for the Sanhedrin.”  

Jesus comes into His house and sees: bribery, greed, 
dishonesty, pushing away the gentiles, deceit, and hypocrisy.   
—So he flips some tables.  If you should up to your house 
and people were in it miss using it, cheating people out of it, 
and giving it a name or reputation you would flip tables too.   
——This is righteous house cleaning.  This is restoration if it 
is only for a moment.  
———Jesus is the great high priest and He uses His 
authority to cleanse the temple.  
————He threw out those who should know better than to 
turn the house of God into a money making business. 
—————Akin writes, “All wickedness is an abomination to 
our Lord.  But as for religious wickedness in His name, He 
finds it especially detestable.  And He will deal with it.”  
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 17 And He began to teach and say to them, “Is it not 
written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for 
all the nations’? But you have made it a robbers’ den.”
 18 The chief priests and the scribes heard this, and 
began seeking how to destroy Him; for they were afraid 
of Him, for the whole crowd was astonished at His 
teaching.
 19 When evening came, they would go out of the city.

Jesus quotes Isa.: READ:  Isaiah 56:7 (NAS):  7 Even those 
I will bring to My holy mountain And make them joyful in My 
house of prayer.  Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will 
be acceptable on My altar; For My house will be called a 
house of prayer for all the peoples.”
—Jesus’ house was to be for all nation and a house of 
prayer for all nations.  
——Jesus then quotes Jeremiah; READ: Jeremiah 7:11 
(NAS):  11 “Has this house, which is called by My name, 
become a den of robbers in your sight? Behold, I, even I, 
have seen it,” declares the Lord.
———The purpose of God’s temple has been twisted.  
————The temple was to be a place of prayer, praise, 
worship, that brings all nations to God.  
—————The temple had become a exclusive club.  
——————John Piper says this, “Over and over, Jesus 
shows that the people of God will no longer be defined in an 
ethnic way.  The new people that he is calling into existence 
is defined not by race or ethnicity or political ties, but by 
“producing the fruit of the kingdom.”  This will mean a new 
global family made up of believer in Christ from every ethnic 
group on the planet.”  

R. C. Sproul wrote, “The Jews hoped that the Messiah would 
cleanse the temple of Gentiles, but Jesus cleansed the 
temple for the Gentiles.  It was a place for people not for 
sheep and goats.”   
—The religious leaders are now embarrassed and revealed 
as empty spiritually.   
——Jesus had called them out on their rediculousness.  
Instead of them listening and thinking about what Jesus had 
said; they tried to figure out how to destroy Him.  
———Jesus attacked their spirituality but most importantly to 
them; Jesus attack their greed.   
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