
What’s Your Impact?

Scripture:  Mark 10:41-45

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  1 John 2:1-6  

Last week we looked at half of the story of the sons of 
Zebedee, James and John.  
—They asked for the positions of power in the kingdom of 
God from Jesus.  
——Jesus told them that they would have to endure the 
struggles and the endure death as Jesus would.  
———Jesus also told them that they would have suffering in 
their lives.  
————We learned from the first part of the story that we 
will also have to endure suffering.  
—————We learned that if we want to be great in the 
kingdom of God that we will have to have the attitude that is 
not like the sons of Zebedee.  
——————Now we are picking back up the story after 
these guys had asked Jesus the question and Jesus 
responded.  

41 Hearing this, the ten began to feel indignant with 
James and John.
 42 Calling them to Himself, Jesus *said to them, “You 
know that those who are recognized as rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them; and their great men exercise 
authority over them.
 43 “But it is not this way among you, but whoever 
wishes to become great among you shall be your 
servant;
 44 and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be 
slave of all.

So as it happens in life, somehow the other find out about 
what the 2 brothers did.   
—Here is drama in the bible.  Just like the drama that exists 
in churches today.  
——Unity of the disciples is now being strained because of 
selfishness.   
———The other 10 are probably made because James and 
John went behind their backs, because they thought they 
were better than the other disciples, and probably because 
they did not think of asking Jesus this before they did.  
————I am not making a guess about that either: READ: 
Mark 9:33–34 (NAS):  33 They came to Capernaum; and 
when He was in the house, He began to question them, 
“What were you discussing on the way?”  34 But they kept 
silent, for on the way they had discussed with one another 
which of them was the greatest.
—————James and John were selfish because the 
actually asked Jesus the question and the other 10 were 
selfish because they wanted what James and John asked.  
——————What does Jesus do?  Lighting bolts them 
all!!!!!
———————No.  He calls them over and begins to teach 
them again what he had already taught them.  
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Jesus tells them that according to the world the more 
important you are, the more you are served.   
—The world spends their time and energy to get to the top 
so that they can be served.  
——Once they are on the top people will feel the weight of 
their ruling.  
———Jesus says that it is not with you!  
————The kingdom of God is not like this so stop trying to 
follow the poor example of the world.   
—————Jesus gives them examples of the secular world.  
——————R. C. Sproul wrote, “the secular authorities 
among the Gentiles, saying that they tended to “lord it over 
those under their rule,  that is, misusing their power.  They 
had no sense for responsibility, no willingness to serve.”   

But Jesus says this is not how it will work in the kingdom of 
God.   
—Greatness is obtained by self-giving, humility, service, and 
deny self and glorifying God.  
——Being great means to love God and love others.   
———READ: John 13:34 (NAS):  34 “A new commandment 
I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved 
you, that you also love one another
————As Daniel Akin writes, “In His (Jesus) world the 
more important you are, the more people you serve.  Jesus 
opposes the mind-set of the world.”  
—————Jesus calls us to have a mindset that is opposite 
of the world too:  READ: Romans 12:2 (NAS):  2 And do not 
be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will 
of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.
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This is the mindset of Jesus and this should be the mindset 
that we embrace.   
—We must be servants.  Jesus served to such a extent that 
He gave His life to free many from the shackles of sin.   
——Jesus tells us that we must be servants to be great but 
He takes it further than that as well.  
———Jesus says to be first, “you shall be slaves of all.”  
————Jesus is not talking about selling yourself into 
slavery but what He is saying is that we should have the 
mind of a slave.  
—————Their attention is not given to their own interests 
but their mind is on the interests of others.  
——————READ: Philippians 2:3–7 (NAS):  3 Do 
nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility 
of mind regard one another as more important than 
yourselves; 4 do not merely look out for your own personal 
interests, but also for the interests of others.  5 Have this 
attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, 
although He existed in the form of God, did not regard 
equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied 
Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made 
in the likeness of men.

45 “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, 
but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”

Jesus then reveals that He did not come to be served but to 
serve.   
—He served for you and me.  He became the example of 
being a bond-servant(slave to all).  But He also served by 
paying the debt we owed for our sins (He gave His life so 
others could live).  
——We are to be Christlike. Meaning we are to be like 
Christ, follow His example of how to live.  
———READ: Ephesians 5:1–2 (NAS):  1 Therefore be 
imitators of God, as beloved children; 2 and walk in love, just 
as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an 
offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.
———READ: 1 John 2:5–6 (NAS):  5 but whoever keeps 
His word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected. By 
this we know that we are in Him: 6 the one who says he 
abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as 
He walked.
————William Lane said, “The reversal of all human ideas 
of greatness and rank was achieved when Jesus came, not 
to be served, but to serve.”  

Scripture:  Mark 10:41-45

3



Jesus came and payed the price of our sins, freely laying His 
life down.   
—READ: John 10:18 (NAS):  18 “No one has taken it away 
from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have 
authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up 
again. This commandment I received from My Father.”
——He freely laid down His life for us. 
———I preached on 1 Peter 1:8-9 and I talked about how 
the Christian life is about a joy inexpressible and at the same 
time great pain and suffering.   
————Jesus pioneered that idea as going to the cross was 
great pain and suffering but yet was full of joy as well.  
—————READ: Hebrews 12:2 (NAS): 2 fixing our eyes 
on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy 
set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and 
has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

This word “ransom” means to deliver by purchase.   
—Tim Keller says, “It means a payment, usually of money, 
required to release someone from punishment or slavery.  
We need ransom because we had all gladly and willingly 
sold ourselves into the bondage of slavery to sin.  When He 
purchased us, our slave masters—sin, death, hell, and Satan 
had to set us free!”  
——READ: 1 Peter 1:18–21 (NAS):  18 knowing that you 
were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold 
from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 19 
but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and 
spotless, the blood of Christ.  20 For He was foreknown 
before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these 
last times for the sake of you  21 who through Him are 
believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave 
Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.
———Ransom points to Jesus death on the cross freeing 
those who believe in Jesus and make Jesus ruler of their 
lives from slavery.  
————The ransom was paid to the one we owed the debt; 
God.  Who lovingly provided the ransom for our debt if we 
would accept it.  
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If you are a Christian, you are called to do the work of God, 
Jesus’ way.   
—We have to take Jesus teachings and put them into 
practice.  
——If the Christians of the world acted like Christ, if we were 
servants of all, I fully believer our impact would be much 
greater.  
———So the question is:  what impact are you having in 
your church?  What impact are you having in your 
neighborhood?  What impact are you having in your 
community?  
————Are you serving or are you being served?  
—————Are you seeking the position of great power were 
you will be served or are you denying self and seeking the 
interests of others?  
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