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Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

Last week we talked about drama.   
—The disciples had drama between them. 
——James and John had asked for the positions of power in 
the kingdom of God and selfishness and pride brought 
drama.  
———Jesus then flips the worlds system of greatness on its 
head once again.  
————If we want to be great we to be servants not people 
who are expected to be served.  
—————The reason this is what we should do is because 
that is the example that Jesus set.  

Passage Begins 

Mark 10:46–52 (NAS):  46 Then they *came to Jericho. 
And as He was leaving Jericho with His disciples and a 
large crowd, a blind beggar named Bartimaeus, the son 
of Timaeus, was sitting by the road.

Now that Jesus has sorted out the greatness thing for a brief 
moment they head to Jericho.   
—This is not Old Testament Jericho but it is a New 
Testament Jericho which is 15 miles northeast of Jerusalem.  
——This Jericho was 3,300 feet lower than Jerusalem but 
this city was a beautiful city that had theaters, 
amphitheater's, villas, and baths.   
———People called it, “little paradise,” as it had palm trees, 
rose gardens, and the climate was delightful.
————It was the winter residence fit for a king and Mark 
Anthony gave it to Cleopatra as a token of his affection.  
—————Now this city is the city to start the mega church 
in.  That is what Jesus was going there to do right?   
——————No.  Jesus was not interested in starting a 
mega church but Jesus was more focused on heading to the 
cross more than a vacation or a mega church.   
———————Well are we more focused on bearing our 
cross or on a vacation or on a prized possession or status?    
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So Jesus, the 12, and a lot more people were passing 
through Jericho as passover was approaching.   
—This blind beggar was sitting by the road which was 
probably his normal routine.    
——This man was stuck in a pattern of life that he could not 
change.  
———He was not going to be able to work hard enough to 
get to a better place.  
————He was not going to be able to by his will power get 
is eyes to see again.  
—————He was stuck in his current state.  Much like we 
are stuck in our current spiritual state before Jesus radically 
changes that state.  
——————READ: 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NAS):  17 
Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old 
things passed away; behold, new things have come.

 47 When he heard that it was Jesus the Nazarene, he 
began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have 
mercy on me!”
 48 Many were sternly telling him to be quiet, but he kept 
crying out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on 
me!”

R. C. Sproul wrote this about these verses, “I am fascinated 
by the soundness of the theology that was reflected in 
Bartimaeus appeal.”  
—What Sproul is talking about is the fact that the Messiah 
would come from the line of David.  
——READ: 2 Samuel 7:12–13 (NAS):  12 “When your days 
are complete and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise 
up your descendant after you, who will come forth from you, 
and I will establish his kingdom. 13 “He shall build a house 
for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 
forever.
———“Son of David” was a title that they would have known 
was for the Messiah.  
————This blind man was asking for Jesus to heal him 
calling Jesus the Messiah; the greatest son from David’s 
line.  
—————This blind man calling Jesus “Son of David” 
reveals that, as William Hendricksen wrote, “It does indicate 
that he (the blind man) was among the few who were able to 
give a better answer to the question, ‘who do the people say 
that the Son of man is?’ than was given by the people in 
general.”   
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This blind man’s request was for mercy which is vastly 
different from James and John’s request just before this 
happened.   
—James and John asked for the positions of power but this 
man did not care about power but asked for healing knowing 
that he did not deserve it.  
——This man acknowledges his helpless condition.  
———He can not give himself sight and he had and has 
embraced dependency on others.   
————READ: 1 Corinthians 1:26–29 (NAS): 26 For 
consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many 
wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many 
noble; 27 but God has chosen the foolish things of the world 
to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of 
the world to shame the things which are strong, 28 and the 
base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, 
the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that 
are, 29 so that no man may boast before God.
—————He so easily jumps to dependency on Jesus.  
Why?  Because he is already lowly.  
——————He was desperate for Jesus.  How often are 
you desperate for Jesus?  Are you ever desperate for Jesus?  

And so the crowd know what Jesus has done in the past so 
they bring this man to Jesus.  Right?   
—NO.  They tell this poor man to be quiet.  
——Why did they do this?  
———Maybe they were in a hurry?  They thought it was 
wrong for this man to be yelling like this in public?  They did 
not agree with his assessment of Jesus being the Son of 
David?  They did want to draw unwanted attention to Jesus 
maybe from the religious leaders?  
————But what did this man do?  He cried out even 
louder.  
—————Take a lesson from this man.  Cry our to God loud 
and don’t care what the crowd thinks of you.  
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Also, Christians can get trapped in the mindset of the 
“crowd(the world)” and we can miss those that need the 
gospel; those that need Jesus.  
—We should never be to much in a hurry to take care of the 
one.  
——We should never think it is wrong for someone to should 
out for Jesus.  
———We should never think any less of Jesus than He 
really is.  Keep Jesus as big as He really is.  
————We should want to draw attention to Jesus even 
though it might bring persecution to us.   
—————Daniel Akin writes, “Pray for one at a time.  
Evangelize one at a time. Feed one at a time. Clothe one at 
a time. Disciple one at a time. Adopt one at a time. Love one 
at a time. There is always one who needs our help.  Do you 
see that one?  Do you hear that one?  

 49 And Jesus stopped and said, “Call him here.” So 
they *called the blind man, saying to him, “Take courage, 
stand up! He is calling for you.”
 50 Throwing aside his cloak, he jumped up and came to 
Jesus.
 51 And answering him, Jesus said, “What do you want 
Me to do for you?” And the blind man said to Him, 
“Rabboni, I want to regain my sight!”
 52 And Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you 
well.” Immediately he regained his sight and began 
following Him on the road.

So what does Jesus do?  He calls them to bring the man to 
Him.   
—Jesus stops His journey and calls this man to Him.  
——Jesus teaches us that sometime we have to stop.  
Sometimes we need to focus on the one.  
———This man was yelling for Jesus and those around him 
were telling him to be quiet then, everyone got strangely 
quiet and they tell this man Jesus is calling this blind man to 
Him.   
————It is an amazing thing when Jesus calls us.  
—————Hendriksen wrote, “Jesus is calling us to his side, 
for he is a wonderful Savior.  He calls in order to comfort, to 
cheer, and as in this case, to heal, to restore.”  
——————READ: John 15:16 (NAS):  16 “You did not 
choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you 
would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so 
that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give 
to you.
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So what is the man’s response to Jesus calling?   
—He says, “I will get to you in a bit Jesus, let me finish this 
TV show first.”  No?  Maybe, “I will get to you Jesus once I 
finish this project first.” Or maybe, “I don’t feel like getting up 
and going to you Jesus; why don’t you come to me today.” 
——No this blind man is not like us, he jumps up, throws 
everything aside and rushed to Jesus when He called.  
———This is what every Christians should do.  We should 
throw everything else aside and rush to Jesus.  
————We have to get the things that may hinder us out of 
the way so that we can get to Jesus faster.  

Once this blind man gets there Jesus asks him a question.   
—“What do you want Me to do for you?”
——Hopefully that question sound familiar.  READ: Mark 
10:36 (NAS): 36 And He said to them, “What do you want 
Me to do for you?”
———This is the exact question Jesus asked James and 
John when they asked Jesus to grant them whatever they 
wanted.  
————The blind man in stark contrast to these disciples 
request asks, “I want to see.”  
—————It was not give me power but fix me please.    

Jesus heard this man’s cry for Him.   
—Jesus listens to the cries of His people even when it feels 
like no one is listening.  
——Jesus listens to our requests: READ: Psalm 17:6 
(NAS):  6 I have called upon You, for You will answer me, O 
God;
Incline Your ear to me, hear my speech.
——READ: Psalm 71:2 (NAS):  2 In Your righteousness 
deliver me and rescue me; Incline Your ear to me and save 
me.
———When we look at the 2 question presented in the last 
couple weeks; Jesus heard both of them.  
————With one Jesus answer was: no.  With the other His 
answer was: yes.  
—————READ: 1 John 5:14 (NAS): 14 This is the 
confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask 
anything according to His will, He hears us.
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Hendriksen wrote, “What Jesus wants is not only to cure this 
man but to enter into personal fellowship with him, so that, 
as a result, his “faith” may be more than merely “miraculous” 
and so that Bartimaeus may “Glorify God,” as was actually 
going to happen.” READ: Luke 18:43 (NAS):  43 
Immediately he regained his sight and began following Him, 
glorifying God; and when all the people saw it, they gave 
praise to God. 
—Quickly before we move to this man’s faith we need to 
focus on what this man called Jesus.  
——He calls Jesus Rabboni.  This is not the hebrew work 
Rabbi which means teacher.  
———Rabboni is translated My Lord and Master.  
————This is why both Matthew in 20:33 and Luke in 
18:41, the same narrative in the other gospels say “Lord” 
instead of Rabboni.  
—————This blind man is making a confession of faith.  

So Jesus like Jesus does saves the day.   
—This blind man is not healed because he earned it but the 
divine grace is what healed this man.  
——Akin says this of faith, “Faith is the human hand that 
reaches out and receives it.  And the object of our faith is 
crucial.”  
———Our faith reaching out can attempt to grasp power that 
is not ours as the disciples did. 
————Or like this blind man faith is our reaching our to 
receive divine grace that heals.  
—————This divine grace was not just healing of this 
man’s blindness.  
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The word here for “well” is also the word for saved.   
—So what is really happening here is both physical and 
spiritual healing.  
——Akin writes, “‘Immediately he could see.’  Instantaneous 
healing! No medical treatment!  None of this is necessary 
when the Great Physician is at work.  But Bartimaeus was 
not an ungrateful recipient of grace.”   
———He followed Jesus and as Luke 18 tells us he was 
glorifying God.  
————Are we grateful recipients of God’s grace?  Or are 
we entitled recipients of God’s grace?    
—————G. K. Beale wrote, “To claim to have benefited 
form Christ’s past redemptive work entails an 
acknowledgement to submit to him as Lord in the present 
and in the future.” 
———————Are you submitting to Jesus as Lord of your 
present and future?  

 
—
—
—
—
—
—
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